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PREFACE. 


IN one of the letters which bear the title of 
EDIFYING, though moſt of them ſwarm with ri- 
diculous errors, and all muſt be conſulted with 
extreme diſſidence, I met, ſome years ago, with 
the following paſſage: © In the north of India 
* there are many books, called Natac, which, 
< 2s the Brahmens aſſert, contam a large por- 
<. tion af ancient hiſtory without any mixture 
< of fable; and having an eager deſire to know 
the real ſtate of this empire before the conqueſt. 
of it by the Savages of the North, I was very 
folicitous, on my arrival in Bengal, to procure 
acceſs to thoſe books, either by the help of tranf- 
lations, if they had been tranſlated, or by learn- 
ing the language in which they were originally 
compoſed, and which I had yet a ſtronger in- 
ducement to learn from its connection with the 
adminiſtration: of juſtice to the Hindus ; but 
when I was able to converſe with the Brah- 


mens, they aſſured me the Natacs were not hiſ- 


tories, and abounded with fables; that they 
were extremely popular works, and confiſted of 
converſations in proſe and verſe, held before an- 
aĩent Rajas in their public aſſemblies, on an in- 
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| finite variety of ſubjects, and in various dialects 
of India: this definition gave me no very di- 
ſtinct idea; but I concluded that they were dia- 
logues on moral or literary topics; whilſt other 
Europeans, whom I conſulted, had underſtood 
from the natives that they were diſcourſes on 
dancing, muſic, or poetry. At length a very 
ſenſible Brahmen, named Radhacant, who had 
long been attentive to Engliſh manners, removed 
all my doubts, and gave me no leſs delight than 
ſurpriſe, by telling me that our nation had com- 
poſitions of the ſame ſort, which were publicly 
_ repreſented at Calcutta in the cold ſeaſon, and 
| bore the name, as he had been informed, of 
plays. Reſolving at my leiſure to read the beſt 
of them, I aſked which of their Natacs was moſt 
univerſally eſteemed ; and he anſwered without 
- heſitation, Sacontalà, ſupporting his opinion, as 
uſual among the Pandits, by a couplet to this 
effect: *The ring of Sacontala, in which the 
„fourth act, and four ſtanzas of that act, are 
«© eminently brilliant, diſplays all the rich exu- 
& berance of Calidafa's genius.” I ſoon pro- 
cured a correct copy of it; and, aſſiſted by my 
teacher Ramalochan, began with tranſlating it 
verbally into Latin, which bears ſo great a re- 
ſemblance to Sanſcrit, that it is more conveni- 


ent than any modern language for a ſcrupulous 
interlineary verſion: I then turned it word for 
word into Engliſh, and afterwards, without add- 
ing or ſuppreſſing any material ſentence, diſen- 
gaged it from the ſtiffneſs of a foreign idiom, 
and prepared the faithful tranſlation of the In- 
dian drama, which I now preſent to the public 
as a moſt pleaſing and authentic picture of old 
Hindi manners, and one of the greateſt curio- 
ſities that the literature of Aſia has yo brought 
to light. 
Dramatic poetry muſt have been immemo- 
rially ancient in the Indian empire: the inven- 
tion of it is commonly aſcribed to Bheret, a ſage 
believed to have been inſpired, who invented 
alſo a ſyſtem of muſic which bears his name; 
but this opinion of its origin is rendered very 
doubtful' by the univerſal belief, that the firſt 
Sanſcrit verſe ever heard by mortals, was pro- 


_ nounced in a burſt of reſentment by the great 


Valmic, who flouriſhed in the ſilver age of the 

world, and was author of an Epic Poem on the 
war of his contemporary, Rama, king of Ayod- | 
hya ; ſo that no drama in verſe could have been 

repreſented before his time; and the Indians 
have a wild ſtory, that the firſt regular play, on 
the ſame ſubject with the Ramayan, was com- 
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poſed by Hanumat or Pavan, who commanded 
an army of Satyrs or Mountaineers in Rama's. 
expedition againſt Lane: they add, that he ex» 
graved it on a ſmooth rack, which, being diſſa- 
tisfied with his compoſition, he hurled into the 
ſea; and that, many years after, a learned prince 
ordered expert divers to take impreſſions of the 
poem on wax, by which means the drama was 
in great meaſure reſtored 3 and my Pandit aſ- 
| ſures me that he is in poſſeſſiom of it. By whome 
ſoever, or in whatever age this ſpecies of enter- 
tainment was invented, it is very certain that 
it was carried to great perfection in its kind, 
when Vieramaditya, who. reigned in the firſt cen- 
tury before Chriſt, gave encouragement: to poets, 
philologers, and mathematicians, at a time when 


the Britons were as unlettered and unpoliſh- 


ed as the army of Hanumat; nine men of ge- 
nius, commonly called the nine gems, attend 
ed bis court, and were ſplendidly ſupported by: 
his bounty; and Clalidas is unanimouſly allow - 
_ ed to have been the brighteſt of them. A mo- 

dern epigram was lately repeated to me, which 
does fo. much honour to: the author of Sacontala, 
that I cannot forbear exhibiting a literal verſion 
olf it: “ Poetry was the fportful daughter of 
ce Valmic, and, having been educated by V yan 
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& fa, ſhe choſe Calidas for her bridegroom af- 
« ter the manner of Viderbha : ſhe was the 
« mother of Amara, Sundar, Sanc'ha, Dhanic , 
but now, old and decrepit, her beauty faded, 
e and her unadorned feet ſlipping as ſhe walks, 
„in whoſe cottage Goes ſhe diſdain 1 to a 
«& ſhelter?” ? 
All the other works of our illuſtrious poet, 
the Shakſpeare of India, that have yet come to 
my knowledge, are a ſecond play, in fire acts, 
intituled Urvast; an heroic poem, or rather a 
fertes of poems in one book, on the Children of 
the Sun; another, with perfect unity of action, 


on the birth of Cumra, god of war; two r 


three love tales in verſe; and an excellent little 
work on Sanſcrit Metre, preciſely in the man- 
ner of Terentianus; but he is believed by ſome 
do have reviſed the works of Valmic and Vykſa, 
and to have corrected the perfect editions of 
them which are now current: this at leaſt is 
admitted by all, that he ſtands next in reputa- 
tion to thoſe venerable bards; and we muſt re- 
gret, that he has left only two Dramatic Poems, 
eſpecially as the ſtories in his Raghuvanſa would 
have ſupplied him with a number of excellent 
ſubjects. Some of his contemporaries, and other 
Hind$ poets, even to our own times, have com 
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poſed ſo many tragedies, comedies, farces, and 
muſical pieces, that the Indian theatre would 
fill as many volumes as that of any nation in 
ancient or modern Europe: all the Pandits af- 
ſert that their plays are innumerable; and, on 
my firſt inquiries concerning them, I had notice 
of more than thirty, which they conſider as the 
flower of their Natacs, among which the Ma. 
gnant Child, the Rape of Uſha, the Taming 
of Durvaſas, the Seizure of the Lock, MAalati 
and Madhava, with five or fix dramas on the 
adventures of their incarnate gods, are the moſt 
| admired after thoſe of Calidas. They are all 
in verſe, where the dialogue is elevated; and in 
proſe, where it is familiar: the men of rank and 
learning are repreſented ſpeaking pure Sanſcrit, 
and the women Präcrit, which is little more 
than the language of the Brahmens melted down 
by a delicate articulation to the ſoftneſs of Ita. 
lian; while the low perſons of the drama ſpeak 
the vulgar dialects of the ſeveral provinces which 
they are ſuppoſed to inhabit, _ 
'The play of Sacontala muſt have been very 
popular when it was firſt repreſented ;. for the 
Indian empire was then in full vigour, and the 
national vanity mult have been highly flattered 
by the magnificent introduction of thoſe kings 


PREFACE. 


and heroes in whom the Hindis gloried; the 
ſcenery muſt have been ſplendid and beautiful ; 
and there is good reaſon to believe, that the 
court at Avanti was equal in brilliancy, during 
the reign of Vicramaditya, to that of any mo- 


narch in any age or country. —Duſhmanta, the 


hero of the piece, appears in the chronological 
tables of the Brahmens among the Children of 
the Moon, and in the twenty-firſt generation 
after the flood ; ſo that, if we can at all rely on 
the chronology of the Hindis, he was nearly 
contemporary with Obed, or Jeſſe; and Puru, 
his moſt celebrated anceſtor, was the fifth in 
deſcent from Budha, or Mercury, who married, 
they ſay, a daughter of the pious king, whom 
_ Viſhnu preſerved in an ark from the univerſal 
deluge: his eldeſt ſon Bheret was the illuſtrious 
- progenitor of Curu, from whom Pandu was 
| lineally deſcended, and in whoſe family the In- 
dian Apollo became incarnate; whence the 
poem, next in fame to the Ramayan, is called 
_ Mahabharat. 
As to the machinery of the drama, it 1s taken 
from the ſyſtem of Mythology, which prevails 
to this day, and which it would require a large 
volume to explain; but we cannot help remark- 
ing that the dieties introduced in the Fatal 
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Ring are clearly allegorical perſonages. Ma- 
richi, the firſt production of Brahma, or the 
Creative Power, ſignifies light, that ſubtil fluid 
which was created before its reſervoir, the Sun, 
as water was created before the ſea; Caſyapa, 
the offspring of Marichi, feems ta be a perſoni- 
fication of infinixe ſpace, comprehending innu- 
merable worlds ; and his children by Aditi, or 
his active power (unleſs Aditi mean the prime. 
ral day, and Diti, his other wife, the night), 
are Indra, or the viſible firmament, and the 
twelve e or Suns, 3 over as many 
months. 

On the 3 and 0 of the play 1 | 
hall offer no criticiſm ; becauſe I am convinced. 
that the taſtes of men differ as. mach as their 
fentiments and paſſrons, and that, in feeling the 
beauties of art, as in ſmelling flowers, taſting 
fruits, viewing proſpects, and hearing melody, 
every individual mutt be guided by his on ſen 
ſations and the incommunicable afſbciations of 
his own ideas. This only I may add, that if 

| Sacontali ſhould ever be acted in India, where 
alone it could be acted with perfect knowledge 
of Indian dreſſes, manners, and: ſcenery, the 
piece might eaſily be reduced to fire acts of a 
moderate length, by throwing the third ac into 


me ſecond, und the ſixth into the fifch; for it 
muſt be confeſſed that the whole of Duſhman. 
ta's converſation with his buſfoon, and great 
part of his courtſhip in the hermitage, might be 
omitted withont any injury to the drama. 

It is my anxious wiſh that others may take 
the pains to learn Sanſcrit, and may be perſuad- 
ed to tranſlate the works of Calidas : I ſhall. 
hardly again employ my leiſure in a taſk ſo fo- 
reign to my profeſſional (which are, in truth, 
my favourite) ſtudies, and have no intention of 
tranſlating any other book from any language, 


except the Law Tract of Menu, and the new 


Digeſt of Indian and Arabian laws; but to 
ſhow that the Brähmens at leaſt do not think 
polite literature incompatible with juriſprudence, . _- 

I cannnot avoid mentioning, that the bee 
eompiler of the Hindu Digeſt, who is now in 

the eighty-ſixth year, has the whole play of Sa- 

contala by heart, as he proved when I laſt con- 
verſed with him, to my entire conviction : leſt, 

| however, I ſhould hereafter ſeem to have chang- 

ed a reſolution which I mean to keep inviolate, 

I think it proper to ſay, that I have already 
tranſlated four or five other books, and among 
them the Hitopadeſa, which I undertook, mere. - 
ly as an exerciſe in learning Sanſcrit, three 
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years before I knew that Mr. Wilkins, without 
 Wiwvie aid I ſhould never have learned it, had 


any thought of giving the ſame work to the 


Ali... 
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PERSONS OF THE DRAMA. 


 Duſhmanta, Emperor of India. 
 Sacontala, the Heroine of the Piece. 
; 22 | Damſels attendant on her. 
F eee 
Madhavya, the Emperor's Buffoon. 
 Gautami, an old female Hermit. 
Szrnoarava, 2 
84 ee N 5 two Brähmens. 
Canna, Foſter- father of Sacontalä. 
Cumbhilaca, a Fiſherman. 
NMiſracei, a Nymph. 
Maätali, Charioteer of Indra. 
A little Boy. 1 


Caſyapa, 
Adu, 5 Deities, Parents of Indra... 


Officers of State and Police, Brihmens, Damſela, 
Hermits, Pupils, Chamberlains, Warders of the. 
Palace, Meſſengers, and Attendants, 


THE PROLOGUE. 


J Brihmen projeuncer the Benedifion: 


WATER was the firkt work of the Creator; e 
| Fire receives the 6blations ordained by tawy the Se. 
orifice is performed with folemnity; the Two Lights 

of heaven diſtinguiſh time; the ſubtle Ether, which 

is the vehicle of ſound; pervades the univerſe 3 the 
Exrth is the natural parent of all increaſe;. and by 
Air all things breathing are animated : may I'SA, 
the God of Nature, apparent in theſe bs, mc, 
Meſs ns feſtain 1 4 


The edn 2 V3 
Mm. What ovcaſion is there for a bby perch? 
[ Looking torurdt the dreſſing vo. When your 
2 decorations, Madam, are 1 be N do 


Wa ant. F 
ir. 1 tend; Sir—WVkat arc your commands? 
Man. This, Madam, is the wamerous and” polite 
Merbly 6f the ſewed Hero, our king Vicraniidi> 

tya, the patron of every delightful arty and before 

this audience we mot G0 juſtice to n new produc- 
8 ͤüÄ—ͤ 
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: la; or, The Fatal Ring: : it is requeſted, therefore,. 


chit all will be attentive. 


Adr. Who, Sir, could be inattentive to an en- 


tertainment ſo well intended? 
Man. D Smiling. ] I will ſpeak, Madam, without 


reſerve.— As far as an enlightened audience receive 
pleaſure from our theatrical talents, and expreſs it, 

ſo far, and no farther, I ſet a value on. them; but 
my own mind is diffident of 1 its powers: how Rong: | 


ly ſoever exerted. 


Adr. You judge rightly in FRO 2 your own 
merit by the degree of pleaſure which this aſſembly 
may receive; but its value, I truſt, will preſently 


appear.—Haye you any farther commands? 
Man. What better can you do, ſince you are 
now on the ſtage, than exhilarate the ſouls, and 
gratify the ſenſe, of our auditory with a ſong ? 


Adr. Shall I ſing the deſcription of a ſeaſon ? 


and which of the ſeaſons do you chooſe to hear de- 
| ſeribed? 


Man. No finer ſeaſon could be feleted than the 
ſummer, which is actually begun, and abounds with 
_ delights. How ſweet is the cloſe of a ſummer day, 
which invites our youth to bathe in pure ſtreams, 

and induces gentle ſlumber under the ſhades refreſh- * 
ed by ſylvan breezes, which have paſſed over the 


| blooming Pätalis and ſtolen their fragrance ! 


Asa. [Singing.] „ Mark how the ſoft bloſſoms 
5 of the Nägacéſar are lightly kiſſed by the bees! 


1 — 2 


4 K __— 
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" Mark 155 the dn delicately place behind 
their ears the flowers of Siriſha!“ . 
Man. A charming ſtrain ! the whole company 
ſparkles, as it were, with admiration; and the mu- 
ſical mode to which the words are adapted, has 
filled their ſouls with rapture. By what other per- 
formance can we : enſure : a continuance of their fa- 
vour? | | 
Aar. Oh! by none better thaw Fe the Fatal 
Ring, which you have juſt announced. 
Man. How could I forget it ! In that moment I 
was lulled to diſtraction by the melody of thy voice, 
which allured my heart, as the king Duſhmanta is 
no ' allured by the ſwift antelope. 
— both go out. 
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EE Hoot woe 
SCENE, « Fonzer. 


_ Daſhmanta, n @ cor, purfaing FRO le * 
9 . j 


Char. [Looking ut the amtolop, and th ot che ding] 


WHEN i aft my ce on that b black/ eee 
und on thee, O king, with thy braced bow, I fee 
before me, as. it were, the God Mahd6fa chafing a. 
N 0 
left hand. 

Dum. The let e ts 
chile, Oh! there he runs, with his neck bent 
gracefally, looking back, from time to time, at 
the car which follows him. Now through fear of 
n deſcending ſhaft, he contracts his forchand, and 
extends his flexible haunches; and now, through 
fatigue, he pauſes to nibble the graſs in his path 


with his mouth half opened, See how he ſprings. = 
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and bounds with long ſteps, lightly cimming the 

ground, and riſing high in the air! And now, ſo 

rapid in his flight, that he is ſcarce diſcernible ! 
Char. 'The ground was uneven, and the horſes 


were checked in their courſe. He has taken ad- -Y 


vantage of our delay. It is level now, and we may 
eaſily overtake him. . 1 
Duſbm. Looſen the reins. 
Char. As the king . QE. drives the 
car firſt at full ſpeed, and then geniiy.I— He could 
not eſcape. The horſes were not even touched by 
the clouds of duſt which they raiſed ; they toſſed 
their manes, erected their ears, and rather guided 
than galloped over the ſmooth plain. 
Dum. They ſoon outran the ſwift antelope, — 
Objects which, from their diſtance, appeared mi- 
nute, preſently became larger: what was really di- 
vided, ſeemed united, as we paſſed; and what was 
in truth bent, ſeemed ſtraight. So ſwift was the 
motion of the wheels, that nothing, for many mo- 
0 n was either diſtant or near. | ; 
, [He fixes an arrow in his nn 
[Behind the Ars J He muſt not be ſlain. This 
antelope, O king, has an Arm n in our n he 
muſt not be ſlain, 
Char. [| Liſtening and holing. ] Juſt as 9 the oat 
: preſents a fair mark for your arrow, two' hermits 
are advancing to interrupt your aim. 


Duſom, Then ſtop the car. 


THE FATAL RING. 


Char. The * 18 obeyed. * draws i in the reins. 


£7 Enter a Hamit oy bis Pupil | 

Herm. [| Raiſing his hands. Slay not, O mighty 
ſovereign, ſlay not a poor fawn, who has found a 
place of refuge. No, ſurely, no; he muſt not be 
hurt. An arrow in the delicate body of a deer 
would be like fire in a bale of cotton. Compared 

with thy keen ſhafts, how weak muſt be the tender 
hide of a young antelope ! Replace quickly, oh! 
replace the arrow which thou haſt aimed. The 
weapons of you kings and warriors are deſtined for 
the relief of the oppreſſed, not for the deſtruction 
of the guiltleſs. | 
Duſbm. [Salwing them.] Id is replaced. 5 
[He places the arrow in his gui ver. 
He Cub) joy.] Worthy is that act of thee, 
moſt illuſtrious of monarchs ; worthy, indeed, of a 
prince deſcended from Puru. Mayft thou have a ſon 
adorned with virtues, a ſovereign of the world! 

Pup, ([Elevating both his hands.) Oh! by all 
means, may thy ſon be adorned with every virtue, 
a ſovereign of the world ! | 
Duſbm. [| Bowing to them. 1 My head bears with 
reverence the order of a Brähmen. 

Herm. Great king, we came hither to collect 
wood for a ſolemn ſacrifice; and this foreſt, on the 
banks of the Malini, affords an aſylum to the wild 
animals protected by Sacontala, whom our holy pre- 
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ceptor Canna has received as a facred depoſit, If 


you have no other avocation, enter yon grove, and 


let the rights of hoſpitality be duly performed. Hav- 


ing ſeen with your own eyes the virtuous behaviour 


of thoſe whoſe only wealth is their piety, but whoſe 


worldly cares are now at an end, you wil then ex- 
claim, © How many good ſubjects are defended by 


u this arm, which the bowftring has made calious!”? 
Deſbm. Is the maſter of your family at Home ? 


Hlerm. Our preceptor is gone to Somatirt'ha, in 


| hopes of deprecating ſome calamity, with which 
deſtiny threatens the irreproschable Saocontala ; and 
he hns charged her, in his 3 to receive all 
goes with due honour. N 
Dim Holy man, I will e 
having obſerved my devotion, will report: it favour- 


ably to the venerable ſage. 


_ Both. Be it ſo and . 
neſs, 
Diſs, Dit en theme: By viſiting the abode 
of holineſs, we ſhall parify our fouls, 
Ghar. As the king (may his life be long 1) com- 


 mands, e droves on. 


Dee L Looking on all feder. J That we are near 
the dwelling-place of pious hermits, would clearly 
| have appeared, even if it had not been told, _ 
Char. By what marks? | 1 
Duſbm. Do you not obſerve them? See under yon 


trees the hallowed grains which have been ſeattered 


[ Te Hermit and his Pupil go ont... 
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on the —ͤ—ũ— while ute female parrots \ were 
feeding their unfledged young in their pendent neſt. 
Mark in other places the ſhining pieces of poliſh- 
ed ſtone which have bruifed the eily fruit of the 
ſacred Ingudi. Look at the young fawns, which, 
having acquired confidence in man, and accuſtomed 
themſelves to the ſound of his voice, friſk at plea- 
| ſure, without varying their courſe. Even the ſur- 
face of the river is reddened with lines of conſecrat - 
ed bark, which float down its ftream. Look again; 
the roats of yon trees are bathed in the waters of 
holy pools, which quiver as the breeze plays upon 
them; and the glowing luſtre of yon freſh. leaves is 
_ obſcured, for a time, by ſmoke that riſes from ob- 
lations of clarified butter. See too, where the young 
Toes graze, without apprehenſion from our approach, 
on the laww before yonder garden, where the tops 
An — graſs, cut for fome * 

Char. I now obſerve all thoſe marks of ſome holy 
| habitation, 

Duſhm. ¶ Turning ale This aveful hy, 
my friend, muſt not be violated. Here, therefore, = 
{top the car; that I may deſcend. 

Char. I hold in the veins. The king may de- 
ſcend at his pleaſure. 


Duſbm. ¶ Having 425544 n be 


476. Groves devoted to religion muſt be entered 
in hymbler habiliments. Take theſe regal orna- 
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ments 3z—[ he Charioteer receives them ]J—and, whiltt 
I am obſcrving thoſe who inhabit this 3 let : 


the horſes he watered and dreſſed. 


Char. Be it as you direct! [He goes out. | 


Dufhm. [ Walking round and . Now then 


L enter the ſanctuary. [ He enters the grove.I— Oh! 


this place muſt be holy, my right arm throbs.— 
| Paufing and confidering. J—What new acquiſition 


does this omen promiſe in a ſequeſtered grove ? But 
the gates of predeſtined events are in all places open. 


[Behind the ſcenes.) Come hither, beloved com- 
panions ; Oh! come hither. 


Duſbm. [ Liſtening. ] Hah ! I hear tene voices to 


the right of yon arbour. I am reſolved to know 


| whoare converſing. [He walks round and lool. 


There are ſome damſels, I ſee, belonging to the 


hermit's family, who carry water-pots of different 
ſizes proportioned to their ſtrength, and are going 
to water the delicate plants. Oh! how charmingly 


they look! If the beauty of maids who dwell in 


woodland retreats cannot eaſily be found in the re- 
ceſſes of a palace, the garden flowers muſt make 
room for the bloſſoms of the n. which excel 

them in colour and Reer 


[He land. gazing os thaw. 


Enter Sacontalä, Anuſuyia, and pipe 
Anu. O my Sacontala, it is in thy ſociety that 


che trees of our father Canna ſeem to me delight - 
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ful: it well o te who art ſoft as the freſh. 
blown Mallica, to fill with water the canals which 
have been dug round theſe tender ſhrubs. 
Sac. It is not only in obedience to our father 
that I thus employ myſelf, though that were a ſuf- 
_ ficient motive, but I really feel the affection of a 
ſiſter for theſe young plants. [| Watering them. 
Pri, My beloved friend, the ſhrubs which you 
have watered, flower in the ſummer, which is now 
begun: let us give water to thoſe which have paſ- 
ſed their flowering time; for our virtue will be the 
greater when it is wholly diſintereſted. 
Sac. Excellent advice! | Watering other plants. 
Duſbm. [Aide in tranſport. ] How! is that Can- 
na's daughter, Sacontals ?—[ With ſurpriſe. ]—The 
venerable ſage muſt have an unfeeling heart, fince 
he has allotted a mean employment to ſo lovely a 
girl, and has dreſſed her in a coarſe mantle of wo- 
ven bark. He, who could wiſh that ſo beautiful a 
creature, who at firſt ſight raviſhes my ſoul, ſhould 
endure the hardſhips of his auſtere devotion, would 
attempt, I ſuppoſe, to cleave the hard wood Sami 
with a leaf of the blue lotos. Let me retire behind 
this tree, that I may gaze on her charms without 
diminiſhing her confidence. ien. 
Sac. My friend Priyamvada has tied this mantle 
of bark ſo cloſely over my boſom, that it gives me 
1 Pain: : Aan I e you to untie it. 
| CLAnuſüya unties the mantle. 
4 
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Pri. [ Laughizg.] Well, my ſweet friend, enjoy, 
while you may, that youthful prime which you 
your boſom ſa beautiful a ſwell. 
| Duſom. [Afide.] Admirably fpoken, Priyamvadi! 
No; her charms cannot be hidden, even though a 

robe of intertwifted fibres be thrown over her fhoul- 
ders, and conceal a part of her boſom, like a val 
af yellow leaves enfalding a radiant flower. The 
water bly, though dark mois may ſettle on its head, 
is nevertheleſs beautiful; and the moon with dewy 
beams is rendered yet brighter by its black fpots. 
The bark itſelſ acquires elegance from the features 
af a girl with antelope's eyes, and rather augments 
than diminiſhes my ardour. Many are the rough 
talks which fuppart the water lily; but many and 
Sac. [ Looking: before her.] Yon Amra tree, my 
friends, points with the finger of its leaves, which 
the gale gently agitates, and ſeems inclined to _ 
ng ſecret. I will ax it. 


— tvs 

Fri. O my Sacontalh, let e ons — 
8 ZZ... 

Pri. Becauſe the Amra tree feems wedded to you, 
ee eee eee 2 
twines round in. 

Sac. Pope are you named Priyamnadi, or 
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Daſhm. [ Afide.) She ſpeaks truly. Yes; her 
lip glows like the tender leaflet ; her arms reſemble 
two flexible ſtalks ; and youthful' beauty ſhines like 

 @ bloſſom in all her lineaments. 

Anu. See, my Sacontali, how yon freſh Mallick, ; 
which you have ſurnamed Vanadolini, or Delight 
of the Grove, has choſen the ſweet Amra for her 

bridegroom. 

Sac. [ Approaching and looking at it with pleaſure.) 
How charming is the ſeaſon, when the nuptials even 
88 plants are thus publicly celebrated ! 

[ She flands admiring it. 

. [Sniling. ] Do you know, my Anuſuya, why 
»acontala gazes on the plants with ſuch rapture ? 

Anu. No, indeed : I was S25ying to ym Nr : 
tell me. | 

Pri. * As the Grove's Delight is united to A 
« ſuitable tree, thus I too hope for a bridegroom 
“ to my mind.” — That is her private thought at 
this moment. : 

Sac. Such are the fights of your own imagina- 
tion. [ Inverting the water pot. 

Anu. Hate 5 is a plant, Sacontali, which you have 
forgotten, though it has grown up, like yourſelf, 
under the foſtering care of our father Canna, + 

Sac. Then I ſhall forget myſelf. —O wonderful! 
—[ approaching the plant. ]—O Prigamvada ! [ look- 
ing at it with joy.] I have-delightful tidings for you. 

Pri. What tidings, my beloved, for me? 

s e B 
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Sac. This Madhavi-creeper, though it be not the 
uſual time for flowering, is covered with gay bloſ- 


ſoms from its root to its top. 


Both. [ Approaching it * ] Js 1 it really ſo, ſweet | 
friend? 


Sac. Is it ſo? look . 


Pri. [With eagerneſs.) From this omen, Sacon- 


talk, I announce you an excellent huſband, who will 


very ſoon take you by the hand. 


| [Both girls look at Sacontals. 
Sar. [ Diſpleaſed.] A ſtrange fancy of yours! 


Pri. Indeed, my beloved, I ſpeak not jeſtingly. 


1 heard ſomething from our father Canna. Your 
nurture of theſe plants has proſpered; and thence 
it is, that I foretel your approaching nuptials. 


Anu. It is thence, my Priyamvada, that ſhe has 


watered them with ſo much alacrity. 


Sac. The Midhavi plant is my ſiſter : can I do 
otherwiſe than cheriſh her? [ Pouring water on it. 


 Duſhm. LAſide.] J fear ſhe is of the ſame religi- 


ous order with her foſter-father. Or has a miſtaken 
apprehenſion riſen in my mind? My warm heart is 

ſo attached to her, that ſhe cannot but be a fit 
match for a man of the military claſs. The doubts 
which a while perplex the good, are ſoon removed 


by the prevalence of their ſtrong inclinations. I 


am enamoured of her; and ſhe cannot therefore, 


be the daughter of a Brähmen, whom I could not 
nn, : 


Eo ˙ % 
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Sac. [ Moving her bead.) Alas 1 a bee has left the 
bloſſom of this Mallica, and is fluttering round my 


1 : [ She expreſſes uneaſineſs. 


 Duſhm. 2 de with aſſection.] How often have 


| I ſeen our court damſels affectedly turn their heads 
aſide from ſome raving inſect, merely to diſplay their 


graces ! but this rural charmer knits her brows, and 
gracefully moves her eyes through fear only, with- 
out art or aflectation. Oh! happy bee, who touch- 
eſt the corner of that eye beautifully trembling ; 
who, approaching the tip of that ear, murmureſt 
as ſoftly as if thou wert whiſpering a ſecret of love; 


and who ſippeft nectar, while ſhe waves her grace- 


ful hand, from that lip, which contains all the trea- 
ſures of delight! Whilſt I am ſolicitous to know 
in what family ſhe was born, thou art enjoying bliſs, 


which to me would be ſupreme felicity. 


Sac. Diſengage me, I entreat, from this impor- | 
tunate inſet, which quite baffles my efforts. 
Pri. What power have we to deliver you? The 


king Duſhmanta is the ſole Ane of our conſe. 


crated groves. 


Duſbm. [ Afide. ] This i is a 3 i for me 


; to diſcover myſelf—[ advancing a little.I— I muſt 


not, I will not, fear. Yet—{ checking” himſelf and 


retiring. my royal character will thus abruptly be 
known to them. No; I will appear as a ſimple 


ſtranger, and claim the duties of hoſpitality. 
Sac. "This impudent bee will not reſt. I will re- 
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move to another place. Stepping afide and looking 
round. — Away! away! He follows me wherever I 
go. Deliver me, oh! deliver me from this diſtreſs. 

 Duſhm. [ Advancing haſtily.) Ah! While the race 
of Puru govern the world, and reſtrain even the 
moſt profligate, by good laws well adminiſtered, has 
any man the audacity to moleſt the lovely daughters 
of pious hermits? ¶ They look at him with emotion. 

Anu. Sir, no man is here audacious ; but this 
damſel, our beloved friend, was teaſed by a flutter- 


ing be.. [Both girls look at Sacontala, 
Duſbhm. E ber.] Damſel, may thy de- 
votion proſper! . 


| [Sacontala looks on the ground baſoful and ſilent. 


Anu. Our gue mull . be received with due ho- "> 


nours. 

* th you are e welcome. Fg my Ms 
contala ; bring from the cottage a baſket of fruit 
and flowers. This river will, in the mean time, ſup- 
ply water for his feet. [ Looking at the water-pots. 
Duſbm. Holy maid, the gentleneſs of thy ſpeech 
does me ſufficient honour. 

Anu. Sit down a while on this bank af earth, 
| ſpread with the leaves of Septaperna: the ſhade is 
: refreſhing, and our lord muſt want repoſe after his 


wy journey. 


Duſhm. You too mult all be fatigued by your r hoſ. 


vitable attentions ; reſt yeurleres, * with | 
me. 
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Pri. [Afide to Sacontals.] Come, let us all be 
feated: our gueſt is contented with our reception 
„ [They all ſeat themſelves... 
Sac. [Afide.) At- the fight of this youth I feel 


an emotion ſcarce conſiſtent with a — devoted 


to piety. 


Duſhm. [| Gazing at them alternately. ] How: well 


your friendſhip agrees, holy damſels, with the charm- 
ing quality of your ages and of your beauties ! 


Pri. [Afide to Anuſiys.] Who can this be, my 
Anuſuya.? The union of delicacy with robuſtneſs 
in his form, and of ſweetneſs with dignity in his 


diſcourſe, indicate a character fit for ample domi- 
nion. 


Anu. | Aft & to pe ] I too have been 
admiring him. I muſt aſk” him a few queſtions. — 
[Aloud.] Your ſweet ſpeech, Sir, gives me confi+ 


| dence, What imperial family is embelliſhed by our 
noble gueſt? What is his native country ? Surely it 
Z muſt be afflicted by his abſence from it. What, 1 


pray, could induce you to humiliate that exalted 
form of yours by ne a tore PRIEST ny by 
fmple anchorites ? 

Sac. [ Afide. ] Perplex not thyſelf, oh my heart ! 
let the faithful Anuſuy4.dire& with her counſel the 
thoughts which riſe in thee, 


Dum. [ Adee] How ſhall I reveal, or how ſhall 


I diſguiſe myſelf : Mufing. ]—-Be it ſo.—[ Aloud 


father were preſent. 
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to Aduſüyt. ] Excellent lady, I am a ſtudent of the 


Veda, dwelling in the city of our king, deſcended 


from Puru; and, being occupied in the diſcharge 

of religious and moral duties, am come hither to 

behold the ſanctuary of virtue. 

Anu. Holy men, employed like you, are our lords 
and maſters. 

' [Sacontals looks modeſt, yet with hen; ; while 

her companions gaze e at her and at 


be king. 
Anu. [ Aſide to Sacontals] Oh! if our venerable 


Sac. What if he were? 
Anu. He e entertain our ir guel with a e 


of refreſhments. 


Sac. E GAs.) Os to; you had 


ſome other idea in your head; I will not liſten to 


you. Bok [She fits apart. 
 Duſom. Al to Anuſiya and Priygamvads.] In 
my turn, holy damſels, allow me to aſk one Tr” 


concerning your lovely friend. 


Both. The requeſt, Sir, does us honour. 
Duſhm. The ſage Canna, I know, is ever intent 
upon the great Being ; and muſt have declined all 


_ earthly connections. How then can this damſel 
be, as it is ſaid, his daughter. 


Anu. Let our lord hear. There is, in the family 


of Cuſa, a pious prince of extenſive power, eminent 
in devotion and in arms. 


1 
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Daſpm. You ſpeak, no doubt, of cube, the 


ſage and monarch. 
Anu. Know, Sir, that he is in truth her 8 


while Canna bears that reverend name, becauſe he 


brought her up, ſince ſhe was left an infant. 


Duſom. Left ? the word excites my curioſity ; ; aud 


_ raiſes in me a deſire of knowing her whole ſtory. 
Ant You ſhall hear it, Sir, in few words. When 


that ſage king had begun to gather the fruits of his 


auſtere devotion, the gods of Swerga became ap- 


prehenſive of his increaſing power, and ſent the 
nymph Menaca to fruſtrate, by her allurements, the 


full effect of his piety. 


Dum. Is a mortal's piety ſo tremendous to the 


inferior deities ? What was the event ? . 
Anu. In the bloom of the vernal ſeaſon, Cauſica, 


beholdihg the beauty of the celeſtial ere and 


wafted by the gale of deſire 


| [She flops and looks modeſt: 
Duſbm. I now ſee the whole. Sacontal then is the 


| bc daughter of a king, by a 1 of The Wer heaven. 


Anu. Even ſo. 

Duſhm. ( Afide.] The defire of my heart is gra- 
| tified. [ Aloud.] How, indeed, could her tranſcend- 
ent beauty be the portion of mortal birth ? Yon 


light, that ſparkles with tremulous beams, procceds 


not from a terreſtrial cavern. 


| [Sacontala fits ol, with her 
Dies on the S 
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Duſhm. [Again afide..) Happy man that I am! 


Now has my fancy an ample range. Yet, having | 
heard the pleaſantry of her companions on the ſub- 
ject of her nuptials, I am divided with anxious 


doubt, whether ſhe be not wholly deſtined for a. 
religious life. 


Pri. [ Smiling, and bali ff at Sacontalä, then: 


at the Ving. ] Our lord ſeems deſirous of aſking other j 


queſtions, _ 
[ Sacontals del Priyamvads with her hand: 
Duſbm. You know my very heart. I am, in- 


| deed, eager to learn the whole of this charmer's. 


life; and muſt put one queſtion more. 
Pri. Why ſhould you muſe on it ſo long ?— 


| [ Afde.] One would think this religious man was. 
forbidden by his vows to court a pretty woman. 


Duſbm. This I aſk, Is the ſtrict rule of a her- 


mit ſo far to be obſerved by Canna, that he cannot, 


diſpoſe of his daughter in marriage, but muſt check 


the natural impulſe of juvenile love? Can ſhe (oh 


prepoſterous fate!) be deſtined to reſide for life, 
among her favourite antelopes, the black luſtre of 
whoſe eyes is far ſurpaſſed by hers? 

Pri. Hitherto, Sir, our friend has lived happy: 
in this conſecrated foreſt, the abode of her ſpiritu- 


al father; but it is now his intention to unite her. 


with a bridegroom equal to herſelf. 
Duſbm. [ Aſide, with egſtaſy. ] Exult, oh my heart, i 


exult, All doubt is removed; and what before 
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thou wouldſt have dreaded as + flame, may now be 5 


approached as a gem ineſtimable. 

Sac. | Seeming angry- 1 Anuſiyh, I will fay here 
no longer. 
Anu. Why ſo, I pray? 


Sac. I will go to the holy matron nne and 


let her know how impertinently our Priyamvadã 


has been prattling. *--: [She rs er. : 
Anu. It will not be decent, my love, for an in- 
habitant of this hallowed wood to retire before a 


gueſt has received complete honour.. 
_[ Sacontala, giving no anſever, offers to go. 
 Duſtm. [Afide.] Is ſhe then departing ?—[ He 


riſes, as if going to flop her, but checks himſelf. ]—The _ 
actions of a paſſionate lover are as precipitate as 
his mind is agitated. Thus I, whoſe paſſion im- 
pelled me to follow the hermit's daughter, am re- 
1 1 by a ſenſe of duty. 
Pri. Going up to — ] My angry friend, 


you 9 not retire. 


Sac. ¶ Stepping back and frowning.} What ſhould 


detain me? 


Pri. You owe me the * dhe to our 


| agreement, of watering two more ſhrubs. Pay me 
_ firſt, to acquit your EY and then depart, if 
you pleaſe; : RE. Holding her. 


Duſom. The damſel ! is Saeed, J imagine, by 


pouring ſo much water on the cheriſhed plants: 


: Her Arms, ore: with * like freſh — 


ou 
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hang careleſsly down ; her boſom heaves with ſtrong 


breathing; and now her diſhevelled locks from which 


the ſtring has dropped, are held by one of her love- 


ly hands. Suffer me, therefore, thus to diſcharge 
the debt. Giving his ring to Priyamvada. Both 


damſels, reading the name Duſhmanta, inſcribed on the 
ring, look wvith ſurpriſe at each other. It is. a toy 
unworthy of your fixed attention; but : cage it as 
a gift from the king. 


Pri. Then you ought not, Sir, to 5 part with it. 


Her debt is from this moment diſcharged on your 
word only. [ She returns the ring. 


Anu. You are now releaſed, Sacontala, by this 


benevolent lord—or favoured, perhaps, by a mo- ; 
aarch himſelf, To what place will you now retire ? 


Sac. [ Aſide.] Muſt I not wonder at wat this if 1 


5 preſerve my ſenſes ? 


Pri. Are not you going, Basen ? : 
Sac. Am 1 uu 8 8 1 ſhall 90 when 1 


1 pleaſes me. 


Duſbm. [ Afide, bebing at Gecadtals: 4 Either ſhe 
is affected towards me, as I am towards her, or 1 
am diſtracted with joy. She mingles not her diſ- 
courſe with mine; yet, when I ſpeak, ſhe liſtens 


attentively. She commands not her actions in my 
| preſence ; and her eyes are engaged on me alone. 


| Behind the ſcenes. ] Oh pious hermits, preſerve the 


animals of this hallowed foreſt! The king Duſh- 
manta is hunting in it. The duſt raiſed by the 
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hoofs of his horſes, which pound the pebbles ruddy 
as early dawn, falls like a ſwarm of blighting in- 
ſects on the conſecrated boughs which ſuſtain your 


mantles of woven bark, moiſt with the water of 
the ſtream in which you have bathed. 


Duſbm. [ Afide.) Alas! my officers, who are 


ſearching for me, have , difturded this 
holy retreat. | 


Again behind the Ponte: J Beware, ye wile; of 
yon elephant, who comes overturning all that op- 
poſe him; now he fixes his trunk with violence on 
a lofty branch that obſtructs his way, and now he 
is entangled in the twining ſtalks of the Vratati. 


How are our facred rites interrupted! How are 
the protected herds diſperſed! The wild elephant, 


alarmed at the new en of a car, lays our 


foreſt waſte. . 
 Daſhm. | Afide.] How unwillingly am I 3 


the devout foreſters ! Yes; I * go to them i in- 
. 5 
Pri. Noble ſtranger, we are dbnfornded with 
dread of the enraged elephant. With your per- 
miſſion, therefore, we retire to the hermit's cottage. 
Anu. O Sacontals, the venerable matron will be 
much diſtreſſed on your account. Come quickly, ü 


that we may be all ſafe together. 


Sar. [Walking Jlowh.] 1 am Ropped, alas! by 
a ſudden pain in my fide. 
1 Be not alarmed, amiable and. It 
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ſhall be my care that no o diſturbance in ”_ 
ſacred groves. 
Pri. Excellent 8 we were 2 unac - 
quainted with your ſtation; and you will forgive 
us, we hope, for the offence of intermitting a while 
the honours due to you: but we humbly requeſt 
that you will. give us once more the pleaſure of ſee- 
ing you, though you have not now been received 
with perfect hoſpitality. 
Duſbm. You depreciate your own merits. The 
fight of you, ſweet damſels, has ſufficiently honour- 
ed me. 
Sac. My foot, O Anuſuys, is hurt by this point- 
ed blade of Cuſa graſs; and now my looſe veſt of 
bark is caught by a branch of the Curuvaca. Help 
me to diſentangle myſelf, and ſupport me. 
| [She goes out, looking from time to time at Duſh+ 
manta, and ſupported by the damſels, 
Duſbm. | Sighing.] They are all departed; and I 
too, alas! muſt depart. For how ſhort a moment 
have I been bleſſed with a ſight of the incompar- 
able Sacontala! I will ſend my attendants to the 
city, and take my ſtation at no great diſtance from 
this foreſt, I cannot, in truth, divert my mind 
from the ſweet occupation of gazing on her. How, | 
indeed, ſhould I otherwiſe occupy it? My body 
moves onward ; but my reſtleſs heart runs back to 
her; like a light flag borne on a ſtaff againſt the wind, 
and fluttering in an oppoſite direction. [ He goes oui. 
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ACT. 1. 


' SCENE, a Praix, wah royal fue. on the ira 
of the foreſt. 


 Midbavya. [Sigbing and 3 3. 


1 Sraancs recreation this !—Ah me I am wea« 
ried to death. My royal friend has an unaccount- 
able taſte.— What can I think of a king ſo paſſion. 
ately fond of chaſing unprofitable quadrupeds ?— 

Here runs an antelope !—there goes a boar! — 

Such is our only converſation.—Even at noon, in 
exceſſive heat, when not a tree in the foreſt has a 
| ſhadow under it, we muſt be ſkipping and prancing 
about, like the beaſts whom we follow.—Are we 


3 thirſty? We have nothing to drink but the waters 


of mountain torrents, which taſte. of burned ſtones 
and mawkiſh leaves. Are we hungry? We muſt 

greedily devour lean veniſon, and that commonly 
roaſted to a ſtick.—Have I a moment's repoſe 
at night: My ſlumber is diſturbed by the din of 
horſes and elephants, or by the ſons of ſlave-girls 
hollooing out, More veniſon, more venifon !“ 
Then comes a cry that pierces my ear, © Away to 
« the foreſt, away l' Nor are theſe my only 
_ grievances ; freſh pain is now added to the ſmart 
of my. firſt wounds; lor, while 1 we were ſeparated 
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from our king, who was chaſing a fooliſh deer, he 
entered, I find, yon lonely place, and there, to my 
infinite grief, ſaw a certain girl, called Sacontals, 
the daughter of a hermit : from that moment not a 
word of returning to the city !—Theſe diſtreſſing 


thoughts have Kept my eyes open the whole night. 
—Alas! when ſhall we return ?—I cannot ſet eyes 
on my beloved friend Duſhmanta ſince he ſet his 


heart on taking another wife. Stepping aſide and f 
looking. I— Oh! there he is. — How changed!— Hi 
carries a bow, indeed, but wears for his diadem a 


garland of wood- flowers. — He is advancing : I muſt 


begin my operations. [ He ſtandi leantng on a fl.] 


N EY me thus take a moment's reſt, —[ Aloud. ] 


Dien enters, as deſcribed. 


Deb. [Afide, ſigbing.] My darling is not fo 


eaſily attainable ; yet my heart aſſumes confidence 


: from the manner in which ſhe ſeemed affected: 


 furely, though our love has not hitherto proſpered, 
yet the inclinations of us both are fixed on our 
union. Smiling. ]—Thus do lovers agreeably be- 
guile themſelves, when all the powers of their ſouls 
are intent on the objects of their deſire !—But am 


'F beguiled } ? No ; when ſhe caſt her eyes even on her 


companions, they ſparkled with tenderneſs ; when ſhe 
moved her graceful arms, they dropped, as if lan- 


guid with love; when her friend remonſtrated againſt 
her departure, ſhe ſpoke angrily—All this was, ne 
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doubt, on my account,—Oh ! how quick-ſighted 
is love in diſcerning his own advantages 
Madb. [ Bending downward, as before.] Great 
prince! my hands are unable to move; and it is 
with my lips only that I can mutter a bleſſing on 
you. May the king be victorious! 
 Dultm. [ Looking at him and ſmiling.] Ah! what 
has crippled thee, friend Madhavya ? 
Mädb. You ſtrike my eye with your own 1 hand, ; 
and then aſk what makes it weep. 
Duſbm. Speak intelligibly. I know . not What 
you mean. g 
Midh. Look at yon Vetas tree bent double in 
the river. Is it crooked, I pray, by its own "its 
or by the force of the ſtream ? 
Diſbm. It is bent, I ſuppoſe, by the current. 
 Madh. So am I by your Majeſty. 
Duſbm. How ſo, Madhavya ? . 
| Madh. Does it become you, I pray, to leave the 
great affairs of your empire, and ſo charming a 
manſion as your palace, for the fake of living here 


like a foreſter ? Can you hold a council in a wood ? 


I, who am a reverend Brahmen, have no longer 
the uſe of my hands and feet : they are put out of 
joint by my running all day long after dogs and wild 
beaſts. Favour me, I entreat, with your permiſ- : 
ſion to repoſe but a ſingle day, 

 Duſpm. | Aſide. } Such are this poor fellows com] 
plaints 0 whilſt I, when I think of C 5 daugh- 
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ter, have as little reliſh for hunting as hes How 
can I brace this bow, and. fix a ſhaft in the ſtring, 
to ſhoot at thoſe beautiful deer who dwell in the 
ſame groves with my beloved, and whoſe. adn de- 


rive luſtre from her's? 


 Midb. {Looking fedfaftly. at the lin.] Whas | 


ſcheme is your royal mind contriving ? 1 have been 


crying, I find, in a wilderneſsz. 
Duſbm. I think of nothing but the gratification 


of my old friend's wiſhes. . 


Madb. [ Toyfully.] Then 00G the king live long 


[ Rifeng, but counterfeiting. feebleneſe. 
Duſbm. Stay; and liſten to me. e 
1 Let the king command. 


Duſbm. When you have taken repoſe, I ſhall 
want your. aſſiſtance in another buſineſs, that will : 


give you no fatigue. 


| Midb. Oh! What can that be, unleſs it he cat- 


ing rice · pudding sg 
Daſbm. Vou ſhall know in due t time. 
Maädb. I ſhall be delighted to hear it. 
Duſbm. Hola! who 1s there? 


3. Chamberlain enters. 
Cham. Let my ſovereign command me. 


Duſbm. Raivataca, bid the General attend. 
Cham. I obey.—{ He goes out, and returns with thi 


General. ]—Come quickly, "wy the * Rands en 1 


n you. 


THE FATAL RING3 


Gen. [ Afide looking at Duſhmanta,] How comes 
it that hunting, which moraliſts reckon a vice, 
ſhould be a virtue in the eyes of a king ? Thence 
it 18, no doubt, that our emperor, occupied in per- 
petual toil, and inured to conſtant heat, is become 
ſo lean, that the ſunbeams hardly affect him; while 
he is ſo tall, that he looks to us little men, like an 
elephant grazing on a mountain: he ſeems all ſoul, 
Aloud, approaching the king. May our monarch 
ever be victorious !—This foreſt, O king, is infeſted ; 
by beaſts of prey: we ſee the traces of their huge 
| fret in every pathi—Whart orders is it your _ 
ſure to give? . 

 Duſbm. Bhadraſéna, this moralizing Madharya has 
put a ſtop to our recreation by n the plea- 
ſures of the chaſe. 

Gen. [ Afide to Madhavya. ] Be firm to your word, 
my friend ; whilſt I ſound the king's real inclina- 
tos 10] Sir the fool talks idly. Con- 
ſider the delights of hunting. The body, it is true, 
becomes emaciated, but.it is light and fit for exer- 
ciſe. Mark how the wild beaſts of various kinds 
are variouſly affected by fear and by rage! What 
pleaſure equals that of a proud archer, when his 
arrow hits the mark as it flies?—Can hunting be 
juſtly called a vice? No mmi, V can be 
compared with it. 

Madh. [Angrily. ] Away, thou falſe flatterer | 2 
The king, indeed, follows his natural bent, and is 
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excuſeable; but thou ſon of a ſlave girl, haſt no 

excuſe.— Away to the wood! How I wiſh thou 

hadſt been ſeized by a tyger or an old bear, who 
was prowling for a ſhakal, like thyſelf! 

Duſhm. We are now, Bhadraſcna, encamped near 

| 2 ſacred hermitage ; and I cannot at preſent applaud 

your panegyric on hunting. This day, therefore, 


let the wild buffalos roll undiſturbed in the ſhalloww N 
water, or toſs up the ſand with their horns ; let tge 
herd of antelopes, afſembled under the thick ſnade, 


ruminate without fear ; let the large boars root up 


the herbage on the brink of yon*pool ; and let this N 


my bow take repoſe with a ſlaekened * 
Gen. As our lord commands. 


Duſbm. Recall the archers who have ahmed 
before me, and forbid the officers to go very far 


from this hallowed grove. Let them beware of ir- 


ritating the pious: holy men are eminent for pa- 


tient virtues, yet conceal within their boſoms a 


ſcorching flame; as carbuncles are naturally cool 
to the touch ; but, if the rays of the fun have been 7 


imbibed by them, they burn the hand. 


Madh. Away now, and ramp, on the delights 


of hunting. 
Gen. The king's 72 are end. [He goes out. 


Duſbm. [To his attendants.) Put off your hunt- 


ing apparel; and thou, Raivataca, continue in wait- 
wg at a little diſtance. 


Cham. I ſhall obey. C. ces out. 


THE FATAL RING. 


| Madh. So! you have cleared the ſtage : not even 
a fly is left on it. Sit down, I pray, on this pave- 
ment of ſmooth pebbles, and the ſhade of this tree 
ſhall be your canopy : I will fit by you; for I am 
inpatient to know what will give me no fatigue. 
Dufbm. Go firſt and ſeat thyſelf. 
Madh. Come, my royal friend. 
[ They both fit under a tree. 
Duſtm. Friend Miadhavya, your eyes have not 


been gratified with an "_ which beſt deterves: to 


be ſeen. 
Madb. Ves, truly ; ; for a king i is before them. 
Duſbm. All men are apt indeed, to think favour. 
ably of themſelves; but I meant TTY the 
brighteſt ornament of theſe woods. 
Madb. [ Afide.] I muſt not foment this ts... — 
[ Aloud.) What can you gain by ſeeing her? She is 


a Brähmen' 8 ne., and n no 2 5 


for you! 


| Duſtm. What! Do monde gaze at the new moon, 


with uplifted heads and fixed eyes, from a hope of 
poſſeſſing it ? But you muſt know, that the heart of 


Duſhmanta is not fixed on an —_— which he m_ 

for ever deſpair of attaining. 
 Madh. Tell me how. 
 Duſvm. She is the daughter 42 a pious prince nad 

warrior, by a celeſtial nymph; and, her mother 


having left her on earth, ſhe has been foſtered by 
Canna, even as a freſh bloſſom of Malati, which 
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droops on its pendant ſtalk, is s raiſe and expanded | | 


by the ſun's light. 
Maädb. [ Laughing.) Your defire to e this 
ruſtic girl, when you have women bright as gems 
in your palace already, is like the fancy of a man, 
who has loſt his reliſh for _ and __ for the 


| four tamarind. 


Duſbm. Did you know her you: well not « talk 
_ fo wildly, 


Madb. Oh! 8 whatever a ing admires. | 


: muſt be ſuperlatively charming. 


Duſbm. [ Smiling.) What need is there of hae. 


ſcription? When I meditate on the power of Brah- 
ma, and on her lineaments, the creation of ſo tran- 
ſcendent a jewel outſhines, in my apprehenſion, all 
his other works: ſhe. was formed and moulded in 


the eternal mind, which had raiſed with its utmoſt 
exertion, . the ideas of perfect ſhapes, . and * 


made an aſſemblage of all abſtract beauties. 


Madb. She muſt, render, then, all other hand- | 


- ſome women contemptible. has 

 __ Duſbm. In my mind ſhe really ev. I know: 
not yet what bleſſed. inhabitant of this world will 
be the poſſeſſor of that faultleſs beauty, which now 
reſembles a bloſſom whoſe fragrance has not been 


difuſed ; a freſh leaf, which no hand has tem from | 
itts ſtalk; a pure diamond, which no. poliſher has 
handled; new honey, whoſe ſweetneſs is yet un- 


taſted ; or rather the celeſtial fruit of collected vir | 
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tues, to the perfection of which nothing can be 


added. 


| Madh. Make haſte, then, or the fruit of all vir- 


tues will drop into the hand of ſome devout ruſtic, 
whoſe hair ſhines with oil of Ingud} 


Duſbm. She is not her own. miſtreſs ; and her 


| foſter-father is at a diſtance. 


 Madh. How is ſhe- Alpoled towards you? 
Duſbm. My friend, the damſels in a hermit's fa- 


; mily are naturally reſerved : yet ſhe did look at me, 


wiſhing to be unperceived ; then ſhe ſmilled, and 
ſtarted a new ſubje& of converſation. Love is by 
nature averſe to a ſudden communication, and hither- 
to neither fully diſplays, nor wholly conceals, him- 
ry in her. demeanour towards me. 


 Madb. [ Laughing.] Has ſhe thus taken poſſeſ- 


ſion of your heart on ſo tranſient a view? 


' Duſbm. When ſhe walked about with her female 
friends, I ſaw her yet more diſtinaly, and my paſ- 
ſion was greatly augmented. She ſaid ſweetly, but 
untruly, My foot is hurt by the points of the 
« Cuſa graſs :” then ſhe ſtopped ; but ſoon, ad- 
vancing a few paces, turned back her face, pretend- 
ing a wiſh to diſentangle her veſt of woven bark from 


the branches in which it had not really been caught. 


Midh. Vou began with chaſing an antelope, and 


have now ſtarted new game: thence it is, I preſume, 
| that you are grown ſo fond of a-conſecrated foreſt. 


| Duſtm. Now the buſineſs for you, which I men- 


SACONTALA OR, 


. tioned, i is this : you, who are a Brihmen, moſt find 
ſome expedient for my ſecond entrance into that 
aſylum of virtue, 

Madb. And the advice which I give is thier: re- 
member that you are a king. 

Duſbm. What then? 

Mädb. „Hola! bid the hermits bring my fixth 
“ part of their grain.” Say this, and enter the 
_ grove without ſcruple. 

Duſbm. No, Madhavya : thay. pay a Lifevent tri- 


bute, who, having abandoned all the gems and gold 


of this world, poſſeſs riches far ſuperior. The wealth 
of princes, collected from the four orders of their 
ſubjects, is periſhable ; but pious men give us a 


ſixth part of the fruits of their * ; fruits which N 


will never periſh, 


Behind the ſcenes.] Happy men that, we are! we 


have now attained the object of our defire. 


Duſbm. Hah! 1 hear the voices of ſome religious | 


| anchorites. 


The Chamberlain enters. | 

Cham. May the king be victorious !—Two young 
men, ſons of a hermit, are waiting at my Ration, 
and ſoliciting an audience. 
Dum. Introduce them without * 

Cham. As the king commands. He 'goes out, 
and re-enters with two Brähmens. . on; come 
this my. 
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Firſt Brabm. [ Looking at the king. ] Oh! what 
confidence is inſpired by his brilliant appearance 
Or proceeds it rather from his diſpoſition to virtue 
and holineſs . Whence comes it, that my fear 
vaniſhes ?!——He now has taken his abode in a 
wood which ſupplies us with every enjoyment ; and 
with all his exertions for our ſafety, his devotion 
increaſes from day to day.—The praiſe of a mo- 
narch who has conquered his paſſions aſcends even 
to heaven: inſpired bards are continually ſinging, 
«© Behold a virtuous prince !” but with us the royal 
name ſtands firit : ** Behold, among kings, a ſage !” 

Second Brahm. Is — * friend, the wy vir⸗ 
tuous Duſhmanta? 

Firſt Brahm. Even he. 

Second Brahm, It is not then wonderful, that he 
alone, whoſe arm is lofty and ſtrong as the main bar 


of his city gate, poſſeſſes the whole earth, which 


torms a dark boundary to the ocean ; or that the 
gods of Swerga, who fiercely contend in battle with 
evil powers, proclaim victory gained by his braced 
bow, not by the thunderbolt of INDRA. "| | 
Both. [ Approaching him.] O king, be victorious ! . 
Duſbm.] Riſing.) I humbly ſalute you both. 
Both. Bleſſings on thee! 
Duſbm. Neſesfalb. ] May I know the cauſe of 


this viſit ? | 


Firſt Brabm. Our . is bailed by the pious | 
inhabitants of theſe woods ; and they implore—— 


* 
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-Duſhm. What is their command ? 
Firſt Brahm. In the abſence of our ſpiritual guide, 
Canna, ſome evil demons are diſturbing our holy 


retreat. Deign, therefore, accompanied by thy 
_ Charioteer, to be maſter of our aſylum, ah it be only 


for a few ſhort days. _ 
Duſbm. [| Eagerly.] I am m highly favoured by your 


| invitation. 


gn! F They: draw you by the neck, but not againſt 
your 


car, with my bow and quiver. 


Cham. I obey. © © 2 goes out, 
Firſt Brahm. Such condeſcenſion well becomes ” 


thee, who art an univerſal guardian. 

Second Brahm. Thus do the deſcendants of Puru 
N their engagement to deliver their ſubjects 
from fear of danger. 


| Duſbm. Go firſt, holy men: 1 will follow inſtantly. | 


Both. Be ever victorious [They go out. 


 Dufbm. Shall you not be delighted, friend Mad- 


havya, to ſee my Sacontala? 
Midh. At firſt I ſhould have had no objection; 


but I have a galiderable one Vos the — of the 


demons. 


Duſhm. O Oh! fear nothing you will ber near me. 
Madh. And you, I hope, will | have leiſure to . 


protect me from them. 
+ 


Madb |[ Afide.] Exodlent promoters of your de- g | 


Duſbm. Raivataca, bid my charioteer ene my | 


2 
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| | The Chamberlain re-enters. 
| Cham. May our lord be victorious !—The im- 
perial car is ready; and all are expecting your tri- 


umphant approach. 'Carabba too, a meſſenger from 


the queen-mother, is juſt arrived from the city. 
Duſbm. Is he really come from the venerable queen? 
Cham. There can be no doubt of it. 
Duſbm. Let him appear before me. 
[ The Chamberlain goes out, and returns 
with the Meſſenger. DOSY 
Cham. There ſtands the king—O Carabba, ap- 
proach him with reverence. 
Meſ. Flat himſelf.) May the king be ever 
victorious I- —The royal * ſends this meſ- 
. Deckre her command. 
Mef. Four days hence the uſual faſt for the ad- 
vancement of her ſon will be kept with ſolemnity; 
and the preſence of the king (may his life be pro- 
longed!) will then be required. 5 
Duſbm. On one hand is a commiſſion from holy 
Brahmens ; on the other, a command from my re- 


verend parent: both duties are ſacred, and neither 


muſt be neglected. 
Madb. L Laughing. ] Stay endes 18 them 
both, like king Triſancu between heaven and earth; 
when the pious men ſaid, . Riſe!“ nd” the * 
of Swerga ſaid, . Fall!“ 
* In truth I am greatly denke ** 
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mind is principally diſtracted by the diſtance of the 
two places where the two duties are to be perform- 
ed; as the ſtream of a river is divided by rocks 
in the middle of its bed. Muſing.— Friend Mad- 
havya, my mother brought you up as her own ſon, 
to be my playfellow, and to divert me in my child- 
hood. You may very properly a& my part in the 
queen's devotions. Return then to the city, and 
give an account of my diſtreſs through the commiſ- 
ion of theſe reverend foreſters. 

Midh. That J will ;—but you could not really 
ſuppoſe that I was afraid of demons! 

Daſbm. How come you, who are an egregious 
Brähmen, to be ſo bold on a ſudden? 

M'ädb. Oh! I am now a young king. 

Duſom. Yes, certainly; and I will diſpatch my 
whole train to attend your highneſs, whilſt T put an 
end to the diſturbance in this hermitage. 

Mädb. [ Surutting.] See, I am a prinee regnant. 

Duſbm. [Afede. ] This buffoon of a Brähmen has 
a ſlippery genius. He will perhaps diſcloſe my pre- 
ſent purſuit to the women in the palace. I muſt try 
to deceive him. Taling Madhavya by the hand.] 
I ſhall enter the foreſt, be aſſured, only through re- 
ſped for its pious inhabitants; not from any ineli- 
nation for the daughter of a hermit. How far am 

I raiſed above a girl educated among antelopes ; a 
gurl whoſe heart muſt ever be a ſtranger to love ? * 

The tale was Invented for my diverſion? : 


18 
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Madb. Yes, to be ſure ; only for your diverſion. 
Duſtm. Then farewel, my friend; execute my 
commiſſion faithfully, whilſt I proceed to de- 
fend the anchorites. . 


— — 


W 
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ACT. r 
SCENE, th Hauer in a Grove. 
The Hermit's PueiL bearing conſecrated ral. 


. CMeditatng with wits ] 


How great is the power of Duſhmanta he 


monarch and his charioteer had no ſooner entered 
the grove than we continued our holy rites without 
interruption. What words can deſcribe him ?— 

By his barely aiming adhaft, by the mere ſound of 
his bow ſtring, by the ſimple murmur of his vibrat- 
ing bow, he diſperſes at once our calamities. Now 


then I deliver to the prieſts this bundle of freſh 


Cuſa graſs, to be ſcattered round the place of ſacri- 
fice. 
vada, for whom are you carrying that ointment of 
Usira root, and thoſe leaves of water lilies ?—[ Li/- 


tening attentively.]—What ſay you ?—That Sacon- 


tala is extremely diſordered by the ſun's heat, and 
| that you have procured. for her a cooling medicine! 
Let her, my Priyamvada, be diligently attended; 
for ſhe is the darling of our venerable father Canna. 
— 1 will adminiſter, by the hand of Gautami, ſome 
healing water conſec rated in the ceremony called 


Vaitäna. | LY goee * 
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[ Looking behind the ſeener. ]—Ah! Priyam- 
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Duſhmanta enters, expreſſing the diſtrafion of a lover. 
Daſom. I well know the power of her devotion :; 
that ſhe will ſuffer none to diſpoſe of her but Can- 
na, I too well know. Yet my heart can no more 
return to its former placid ſtate, than water can re- 
aſcend the ſteep, down which it has fallen.—-O God 
of Love, how can thy darts be ſo keen, ſince they 


are pointed with flowers ?—Yes, I diſcover the reaſon 
of their keenneſs. They are tipped with the flames 


which the wrath of Hara kindled, and which blaze 
at this moment, like the Barava fire under the waves: 
how elſe couldſt thou, who waſt conſumed even to 
aſhes, be ſtill the inflamer of our ſouls? By thee 
and by the moon, though each of you ſeems worthy 


of confidence, we lovers are cruelly deceived. 'They 


who love as I do, aſcribe flowery ſhafts to thee, and 


cool beams to the moon, with equal impropriety 3 


for the moon ſheds fire on them with her dewy 
rays, and thou pointeſt with ſharp diamonds thoſe 


| arrows which ſeem to be barbed with bloſſoms. Vet 


this god, who bears a fiſh on his banners, and who 
wounds me to the ſoul, will give me real delight, if he 


deſtroy me with the aid of my beloved, whoſe eyes 

are large and beautiful as thoſe of a roe.— O power- 
ful divinity, even when I thus adore thy attributes, 
haſt thou no compaſſion? Thy fire, O Love, is 
fanned into a blaze by a hundred of my vain thoughts. 


Does it become thee to draw thy bow even to thy 
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rar, chat the ſhaft, aimed abe — 


a deeper wound Where now can I recreate my af- 
flicted ſoul by the pernuſſion of thoſe pious men 


whoſe uneaſineſs I have removed by diſmiſſing my ! 
train ?—{ Sighing. ]—T can have no relief but from 


a ſight of my beloved. Looking up.] This in- 


tenſely hot noon muſt, no doubt, be paſſed by Sa- 


contala with her damſels on the banks of this river 


overſhadowed with Tamãlas. It muſt be ſo:—I will 
advance thither . Walking round and looling.I— 


My ſweet friend has, I gueſg, been lately walking 
under that row of young trees; for I ſee the ſtalks 


of ſome flowers, which probably the gathered, ſtill a 


unſhrivelled; and ſome freſh leaves, newly plucked, *' 
fill dropping» mil. ¶ Feeling a breeze. Ah! 
this bank has a delightful air! Hęre may the gale | 


embrace me, wafting odours from the water lilies. 1 


and cool my breaſt, inflamed by the bodileſs god, 
with the liquid particles which it catches from the 


vaves of the Malin -¶ Looing down. }—Happy | 


dover! Sacontala muſt be ſomewhere in this grove 
of flowering creepers; for I diſcern on the yellow 
ſand at the door of yon arbour ſome recent foot- 


eps, raiſed a little before, and depreſſed behind by | 


the weight of her elegant limbs. ſhall have a 
better view from behind this thick foliage.—[ He 


conceals bimſelf, looking vigilantly.]—Now are my eyes | 


fully gratified. —The darling of my heart, with her 
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two faithful attendants, repoſes on a ſmooth rock 

frown with freſh flowers. — Theſe branches will hide 
mes whilſt I hear their charming converſation. 

| : {He andi concealed, and Lanes. 


Wee and her two Danſch diſcovered. E 
Both. [ Fanning her.] Bay, beloved Sacontala, 
does the breeze, raiſed by our fans of l lotos 


leaves, refreſh you? FR 


Sac. | Mournfully.] . as, PR my dear friends 
take this trouble? 
[Both look forrowfully at each other. 
Dum. | Afide.] Ab! ſhe ſeems much indiſpoſed. 
What can have been the fatal cauſe of ſo violent a 
feuer Is it what my heart ſuggeſts ? - Or 
 CMufjing.]—1 am perplexed with doubts.— The 
medicine extracted from the balmy Usira has been 
applied, I fer, to her buſoan : her only bracelet is 
made of thin filaments from the ſtalks of a water 
lily, and even that is looſely bound on her arm. 
Let even thus diſordered, ſhe is exquiſitely beauti- 
ful.—Such are the hearts of the young! Love and 
the ſun equally inflame us; but the ſcorching heat 
of ſummer leads not equally to happineſs with the 
ardour of youthful deſires. 
Pri. | Afede to Anuſuya.] Did you not obſerve 
how the heart of Sacontala was affected by the firſt 
ſight of our pious monarch ? My ſuſpicion is, that 
| her malady has no other cauſe. 
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car, that the ſhaft, aimed at my 3 may inflict 
a deeper wound ?—W here now can I recreate my af- 
flicted ſoul by the permiſſion of thoſe pious men 
whoſe uneaſineſs I have removed by diſmiſſing my 
train ?—[ Sighing.]—I can have no relief but from 

_ tenſely hot noon muſt, no doubt, be paſſed by Sa- 
contala with her damſels on the banks of this river 


overſhadowed with Tamälas. It muſt be ſo: I will 


advance thither.——{ Walking round and looking. ]— 


My ſweet friend has, I gueſg, been lately walking 
under that row of young trees; for I ſee the ſtalks 


of ſome flowers, which probably the gathered, fill 
_ unfhrivelled ; and ſome freſh leaves, newly plucked, | 
{ll dropping» milk.———[ Feeling a breeze. J---Ab + *' 
this bank has a delightful air! ; 


and cool my breaſt, inflamed by the bodileſs god, 
with the liquid particles which it catches from the 
waves of the Malin ¶ Looking down. ]-- Happy, 


tover ! Sacontala muſt be ſomewhere in this grove 


of flowering creepers; for I diſcern on the yellow | 
ſand at the door of yon arbour ſome recent foot- 


ſteps, raiſed a little before, and depreſſed hehind by 
the weight of her elegant limbs. ſhall have a 


better view from behind this thick foliage. [Hl 
conceals himſelf, looking vigilantly.]—Now are my eyes | 
fully gratified. —The darling of my heart, with her 


——Heve may the gale 
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leaves, refreſh you ? 


THE FATAL RING. 


two faithful attendants, repoſes on a ſmooth rock 


frown with freſh flowers.—Theſe branches will hide 
me, whilſt I hear their charming converſation. 
| (ie en, 185 gaxet. 


Sacontala and as two Dames ferred,” 

Both. ( Fanning ber.] Bay, beloved Sacontalä, 
does the breeze, raiſed by our fans of broad lotos 
© 

Sac. | Mournfully,) Why, ala do my dear friends 
take this trouble ? 

[Beth look forrowfully at each other. 

Duſbm. [Afede.] Ab! ſhe ſeems much indiſpoſed. 
What can have been the fatal cauſe of ſo violent a 
fever Is it what my heart ſuggeſts? Or 
[Mufing. ]—I am perplexed with doubts.— The 
medicine extracted from the balmy Usira has been 
applied, I fer, to her buſom: her only bracclet is 


made of thin filaments from the ſtalks of a water 


lily, and even that is looſely bound on her arm. 


Vet even thus diſordered, the is exquiſitely beauti- 


ful.—Such are the hearts of the young! Love and 
the ſun equally inflame us; but the ſcorching heat 
of ſummer leads not equally to happineſs with the 


ardour of youthful defires. 


Pri. [Aſide to Anuſuya.] Did you not obſerve 
how the heart of Sacontala was affected by the firſt 
ſight of our pious monarch ? My ſuſpicion 18, that 
her malady has no other cauſe. 
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Anu. A de to Frueh ] The ſame ee 


had riſen in my mind. I will aſk her at once.— 
LAloud.] -My ſweet Sacontali, let me put one 


queſtion to you. What has really occalioned your 


indiſpoſition ? 
Duſhm. [ Afide.] She muſt now deckre it. Ah ! 


though her bracelets of lotos are bright as moon 


beams, yet they are marked, I . with black ſpots 
from internal ardour. @& „ 

Sac. [Half raiſing herſelf. ] Oh! ! ſay what you 
ſuſpect to have occaſioned it. 

Anu. Sacontali, we muſt neceſſarily be ignorant 


of what is paſſing in your breaſt; but I ſuſpe& your 


caſe to be that which we have 8 heard related 
in tales of love. Tell us openly what cauſes your 


illneſs. A phyſician, without knowing the cauſe of 
a diſorder, cannot even begin to apply a remedy. 


Duſhm. [Hfedee ] I flatter myſclf with the ſame 
ſuſpicion, 

Sat. [Aſide.] My pain is e yet I can- 
not haſtily diſcloſe the occaſion of it. 

Pri. My ſweet friend, Anuſiya, ſpeaks ration- 
ally, Conſider the violence of your indiſpoſition. 


Every day you will be more and more emaciated, 


though your exquiſite pn has not yet forſaken 


Deb. [Af de.] Moſt true. Her forehead hs 


i. ; her neck droops ; her waiſt is more ſlen- 


der than before ; her {ſhoulders languidly : fall ; her 
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lowed foreſt, met my eye 
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complexion is wan; ſhe reſembles a Madhavi-creep- 
er, whoſe leaves are dried by a ſultry gale: yet 
even thus transformed, ſhe is lovely, and charms my 


0 ſoul. 


Sac. [Sighing.] What more can I ay! ? Ah! why 5 


ſhould I be the occaſion of your ſorrow ? 


Pri. For that very reaſon, my beloved, we 15 


ſolicitous to know your ſecret; ſince, when each of 


us has a ſhare of your uneafineſs, your will bear more 


eaſily your own portion of it. 


Duſhm. | Aft de. Thus el by two friends, 


who ſhare her pains as well as her pleaſures, ſhe can- 
not fail to diſcloſe the hidden cauſe of her malady ; 


whilſt I, on whom ſhe looked at our firſt interview 


with marked affection, am filled wath anxious delire : 
to hear her anſwer. | 


Sac. From the very inſtant when the accompliſh. 
ed prince, who has juſt given repoſe to our hal- 


1. 1 off, and looks mod: 5. 
Botb. Speak on, beloved Sacontala. 


Sac. From that inſtant my affection was Wellen 
ably fixed on him —and thence I am reduced to =_ 


protons languor.- 


Anu. Fortunately your affetion is placed on a 


man worthy of yourſelf. 


Pri. Oh! could a . river have deſerted the ſa 
and flowed into a lake? 


"Dem. [Jexfuly: ] That which 1 was eager to 
Y C1 ij Tm, | 
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know, her own lips have told. Love wasthe cauſe of 

muy diftemper, and love has healed it; as a ſummer's 

day, grown black with clouds, 24 
from the heat which itſelf had cauſed. 


Sac. If it be no difagreeable taſk, contrive; I en- 


treat you, ſome means by which I may find favour 


in the king's eyes. 


ö 
e eee preſent un- 


eaſy ſituation. 


Pri. [Afide to Amuſiys.] A remedy for her, my 


friend, will ſcarce be attainable. Exert all the 
eee ee naked 3 for her Heſs admits Oe 


delay. 


pe | 
hs. ab Safi} How do? e 
Pri. The young king ſeemed, I admit, "oy his 


tender glances, to be enamoured of her at firſt ſight ; 


and he has been obſerved, within theſe few days, 
to be pale and thin, as if his n had kept him 
long awake. 

Duſtm. [ Aſide.] So it e brace- 
let, ſullied by the flame which preys on me, and 


_ which no dew mitigates, but the tears guſhing night- 
ly from theſe eyes, has fallen again and again on 


Anu. [Afide to 8 1 By what expedient 

can her eure be both accelerated and kept ſecret ? 
Pri. [ Ar before.) Oh! to keep it ſecret will be 
eaſy ; but to attain it ſoon, almoſt * dif- 
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y—_ and has been replaced on my emaciated ; 


"ol Cond.) I have = thought, Anuſtyi— 


Loet us write a love letter, which I will conceal in a 
flower, and, under the pretext of making a reſpect- 
ful offering, deliver 3t myſelf into the king's hand. 


Anu. An excellent contrivance! It pleaſes me 
highly ; ; but what ſays our beloved Sacontala? 
Sac. I muſt conſider, my friend, the pallble cone 


ſequences of ſuch a ſtep. 


Pri. Think allo of a verſe or two, which may ſuit 
your paſhon, and be conſiſtent with the character of 
a lovely girl born in an exalted family. 

Sac. I will think of them in due time; but mx 


heart flutters with the apprehenſion of being rejected. 


Duſbm. [Aide] Here ſtands the man ſupremely 


| bleſſed in thy preſence, from whom, O timid girl, 
thou art apprehenſive of a refuſal | Here ſtands the 
man, from whom, O beautiful maid, thou feareſt 


rejection, though he loves thee diſtractedly. He 
who ſhall poſſeſs thee will ſeek no brighter gem; 
and thou art the gem which I am eager to pollels, 
nu. You depreciate, Sacontala, your own in- 
; merits, What man in his ſeuſes would 
intercept with an umbrella the moonlight of autumn, 
which alone can allay the fever Cauſed by the bent 
0 the noon? 4 
"0 [ Smiling. ] 1 am engaged in tought. 


— meditate. 
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Duſbm. Then thus I fix my eyes on the lovely 
poeteſs, without cloſing them a moment, while The 
meaſures the feet of her verſe: her forehead is 
gracefully moved in cadence, and her whole aſpect 


indicates pure affection. 


Sac. I have thought of a couplet; but we have 


; no writing implements. 9 


Pri. Let us hear the words ; and * 1 will 


mark them with my nail on this lotos leaf, ſoft and 
green as the breaſt of a young parroquet : it may eaſily 
be cut into the form of a letter.—Repeat the.verſes. 


Sac. © Thy heart, indeed, I know not: but 
“ mine, oh! cruel, love warms by day and by 


< night; and all my faculties are centered on thee.” 


| Duſhm. [ Haſtily advancing, and pronouncing a verſe 


in the ſame meaſure.] * Thee, O ſlender maid, love 

« only warms 3 but me he burns; as the day-ſtar 

only ſtifles the fragrance of the night-flower, out 
„ quenches the very orb of the moon. 


Anu. | Looking at him Joyfully. ] Welcome, great 


king : the fruit of my friend's 1 magnate has * 
ened without. delay. 


[Sacontala- expre efſes an inclination to-ri ” 
Du/hm. Give yourſelf no pain. Thoſe delicate 


limbs, which repoſe on a couch of flowers, thoſe 


arms, whoſe bracelets of lotos are diſarranged by a 
ſlight preſſure, and that ſweet frame, which the hot 


noom ſeems to have Glerdered, muſt not be fatigued 
| * — | 
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Sac. [LAſide.] O my heart, canſt thou not reſt at 
length after all thy ſufferings? 
Anu. Let our ſovereign take for his ſeat a part 


of _ rock on which ſhe repoſes. 


[Sacontala makes a little room. 
Duſhm. [ Seating himſelf. ] Priyamvada, i 18 not the 


Loans of your * friend 1 in ſome degree abat- 
ed? 


Pri. [Smiling.] She has juſt mh ſalutary me- 


dicine, and will ſoon be reſtored to health. But, 


O mighty prince, as I am favoured by you and by | 
her, my friendſhip for Sacontala prompts me to 


converſe with you for a few moments. 


Duſhm. * damſel, — W 5 — * ; 


preſs nothing. 


Pri. Our lord ſhall hear. 
| Duſhm. I am attentive. 
Pri. By diſpelling the alarms of our r pious her- 


mits, you have W the duty of a great mo- 


narch. 6 

Duſbm. Oh! 8 talk a Rule on other ſubjects. 

Pri. Then I muſt inform you that our beloved 
companion is enamoured of you, and has been re- 
duced to her preſent languor by the reſiſtleſs divi- 


nity, love. You: _ can on her ineſtimable 
fe. 


e Gent. 3 our paſſion is reci- 
procl; but it is I who am honoured. »* 


Sac. LSliag, with a mixture of aft and re. 
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 Jeniment.] Why ſhould-you detain the virtuous mo- 


narch, who muſt be afflicted by ſo long an abſence 


fromthe ſecret apartivents of his palace ? 


Duſhm. This heart of mine, oh thou who art of 


all things the deareſt to it, will have no object but 
thee, whoſe eyes enchant me with their black ſplen- 


dour, if thou wilt but ſpeak in a milder train, I, 
who was nearly ſan by love's arrou, am e 


by thy ſpeech ; 
Anu. [ Laugbing.] Princes 3 are 14 to have many | 
favourite conſorts. You muſt aſſure us, therefore, 
that our beloved friend {hall not be expoſed to af- 


fliction through our conduct. 
Duſbm. What need is there of many words? Let 


there be ever ſo many women in my palace, I will 

have only two objects of perfect regard; the ſeagirt 

earth, which I govern, and your ſweat friend whom 
I love. 


Both. Our anxiety is diſſipated. 1 
[ Sacontals frives in vain to conceal ber joy- 
Pri. [ Afide 10 Anuſuya.] See how our friend re- 
covers her {ſpirits by little and little, as the peahen, 


oppreſſed by the ſummer heat, is refreſhed by a ſoft 
—__— a gentle ſhower. 5 

Sac. [ To the damſels.] Forgive, 1 pray, my of- 
fence in having uſed unmeaning words: they were 
-uttered only for your amuſement in return n 


_ care of me. 
2 were the occaſion, indeed, ol our ſe. 


5 THE FATAL RING. 
rious advice. But i it is the king who muſt forgive : . 


who elſe is offended ? 


Nie The giuts monarch well, 5 eral; encate 
what has been ſaid either before him or in his ab- 


ſence.—[ Afide to the damſelt.] Intereede wth * 


I entreat you. 


Dum. [Smiling.] I would cheerfully forgive any 
offence, loxely Sacontaliy if you, who have domi- 


nion over my heart, would allow me full room to 


N ſit by you, and recover from my fatigue on this 
3 flowery eouch preſſed by your delicate lmbs. 


Pri. Allow him room; it will appeaſe him, and 
make him happy. 
Sac. [ Pretending anger, afide to Priyamvads.] Be 


A quiet, thou miſchief-making girl? Doſt thou ſport 
| _— me in my preſent weak ftate ? a 


Anu. { Looking bebind the ſeenes. Oi my Priya 
rad, there is our favourite young antelope running 


_ wildly aud turning his gyes on all ſides: he is, no 


doubt, ſeeking his mother, who has rambled in the 
wide foreſt. I muſt go and aſſiſt his ſearch. 
Pri. He is very nimble ? and you alone will never 


be able to confine him in one place. I muſt accom- 


rr. {Bath going ont. 
Sac. Alas! I cannot conſent 40 your going far 


I ſhall be left alone. 


Batz. IS Alone ! eib the forereign. of 


the world by your-fide! , [They go AY | 
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8 my own miſtreſs, or 
appointed to attend me. What can I do at preſent? 


 Duſhm. Sweet maid, give yourſelf no concern, 
Am not I, who humbly ſolicit your favour, pre- 


ſent in the room of them? [¶ Aſide. I muſt de- 
clare my paſſion. [ Aloud. Why ſhould not I, 
like them, wave this fan of lotos leaves, to raiſe cool 
breezes and diſſipate your uneafineſs ? Why ſhould 
not I, like them, lay ſoftly in my lap thoſe feet, red 
as water lilies, and preſs * 0 my nn to 


relieve your pain? 


Sac I ſhould offend againſt myſelf, by receiving 


homage from a,perſon entitled to my reſpect. 


[She riſes, and walks ſlowly throngh weakneſs. 
Duſhm. The noon, my love, is not yet paſſed; 


and your ſweet limbs are weak. Having left that 


couch, where freſh flowers covered your baſom, you 
can ill ſuſtain this intenſe heat with ſo languid a 


frame. LE, Ae gently draws her back. 


Sac. Leave me, oh leave me. TI am not, indeed 
—the two damſels were only 


Duſ/hm. | Aſide.] Fear of PRs her makes me 


; baſhful. 


Sac [ Durban hin. ] The king cannot give of: 
fence. It is my unhappy fate only that I accuſe. 
| Du/bm, Why ſhould you accuſe fo favourable a 


deſtiny | KJ 


Sac. How rather can I help Dania it, ſince it 
has permitted my heart to be affected by amiable 


qualities, without having left me at my own diſpoſal? 


THE FATAL RING. 


Du/hm. [ Afde.] One would imagine that the 


charming ſex, inſtead of being, like us, tormented 


with love, kept love himſelf 6 their hearts, to 
torment him with delay.  [Sacontala going out. 


' Duſhm [Ai on How! muſt E then fail of at- 


taining felicity ? 


[ Following "TY and vie the ſtirt of har ah 
Sac. [ Turning back. ] Son of Puru, preſerve thy 


: reaſon ; oh! en it. The hermits are ow on 
all ſides of the grove.® 


 Duſhm. My charmer, your fear of them is vain, 


Canna himſelf, who is deeply verſed in the ſcience 
of law, will be no obſtacle to our union. Many 


daughters of the holieſt men have been married by 


the ceremony called Gandharva, as it is practiſed 

by Indra's band, and even their fathers have ap- 
proved them. [ Looking round. — What ſay you? 
are you ſtill inflexible ? Alas! T mult then depart. 


[ Going from her a feav paces, then looking back. 


Sac. [ Moving alſo a few ſlepe, and then turning 
back her face.) Though I have refuſed compliance, 
and have only allowed you to converſe with me for 
a moment, yet, O ſon of Puru let not Sacon- 
tal be wholly forgotten. 

_ Duſhm. Enchanting girl, ſhould you be label i 
to the ends of the world, you will be fixed in this 
heart, as the ſhade of a lofty tree remains with © - 
even when the day is departed. 
Sas. by wy aft 7 vince I have bined his 5 
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proteſtat ions, my feet move, indeed, but without ad- 


vancing. I will conceal myſelf behind thoſe flower- 


ing Curuvacas, and thence I ſhall fee the reſult of | 
his paſhon. {She hides herſelf behind "the ſhrubs. 


Duſhm. [ Afde.] Can you leave me, beloved Sa- 


: contala; ; me who am all affectiqn? Could you not 
have tarried a ſingle moment ? Soft is your beautiful 
frame, and indicates a benevolent ſoul; yet your 


heart 18 obdurate: as Bs W Biriſna hangs on a 
| hard ſtalk, | 


Sac. [ite] I rally have nw lf the power of 


: departing, 


Dube. 5d). int cn? 1 dufte ahi t 


ſince my darling has left it ?!—f Muſiug and looking 


round. Ah! my departure is happily delayed.— 


Here lies her bracelet of flowers, exquiſitely per- 
fumed by the root of Usira which had been ſpread 


on her boſom ; it has fallen from her delicate wall, 
and is become 2 new chain for my heart. | 

[Taking up the bracelet with reverence. 

Sac. [ [ Aſide, looking at her hand.] Ah me! ſuch 


was my langour, that the filaments of lotos ſtalks 


- which bound my arm n on the grownd un- : 
perceived by me. 


Duſhm. [ Aſide, placing it in * hee ] Oh how 


delightful to the touch! From this ornament of 


your lovely arm, O my darling, though it be in- 
animate and ſenſeleſs, your unhappy lover has regain- 


ed confidence—a bliſs which you refuſed to confer. | 


THE FATAL RING» 


| Sar. [Afide.] I can ftay,here no longer. By this 


pretext I may return, [Going ſlowly towards him. 


 Duſbm, [With rapture.] Ah! the empreſs of my 
ſoul again bleſles theſe eyes. After all my miſery, 
I was deſtined to be favoured by indulgent heaven. 
— The bird Chitac, whoſe throat was parched with 
thirſt, ſupplicated for a drop of water, and ſudden- | 


ly a cool ſtream poured into his bill from the n. 
ty of a freſh cloud. 


Sac. Mighty king, when I N gone half way to 


the cottage, I perceived that my bracelet of thin 
ſtalks had fallen from my wriſt ; and I return be- 


cauſe my heart is almoſt convinced that you muſt 


have ſeen and taken it. Reſtore it, I humbly en- 


treat, eſt you expoſe both yourſelf and me to the 
Dube, "i on ene.condition 1 will return ik. 
Sac. On what condition? Spea ba 
Duſhm. That I may replace it on the wriſt to 


5 which it belongs. 


Sac. LH. J I have no alternative. 
[ Approaching FT 
 Duſhm. But i in order to replace it, we muſt both 


be ſeated on that ſmooth rock. [ Both ſt down, 


 Duſhm, [ Taking her band.] O exquiſite ſoftneſs! 


This hand has regained its native ſtrength and beau- 


ty, like a young ſhoot of Camalata : or it reſembles. 
rather the god of love himſelf, when, having been 


& 
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ſtored to life by a ſhower of neQtar PEE by the 


immortals. 


Sac. [ Pręſſing his 4. ] Let the ſon of my lord : 


mocks haſte to tie on the bracelet.» 


Duſhm. [ Afide, with rapture. ] Now I am truly "0 


bleſſed. That phraſe, the ſon of my lord, is ap- 


L plied only to a huſband. Aloud. ]—My "gs 


the claſp of this bracelet 1s not eafily looſened : 
muſt be made to fit you better. 

Sac. [Smiling.] As you pleaſe. 

Duſbm. [ Quitting her hand.] Look, my darling : 
this is the new moon which left the firmament in 
honour of ſuperior beauty, and, having deſcended 
on your enchanting wriſt, has joined both its horns 

round it in the ſhape of a bracelet. * 


Sac. I really ſee nothing like a moon: the breeze; 
1 ſuppoſe, has ſhaken ſome duſt from the lotos flow- | 
er behind my ears, and that has obſcured my ſight. 
 Du/hm. | Smiling. ] If you permit me, I will blow 


the fragrant duſt from your eye. 


Sac. It wound be a kindneſs ; 3 but I cannot truſt 


you. 


never tranſgreſſes the command of his miſtreſs. 


Sac. But a ſervant over ee deſerves no con- 
fidence. | 


 Duſbm. CA de. 1 1 will not let dip this es 
[ Attempting to raiſe her head—Sacon- 
tala faintly repels him, but fits flill.|-—O damfſcl 


occaſion.— 


Duſhm. Oh! fear not, fear not. A new ſervant 


ff ß 


Is 


* 


n- 


indiſcretion. 


and then baſhfully drops her head—Duſhmanta, afide, 
gently raiſing her head.] 


THE FATAL RING, 


with an antelope's eyes, be not apprehenſive of my 
{ Sacontala looks up for a moment, 


— That lip, the ſoftneſs 
of which is imagined, not proved, ſeems to pro- 
nounce, with a delightful tremour, its permiſſion: 
for me to allay my thirſt. 


Sac. The ſon of my lord ſeems inclined to break 


bis promiſe. 


Duſhm. Beloved, I was Adee by the proximi- 


[- ty of the lotos to that eye which equals it in bright- 
_ nels, 1 [He blows gently on her eye. 


Sac. Well; now I ſee a prince who keeps his 
word as it becomes his imperial character. Yet 1 
am really aſhamed that no deſert of mine entitles 


me to the kind ſervice of my lord's ſon. 


 Du/hm. What reward can I deſire, except that 
which I conſider as the greateſt, the anne of 
your delicious lip? 5 
Sac. Will that content you ? E 
Duſbm. The bee is contented with the mere odour 
of the water lily. 
Sac. If he were not, he would get no remedy. 
Duſhm. Yes, this and this——{ Kiſſing her eagerly. | 
Behind the ſcenes. Hark ! the Chacravica is call- 
ing her mate on the bank of the Malini : the _aght 
is beginning to ſpread her ſhades, 4 
Sac. [ Liſtening alarmed, ] O ſon of my lord, the 


nay Gautaml approaches to inquire after my 


| SXCONTALA 3 OR, 


| Health, Hide yourſelf, I entreat, behind yon trees. 
Dum. 1 yield to , b He retires. 


1 ertry with a'euf in oy thend 


Gant. [ Looking anxiouſly at Sacontali. ] My child, 


here is boly water for thee. What! haft thou no 


companion here but the inviſible gods; thou who 


art ſo much indifpoſed? 
Sac. Both Priyamvadũ and Anuſiys: are n hour 


down to the river. 


Gaur. [Sprintling her. ] Is thy fever, my child, a 
little abated ? [ Feeling her hand. 


0 Sac. Venerable matron, there 1 18 A — for the | 


Verve: 1 


Saut. Then chou art in no danger. Mayelt thou | 
live many years! The day is departing : let us both 


go to the cottage. 


Sar. [ Hide, riſing lowly. } O my hear, ad Sow 
hadſt thou begun to taſte happineſs, than the occa- 


ſion ſlipped away [ She advances a few fleps, and 
returns to the arbonr. O bower of twining plants, 


by whom my ſorrows have been diſpelled, on thee 
I call; ardently hoping to be once more happy un- 


der thy ſhade. | [She goes out with Gautami. 


 Dufhm. [ Returning to the bower, and fighing.] 

How, alas, have my deſires been obſtructed Could 
I do leſs than kiſs the lips of my charmer, though 
her modeſt cheeks were half averted ? lips, whoſe 


_ &wectneſs had enchanted me, even when they pro- 


THE FATAL AMG. 


nounced a denial ?—Whether now can 1 go —1 


will remain a while in this arbonr of creepers, which 


[ Looking 
round. Ves; this is her feat on the rack, ſpread 


my darling's preſence has illuminated. 


with bloſoms, which have been preſſed by her deli- 
cate limbs, Here lies her exquiſite love letter on 


the leaf of a water lily ; here lay her bracelet of ten- 


der filaments which had fallen from her ſweet wriſt. 


Though the bower of twining Vetaſas be now de- 
| folate, fince my charmer has left it, yet, while my 
eyes are fixed on all theſe delightful memorials of 
| her, I am unable to depart. [ Mufing.]—Ah ! 
how imperfectly has this affair been conducted by a 
lover, like me, who, with his darling by his ſide, 
has let the occaſion ſlip.— Should Sacontala viſit 
once more this calm retreat, the opportunity ſhall 
not paſs again unimproved : the pleaſures of youth 
are by nature tranſitory.— Thus my fooliſh heart 
forms reſolutions, while it is diſtracted by the ſud- 


den interruption of its happineſs. Why did it ever 


allow me to quit without effect the 2 855 of my 


beloved? 
Behind the ſcenes. 0 * ith we are beginning 
our evening facrifice, the figures of blood-thirſty 


demons, embrowned- by clouds collected at the de- 
parture of day, glide over the ſacred hearth, and 


ſpread conſternation around. 
 Duſhm. Fear not, wauy men. Your king will 
protect you. I ESD | 


Le goes out. 
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 SACONTALA 3 OR, 


ACT IV. 
| SCENE, ee = Cage | 


The two Et are di jeovered gathering leu, 


45. 


0 MY Newa, though our be friend has 
been happily married, according to the rites of 
Gandharvas, to a bridegroom equal in rank and ac- 


compliſhments, yet my affectionate heart is not whol- 


ly free from care; and one doubt * me — 
lar uneaſineſs. on 


Pri. What doubt, my Anuſiyk? 
Anu. This morning the pious prince was at 


fed with gratitude by our hermits, who had then 
completed their myſtic rites : he is now gone to his 


capital, Haſtinapura, where, ſurrounded by a hun- 
dred women in the recelles of his, palace, it may be 


doubted whether he will remember his canning 
bride. | 


Pri. In that reſpeR you may whe quite HER Men, 


o formed and well educated as he, can never 


be utterly deſtitute of honour. We have another 


thing to conſider. When our father Canna ſhall 
return from his pilgrimage, and ſhall hear what has 
1 I cannot tell how he may receive the intelli- 


THE FATAL KING. 


Anu. If you aſk my opinion, he will, I think, ap- 


_ of the marriage. 


ri. Why do you think ſo? 
"a Becauſe he could -defire nothing better, 


than that a huſband ſo accompliſhed and ſo exalted 
ſhould take Sacontala by the hand. It was, you 


know, the declared obje& of his heart, that ſhe 


might be ſuitably married ; and, ſince Heaven has 
done for him what he 4 wiſhed to 8950 how can 


he poſſibly be diſſatisfied ? 


Pri. You reaſon well; but Looking at her 
baſtet. My friend, we have plucked a ſufficient ſtore 
of flowers to ſcatter over the place of ſacrifice. 

Anu. Let us gather more to decorate the temples 


of the goddeſſes who have procured for Sacontala ſo 


much good fortune. [ They both gather more flowers. 

Behind the ſcenes. It is — Hola! : 

Anu. [ Liflening.] I hear the voice, as it ſeems, 
of a gueſt arrived in the hermitage. 8 

Pri. Let us haſten thither. Sacontala is now 
repoſing; but though we may, when ſhe wakes, 


enjoy her preſence, yet her mind will all day be ab- 


ſent with her departed lord. 
Anu. Be it ſo; but we have occaſion you knor 
for all theſe flowers. [They advance. 
ain behind the ſcenes. How | Doſt thou ſhow. 
no attention to a gueſt? Then hear my impreca- 


tiong———& He on whom thou art meditating, on 
whom alone thy heart is now fixed, while thou 
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$ACONTALA 3 on, 


<« neglecteſt a pure gem of devotion who demands 


« hoſpitality, ſhall forget thee, when thou ſeeſt him 
< next, as a man reſtored to ſobriety forgets the 


ee wards which he uttered in a ſtate intoxication.” 


[Both damfels look at each other with afſlition. 
Pri. Wo is me ! Dreadful calamity ! Our belov- 


ed friend has, through mere abſence of mind, pro- 
voked, by her. es, ſome holy man who expect- 
ed reverence. _ 8 Ix 
Anu. [ Looking. ] It muſt be ſo; for the choleric : 
Durviſas is going haſtily back. | 
Peri. Who elſe has power to conſume, like raging 
fire, whatever offends him? Go, my Anuſuaya ; fall 


at his feet, and perſuade him, if poſſible, to re- 


turn: in the mean time I will * water and 
refreſhments for him. 


Anu. I go with eagerneſs. 4-44 She goes out. 
Pri. Advancing baſtily, her foot ſlips. ] Ah! through 
my eager haſte I have let the baſket fall; and my re- 
bgious duties muſt not be poſtponed. 


* ny freſp — 


Anuſayä reentert. 


Ann. His wrath, my beloved, paſſes all 3 


Who living could now appeaſe him by the hum- 
bleſt proſtrations or entreaties? yet at laſt he a lit- 


| tle relented. . 
Pri. That little i is a great deal for him.— But in- 


form me how you ſoothed him in any degree. 


2 


TEL FATAL RING. 


Anu. When he poſitively refuſed to come back, 
] threw myſelf at his feet, and thus addreſſed him: 
« Holy ſage, forgive, I entreat, the offence of an 
« amiable girl, who has the higheſt veneration for 
you, but was ignorant, through diſtraction of 
« mind, how exalted a perſonage was calling to her.” 

Pri. What then? What ſaid he? 

Anu. He anſwered thus: „My word muſt not 
&« be recalled ; but the ſpell which it has raiſed 


0 & ſhall be wholly removed when her lord ſhall ſee 
Ic his ring.” Saying this, he diſappeared. 
g Pri. We may now have confidence; for before 
ll the monarch departed, he fixed, with his own hand, 
e- on the finger of Sacontala, the ring, on which we 
nd | faw the name Duſhmanta engraved, and which we 
5 will inſtantly recognize. On him, therefore, alone 
ut. will depend the remedy for our misfortune. 
gh Anu. Come, let us now proceed to the ſhrines of 
re- che goddeſſes, and 8 their ſuccour. 
e [Both advance. 


Pri. [Looking ] See, my Aye where our be- 
loved friend ſits, motionleſs as a picture, ſupporting 
ber languid head with her left hand. With a mind 
ſo intent on one object, ſhe can pay no attention to 
herſelf, much leſs to a ſtranger. 

Anu. Let the horrid imprecation, Priyamvads, 
remain a ſecret between us two: we muſt ſpare the 
feelings of our beloved, who 1 is — ſulcept- 
ible of quick. emotions, 125 


SACONTALA 3 OR, 


Pri. Who would: pour boiling water on the bloſ. 


ſom of a tender — * Both go out. 


A Pupil of b enters, 
| Pup. I am ordered by the venerable Canna, who 


is returned from the place of his pilgrimage, to ob- 


ſerve the time of the night, and am, therefore, come 


forth to ſee how much remains of it. Walking | 


round and obſerving the heavens. On one ſide, the 


moon, who kindles the flowers of the -Oſhadhi, has 


nearly ſunk in his weſtern bed; and, on the other, 
the ſun, ſeated behind his charioteer Arun, is be- 
ginning his courſe : the luſtre of them both is con- 


ſpicuous, when they riſe and when they ſet ; and 


by their example ſhould men be equally firm in pro- 
ſperous and in adverſe fortune. The moon has now 
diſappeared, and the night-flower pleaſes no more : 


it leaves only a remembrance of its odour, and lan- 
guiſnes like a tender bride whoſe pain is intolerable 


in the abſence of her beloved. —The ruddy morn 
| impurples the dew drops on the branches of yonder 
| Vadari; the peacock, ſhaking off ſleep, haſtens from 
the cottages of hermits interwoven with holy graſs ; 
and yonder antelope, ſpringing haſtily from the place 
of ſacrifice, which is marked with his hoofs, raiſes 
himfelf on high, and ftretches his graceful limbs.— 
How is the moon fallen from the ſky with diminiſh- 
ed beams! the moon who had ſet his foot on the 
head of Sumeru, king of mountains, and had climb- 
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THF FATAL RING» 


eds ſcattering the rear of darkneſs, even to the cen- 


tral palace of Viſhnu !—Thus do the great men of 
this world aſcend with extreme labour to the ſum- 


mit of ambition, but eaſily and FRY deſcend. 
„ 1 Y 


Anuſi aya enters meditatin fe 


Anu. [ Afide.] Such has been che affection of ga- 


_ contala, though ſhe was bred in auitere devotion, _ 


averſe from ſenſual enjoyments ! 


-How unkind 


was the king to leave her! 


Pup. [ Aſide.) The proper time is come for per- 
forming the homa : I muſt appriſe our preceptor of 


it. [He goes out. 
Am. The ſhades of BY are diſperſed : and I 


| am hardly awake; but Were Jever ſo perfectly i in i 
my ſenſes, what could I now do? My hands move 


not readily to the uſual occupations of the morn- 


ing Let the blame be caſt on love, on love only, 
by whom our friend has been reduced to her pre- 


ſent condition, through a monarch who has broken 


his word—Or does the imprecation of Durviſas al- 
ready prevail How elſe could a virtuous king, 


who made ſo ſolemn an engagement, have ſuffered. 
ſo long a time to elapſe without ſending even a mef 
ſage ?!——Shall we convey the fatal ring to him? 


Er what expedient can be ſuggeſted for the re 
ef of this incomparable girl, who mourns without 
cealing ?—Yet what fault has ſhe committed ?}— 
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meaning only to aſk if ſhe had ſlept well 


SACONTALA ; on, 


With all my zeal for her happineſs, I cannot ſuin- 


mon courage enough to inform our father Canna 


_ that ſhe is pregnant. — What then, oh! what ſtep 
can J take to relieve her anxiety ? 


* 
Priyamvadã enters. 


Pri. Come, Anuſuya, come quickly. They are 


making ſuitable Preparations for conducting Sacon- 
tala to her huſband's palace. 


Anu. [With ſurpriſe.] What ſay you, my friend! ? 


Pri. Hear me. I went juſt now to Sacontald, 


Anu. What then? oh! what then? 
Pri. She was ſitting with her head bent on her 


| Knee, when our father Canna, entering her apart- 
ment, embraced and congratulated her, < My 


« ſweet child,” ſaid he, © there has been a happy 
« omen : the young Brahmen who officiated in our 


morning ſacrifice, though- his ſight was impeded 
by cloulds of ſmoke, dropped the clarified but- 


« ter into the very centre of the adorable flame. 


„Now, fince the pious act of my pupil has 


« proſpered, my foſter child: muſt not be ſuffered 
any longer to languiſh in ſorrow ;- and this day 
I am determined to ſend thee from the cottage of 
„the old hermit who bred thee up, to the palace 
6. of the monarch who has taken thee by the hand.“ 
Anu. My friend, who told Canna what — in 
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THE FATAL RING. 


Pri. When he entered the place where the holy 
ap was blazing; he heard a voice rom heaven pro- 
nouncing divine meaſures. 


Anu. | Amazed.] Ah! you aſtoniſh » me. 
Pri. Hear the celeſtial verſe :—* Know that thy 


% adopted daughter, O pious Brahmen, has receiv- 
ed from Duſhmanta a ray of glory deſtined to 
rule the world; as the wood Sami becomes preg- 

< nant with myſterious fire.” | 


Anu. [ Embracing Priyaͤmvada.] I am delighted, 


my beloved; I am tranſported with joy. But— 
| ſince they mean to deprive us of our friend ſo ſoon 
as to-day, I feel that my delight is at leaſt equalled 


by my ſorrow, 


Pri, Oh! we muſt ſubmit patiently to the an- 


| gui of. parting. Our beloved friend” will now be | 


happy; and that ſhould conſole us. 
Anu. Let us now make haſte to dreſs her in bridal 
array. I have already, for that purpoſe, filled the 


ſhell of a cocoa nut, which you ſee fixed on an 
Amra tree, with the fragrant duſt of Nagacéſaras: 


take it down, and keep it in a freſh lotos leaf, whilſt 
J collect ſome Gorachana from the forehead of a 
ſacred cow, ſome earth from conſecrated ground} 


and ſome freſh Cuſa graſs, of which I will make a 


paſte to enſure good fortune. 


Pri. By all means. | 
| [ She takes down the « perfumes 
_ luya 1 out. 1 2 


8SACONTALA ; on, 


Behind the ſcenes, O Gautami, bid the two Miſras, 
Sarngarava and ne, make · ready to accom- 
pany my child Sacontals, _ 

Pri. [ Liftening.] Loſe no time, Anufiys, loſe no 
time, Our father Canna is giving orders for the 
intended journey to Haſtinspurs. 


Anuſaya re enters <vith the ingredients of her charm. 

Anu. I am a here: let us go, my Priyamvada.. - 

[T hey both advance. 

Pit. {Leabing. J There ſtands our Sacontala, after 

her bath at ſunriſe, while many holy women, who. 

are congratulating her, carry baſkets of hallowed 
* us haſten t to greet her, 


nter 3 ent” and female Hermits. 

Sac. I proſtrate myſelf before the goddeſs, 

Gaut, My child, thou canſt not pronounce too. 
often the word goddeſs : thus wilt thou PRs. - 
great felicity for thy lord. ,. 

Herm. Mayſt thou, O royal bride, be delivered of 
Shel: [The Hermits go out.. 
| Bath damſeli. C Sacontala. ] Beloved 
friend, was your bath pleaſant? _ 
Sac. O! my friends, you are welcome: he's us fit 

a while together. [They ſeat themſelves. 
Anu. Now you muſt be patient, whilſt I bind on 

a charm ta ſecure your happineſs. _ 

N That 1 13 Kind. YMuch * been deeided this 
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day: and the pleaſure of being thus attended oy 
my ſweet friends will not ſoon return. 
[ Wiping off her tears. 
E Beloved, it is unbecoming to weep at a 
time when you are going to be ſo happy. [Both 
damſels burſt into tears as they dreſs her. ]—Y our ele- 
gant perſon deſerves richer apparel : it is now de- 
corated with ſuch rude flowers as we could POT 
in this foreſt. 


"Gian" s Pupil enters avith rich clothes. 

Pup. Here is a complete dreſs. Let the queen 

wear it auſpiciouſſy; and may her life be long 

| [ The women look with aſtoniſhment. - 

Saut. My ſon, Hirita, whence came this apparel? 
Pup. From the devotion of our father Canna. 


Gaut. What doſt thou mean? 
5 Pup. Be attentive. The venerable ſage gave this 
* order: Bring freſh flowers for Sacontala from 


« the moſt beautiful trees; and ſuddenly the wood- 
£ nymphs appeared, raiſing their hands, which rivalled | 
1 7 new leaves in beauty and ſoftneſs. Some of them 
 W wove a lower mantle bright as the moon, the pre- - 

ſage of her felicity ; another preſſed the juice of 


it Lacſha to ſtain her feet exquiſitely red; the reſt 
. were buſied in forming the gayeſt ornaments; and 
n they eagerly ſhowered their gifts on us. 


. Pri. [ Looking at Sacontals.] Thus it is, that 
13 | ij. 


that is reſolved; yet my ſoul is ſmitten with an- 
guiſh.—My ſpeech is interrupted by a torrent of 


the departure of a Anker! 


SAcoxrALA; ORy 


even the bee, whoſe neſt is within the hollow truns, 


does homage to the honey of the lotos flower. 


Gant. The nymphs muſt have been commiſſioned 


by the goddeſs of the king's fortune, to predict the 


acceſſion of brighter ornaments in his palace. 
[ Sacontala /ooks modeſt. 
Pup. I wk. haſten to Canna, who is gone to 


bathe in the Mälinl, and let him know the ſignal | 


kindneſs of the woodnymphs. [ He goes out. 
Anu. My ſweet friend, I little expected ſo ſplen- 
did a dreſs: how ſhall I adjuſt it , properly !— 


DCogſidering.— Oh! my (kill in painting will-ſup- 


ply me with ſome hints; and I will diſpoſe the 
drapery according to art. 
Sac. 1 well know your alfection for him. 


"Canna enters als 0 = 
Can. LAſide.] This day muſt Sacontala depart : „ 


tears, which my reaſon ſuppreſſes and turns in ward: 
my very fight is dimmed.— Strange that the afflics 
tion of a foreſter, retired from the haunts of men, 


| ſhould be ſo exeeſſive !—Oh, with what. pangs muſt 


they who are fathers of families, be afflicted on 


[ He walls round muſing, - 
Pri 11 Now, my. Sacontalh you are — 


THY FATAL RING. 


| 

| 
| ll 
decorated: put on this lower veſt, the gift of fy. i 
van ee er 1 
 [Sacontala 2 and puts on the mantle, | 
| Gaut. My child, thy ſpiritual father, whoſe eyes | 
. overflow with tears of joy; ſtands defiring to em- | 

brace thee. Haſten therefore to do him reverence, 

| N [ Sacontala modeſtly boxws to him. 

5 Cam Mayſt thou be cheriſhed by thy huſband, 
as Sarmiſhtha was cheriſhed by Yayati ! Mayſt thou 


b bring forth-a tovernge' hos the world as ſhe Og 
- forth Puru. 
— SGaut. This, my child, is not a mere benediktion; : 
e it is a boon actually conferred. 


Can. My beſt beloved, come and walk with me 
round the ſacrificial fire. ¶ T hey all advance. 
May theſe fires-preſerve thee! Fires which ſpring 
to their appointed ſtations on the holy hearth, and 


: conſume the conſecrated wood, while the freſh blades 
: of myſteri8us Cuſa lie ſcattered around them !—Sa- 
of cramental fires, which: deſtroy fin with the riſing 
8 fumes of clarified butter !——{Sacontali walks with 
er ſolemnity round the hearth. Now ſet out, my dar- 
un, ling, on thy auſpicious journey. [ Looking round. 
{t Where are the een the t two Miſras een, 
2 

. ü and Senadvata. 
fo Both. Holy ſage, we are here. 
ly- Can. * ſon Shragarave, ſhow thy ſiſter 5 
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SACONTALA; On. 


Can. Hear, 0 ye trees 701 this hallowed foreſt; 


ye trees, in which the ſylvan goddeſſes have their 
abode; hear, and proclaim, that Sacontala is going 
to the palace of her wedded lord; ſhe who drank 

not, though thirſty, before you were watered ; ſhe 
who cropped not, through affection for you, one 


of your freſh leaves, though ſhe would have been 


pleaſed with ſuch an ornament. for her locks ; ſhe: 


whoſe chief delight was in the ſeaſon * ww Ze 
branches are ſpangled with flowers! 


CHORUS vii Wocbarurus. 
May her way be attended with proſperity | May 


propitious breezes ſprinkle, for her delight, the 
 odoriferous duſt of rich bloſſoms.! May pools of 

clear water, green with the leaves of the lotos re- 
| freſh her as ſhe walks! and may ſhady branches be 

her defence from the ſcorching ſunbeams ! == 


( Ai les with admiration... 
Sui. Was that the voice of the C6cila wiſhing 


2 aches journey to Sacontals ?—Or did the nymphs, . 


who are allied to the pious inhabitants of theſe 
woods, repeat the warbling of. the ———_— bird, 


and make its greeting their own. 


Gaut. Daughter, the ſylvan goddeſles, who love 
their kindred hermits, have wiſhed you Fir, 5 


and are entitled to humble thanks. 


[Sacontala walks round, bowing to the nympht- 
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Sac. [ Abde to Priyamvada.] Delighted as I am, 
O Priyamvada, with the thought of ſeeing again the 


| ſon of my lord, yet, on leaving this grove, my early 
aſylum, I am ſcarce able to walk. 


Pri. You lament not alone. Mark the alto. 


. tion of the foreſt itſelf when the time of your 


departure approaches | — The female antelope 


| browſes no more on the collected Cuſa graſs; and 


the peahen ceaſes to dance on the lawn : the very 


plants of the grove, whoſe, pale leaves fall on the 
ground, loſe their ſtrength and their beauty. 


Sac. Venerable father, ſuffer me to addreſs this 
Mäãdhavi creeper, whoſe red bloſſoms inflame the 
gore. 
Can. My child, I 3 thy affection for i it. 
Sac. [Embracing the plant.] O moſt radiant of 
twining plants, receive my embraces, and return 
them with thy flexible arms : from this day, though 
removed to a fatal diſtance, I ſhall for ever be thine. . 
O beloved father, conſider this creeper as myſelf. . 
Can. My darling, thy amiable qualities have 
gained thee a huſband. equal to thyſelf : ſuch an 


event has been long, for thy ſake, the chief object 


of my heart; and now, ſince my ſolicitude for thy 


marriage is at an end, I will marry thy favourite 


plant to the bridegroom Amra, who ſheds fragrance 
near her. Proceed, my child, on thy journey. 


SACONTALA ; ox; 


Kt this Midhavi creeper be a precious depoſit i in 


your hands. 5 
. and Pri. Alas! in whole care ſhall we be 
E FE DL They both aweeps 


Can. Tears are vain, Anuſayaz our Saconta- 
14 ought rather to be ſupported by your firmneſs 
than weakened by your weeping. | All advance. 
Sac. Father! when yon female antelope, who now 
moves ſlowly from the weight of the young ones 
with which ſhe is pregnant, ſhall be delivered of 
them, ſend me, I beg, a kind meſſage with —_— | 
of her ſafety, Do not forget. 
Can. My beloved, I will not forget it. 
Sac. [ Advancing, then ſlopping.] Ah! what is it $ 
that- clings to the ſkirts of my robe, and detains 
„ [he turns round, and looks. 
Can. It is they depend child; the little fawn, 
whoſe mouth, when the ſharp points of Cuſa graſs 
had wounded it, has been:ſo often ſmeared by thy 
hand with the healing oil of Ingudi ; who has been 
ſo often fed by thee with a handful of Syamaka 
grains, and now will -not leave the tootheps of his 
prote&reſls. _ 
Sac. Why doſt thou weep, tender fawn, for me, 
who muſt leave our common dwelling place — As 
thou waſt reared by me when thou hadſt loſt thy 
mother, who died ſoon after thy birth, ſo will my 
foſter-father attend thee, when we are. ſeparated, . 
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with anxious care.—Return,. poor thing, return, — 

we mult part. [ She burſts into tears. 

Can. Thy tears, my child, ill ſuit the occaſion: 
we ſhall all meet again: be firm: ſee the dire& 
road before thee, and follow it.— When the big 
tear lurks beneath thy beautiful eyelaſhes, let thy 
_ reſolution check its firſt efforts to diſengage itſelf. 


—In thy paſſage over this earth, where the paths 


are now high, now low, and the true path ſeldom 
diſtinguiſhed, the traces of thy feet muſt needs be 
unequal ; but virtue will preſs thee right onward. 
 Sirn. It is a ſacred rule, holy ſage, that a bene- 
volent man ſhould accompany a traveller till he meet 
with abundance of water; and that rule you have care- 
fully obſerved; we are now near the brink of a large 
pool. Give us, therefore, your commands, and return. 
Can. Let us reſt a while under the ſhade. of this 
Vata tree. [ They: all go to the ſbade. What 
meſſage: can J ſend: with. propriety to the. noble 


Duſhmanta? | [He meditates. 
Anu. [ Aſide to Sacontalä.] My beloved friend, 


every heart in our aſylum is fixed on you alone, and 


all are afflicted by your departure. Look; the bird 


Chacravaca, called by his mate, who is almoſt hid- 


den by water lilies, gives her na anſwer; but hav- 


ing dropped from his bill the fibres of lotos ſtalks 
which he had plueked * on you with inex preſ- 
| fible tenderneſs. 


Can, My ſon, Särngarava, remember, when thon 
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ſnalt preſent Sacontals. to the king to addreſs him 
thus, in my name: © Conſidering us hermits as 
«« virtuous, indeed, but rich only in devotion, and 
„ conſidering alſo thy own exalted birth, retain thy 
love for this girl, which aroſe in thy boſom with- 
4 out any interference of her kindred ; and look 


on her among thy wives with the ſame kindneſs 
which they experience: more than that cannot 


e be demanded ; fince particular affection mult de- 
„ pend on the will of heaven.“ 


| Sdrn. Your meſſage, venerable man, is deeply : 


rooted in my remembrance. 


Can. [ Looking tenderly at Sacontalä.] Now, my 
darling, thou too muſt be gently admoniſhed. We, 
who are humble foreſters, are yet acquainted 5 N 


the world which we have forſaken. 
Sarn. Nothing can be unknown to the mite) 


Can. Hear, my daughter When thou art 
ſettled in the manſion of thy huſband, ſnow due re- 
verence to bim, and to thoſe whom he reveres: 
though he have other wives, be rather an affec- 


tionate handmaid to them than a rival. Should 


he diſpleaſe thee, let not thy reſentment lead thee = 
to diſobedience. ——In thy conduct to thy domeſ- 
tics be rigidly juſt and impartial and ſeek not ea- 


gerly thy own gratifications.——By ſuch behaviour 
young women become reſpectable; but perverſe wives 


are the bane of a family.——What thinks Gauta- 


mi of this leflon ? 24 


We” OO cM xii ple in 90 
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Shank It is incomparable: my child, be ſure 


to remember it. 


Can. Come, my beloved girl, give a parting em- 


brace to me and to thy tender companions. 


Sac, Muſt Auuſi ya and Priyamvads return to the 


| hermitage ? 


Can, They too, my child, muſt be ſuitably 1 mar- 


tried; and it would not be proper for them yet to 
viſit the city ; but Gautami will accompany thee. 


Sac. [ Embracing him.] Removed from the boſom 


ol my father, like a young ſandal tree, rent from 
the hills of Malaya, how ſhall I exiſt in a ſtrange 


foil? 
Can. Be not ſo anxious, When hos ſhalt be 


miſtreſs of a family, and conſort of a king, thou 
mayſt, indeed, be occaſionally perplexed by the 
intricate affairs which ariſe from exuberance of 
wealth, but wilt then think lightly of this tranſient 
affliction, eſpecially when thou ſhalt have a ſon 


(and a ſon thou, wilt have) bright as the riſing 


day- ſtar. Know alſo with certainty, that the 


body muſt neceſſarily, at the appointed moment, be 
ſeparated from the ſoul; who, then, ean be im- 
moderately afflicted, when the weaker bonds of ex- 


trinſic relations are looſened, or even broken? 


Sac. [Falling at his feet.] My father, I An hum- 
bly declare my veneration for you. 
Can, Excellent girl, may my effort for thy - 


ö \piveſs e ſueceſsful. 


SACONTALA j ox, 


| Sar, [ Approaching her two companions.] Come, 


Gen, my. beloved A embrace me together. 


They embrace her, 


"ib My friend, if the virtuous monarch ſhould 
not at once recollect you, only ſhow him the ring 
on which his own name is engraved. _ 


Sac. [ Starting. My heart flutters at the bare * 


prehenſion which you have raiſed. 


Pri. Fear not, ſweet Sacontala : love always raiſes 


ideas of miſery, which are ſeldom or never realiſed. 
 Sirn. Holy ſage, the ſun has riſen to a conſiders 
able height; let the queen haſten her departure. 
Sac. [ Again embracing Canna.) When, my fas 
ther, oh! when — ſhall I ene this * of 
virtue * 


Can. [Danghter, when thou ſhalt long hw been 
wedded, like this fruitful earth, to the pious mo- 


narch, and ſhalt have born him a ſon, whoſe car 


| ſhall be matchleſs in battle, thy lord ſhall transfer to 


him the burden of empire, and thou, with thy Dufh- 
manta, ſhalt again ſeek tranquillity, before thy final 
departure, in this loved and conſecrated grove. 


Gant. My child, the proper time for our journey + 


paſſes away rapidly: ſuffer thy father to return.— 


Go, venerable man, go back to thy manfion, from 


which ſne is doomed to be ſo long abſent. 
Can. Sweet child, this delay interrupts my reli- 
gioks duties. 


Sac. Lou, my father, will perform d them. long : 
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without ſorrow 3 but I, alas | am deſtined to bear 
affliction. i 
Can. O! my dnughter, compel me not to ne- 
glect my daily devotions. [ Sighing. ]—-No, my 
forrow will not be diminiſhed. Can it ceaſe, my 


beloved, when the plants which riſe luxuriantly 


from the hallowed grains which thy hand has ſtrown 
before my cottage, are continually in my light !— 


Go, may thy journey proſper. 


| [Sacontala goes out. avith n and the 
tho Miſras. 

Both damfels. [ Looking after Sacontala with an 
prey. Alas! alas ! our beloved is hidden by the 
thick trees. * 

Can. My children, ſince your friend is at high 
departed, e "_ immoderate grief, and follow 


5 me. 9285 of [They all turn back. 


Both. Holy father, the grove will be a —__ 


 vacuity without Sacontala. 


Can. Your affection will 8 give it that 
appearance. He walks round, meditating. Ah 
me!—Yes; at laſt my weak mind has attained its 
due firmneſs after the departure of my Sacontala.— 
In truth a daughter mult ſooner or later be the pro- 
perty of another; and, having now ſent her to her 
lord, I find my ſoul clear and undiſturbed, like that 
of a man who has reſtored to its owner an ineſtim- 


able * which he had long wy with ſolicitude, 


— go out. 
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ACT V 
SCENE, the PaLAcx. 
An old l Sghing. 
"rs 
ALAS! what a decrepit old age have I attained! 


—— This wand, which I firſt held for the diſcharge 
of my cuſtomary duties in the ſecret apartments of 


my prince, is now my ſupport, whilit I walk feebly 
through the multitude of years which I have paſſed. 
Il muſt now mention to the king, as he goes 


through the palace, an 'event which concerns him- 


elf: it muſt not be delayed. Advancing lowly. ]- 
What is it --Qh! I recolle& : the devout pupils 
of Canna defire an audience. How firange a 


thing is human life !-—The intellects of an old man 


ſeem at one time luminous, and then on a ſudden 


are involved in darkneſs, like the flame of a lamp 
at the point of extinction. Ze walks round and 
lool. There is Duſhmanta : he has been attend- 


ing to his people, as to his own family ; and now 


with a tranquil heart ſeeks a ſolitary chamber; as 


an elephant the chief of his herd, having grazed 


the whole morning, and being heated by the me- 


ridian ſun, repairs to a cool ſtation during the op- 
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preſſive heats. Since the king is juſt riſen from 
his tribunal, and muſt be fatigued, I am almoſt 
afraid to inform him at preſent that Canna's pupils 
are arrived: yet how ſhould they who ſupport na- 
tions enjoy reſt ?—The ſun yokes his bright ſteeds 
for the labour of many hours; the gale breathes by 
night and by day ; the prince of ſerpents continually 
ſuſtains the weight of this earth; and equally inceſ- 
ſant is the toil of that man, whoſe revenue ariſes 
1 — a fixth _ of his —— income. 
[He walle about. 


Enter Duſhmanta, Madhavya, and Attendants. 
Duſhm. | Looking oppreſſed with buſineſs. ] Every 
petitioner having attained juſtice, is departed hap- 
Py 3 but kings who perform their duties conſcien- 
tiouſly are afflited without end,—The anxiety of 
acquiring dominion gives extreme pain; and when 
it is firmly eſtabliſhed, the cares of ſupporting the 
nation inceſlantly haraſs the ſovereign ; as a large 
umbrella, of which a man carries the ſtaff in his 
own hand, fatigues while it ſhades hin. 
| "OP the ſcenes. a the king be vietcorious | ! 


e Bar 5 * 8 
2 Bard. Thou ſeekeſt not thy own hve | 
no; it is for the people that thou art haraſſed from 
day to day. Such, when thou waſt created, was the 
diſpoſition implanted in thy ſoul ! Thus a branchy 
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tree bears on his head the ſcorching ſunbeams, while 
his broad ſhade allays the fever of thoſe who * 


| ſhelter under him. | | U 
Second Bard. When thou wieldeſt the rod of ju. . 
. ' tice, thou bringeſt to order all thoſe who have de- 2 
viated from the path of virtue: thou biddeſt con- 1 
tention ceaſe: thou waſt formed for the preſerva- 
tion of thy people: thy kindred poſſeſs, indeed, con- 
ſiderable wealth; but ſo boundleſs is thy affe&tion, 
. that all thy ſubjects are conſidered by thee as thy tc 
kinſmen. : 
Daſbm [LL 1 1 That 1 poetry refreſhes ſa 
me after the toll of giving Judgments. and public al 
orders. ql 
Madb. Ves; as a tired bull is refreſned when the 
Nr ſay, There goes the lord of cattle.” “ 4 
Daſbm. [ Smiling.] Oh! art thou here, my friend: la 
3 let us take our ſeats together. ye 
[The ling and Mädhavya 2 ph ca 
Muſic behind the ſcenes. — i ho 
Madb. Liſten, my royal friend. I hear a well- | 
tuned Vina ſounding, as if it were in concert with di 
the lutes of the gods, from vonder apartment.— 
The queen Hanſamati is preparing, I imagine, to 6 
greet you with a new ſong. . chi 
£ Duſbm. Be ſilent, that I may liſten. am 
C Chom. [| Aſide.] The king's mind ſeems intent on aff 
ſome other buſineſs. I muſt wait his leiſure. ha 


* on one ſi de. u. 
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SONG. [ Behind the ſcenes.]J 
% Sweet bee, who, deſirous of extracting freſh 
* honey, waſt wont to kiſs the ſoft border of the 
“ new-blown Amra flower, how canſt thou now be 
4 ſatisfied with the water . and Forget. the firſt 
— object of oy love ?”? | 10 


de The ditty breathes a tender paſſion. 

Madb. Does the king know i its meaning? It is 
too deep for me. 

Duſbm. [ Smiling. ] J was once in | love with 1 
ſamatl, and am now reproved for continuing ſo long 
abſent from her. Friend Madhavya, inform the 

queen in my name that I feel the reproof. 5 

Madb. As the king commands; but Rifng 
ſlowly.) My friend, you are going to ſeize a ſharp 
lance with another man's hand. I cannot reliſh 
your commiſſion to an enraged woman. A hermit 
cannot be happy till he has taken leave of all paſ- 5 
ſions whatever. E 

Du ſbm. Go, my kind lunch the big of * 
diſcourſe will appeaſe her. 

Madb. What an errand! 1 out. 

Duſbm. [ Afide.] Ah! what makes me ſo melan- 
choly on hearing a mere ſong on abſence, when I 
am not in fact ſeparated from any real object of my 
affection Perhaps the ſadneſs of men, otherwiſe 
happy, on ſeeing beautiful forms and liſtening to 
ſweet melody, ariſes from ſome faint remembrance 
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of paſtj joys and the traces of connections in a former 


Kate of exiſtence. He fits penſive and forrowful. 
Cham. ¶ Advancing humbly.) May our ſovereign be 


victorious . Two religious men, with ſome wo- 


men, are come from their abode in a foreſt near thge 


Snowy Mountains, and bring a meſſage from Can- 
na. — The king will command. 

| Duſhm. [Surpriſed.] What ! are tg: berate ar- 
rived in the company of women? 
Chan. It is even ſo. 


Duſbm. Order the prieſt S6marats, in my name, 


to ſhow them due reverence in the form appointed 
by the Veda ; and bid him attend me. I ſhall-wait 
for my holy gueſts in a place fit for their reception. 
r [He goes out. 
 Duſhn. Wardour, point the ny to the hearth 


of the conſecrated fire. 


Ward. This, O king, this is the way. — 
evalks before. Here is the entrance of the hallow- 
ed encloſure; and there ſtands the venerable cow to 
be milked for the facrifice, looking bright from the 
recent ſprinkling of myſtic water,—Let the king 
aſcend. 


on the ſhoulders of his Wardours. 
 Duſtm. What meſſage can the pions Canna have 
ſent me ?—Has the devotion of his pupils been im- 
peded by evil ſpirits—or by what other calamity ? 


— Or has any harm, alas! befallen the poor herds 


5 


[Duſhmanta is raiſed 10 the place of ſacrifice 


way. 
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who graze in the hallowed foreſt; — Or, have the ; 
ſins of the king tainted the flowers and fruits of the 
creepers planted by female hermits ?—My mind is 


entangled in a labyrinth of confuſed appreben- 


ſions. 
| Ward. What our ſovereign 1 imagines, cannot poſ- 


ſibly have happened; ſince the hermitage has been 


rendered ſecure from evil by the mere ſound of his 


bowſtring. The pious men, whom the king's be- 
nevolence has made happy, are come, I preſume, to 
do bam IE: 


vo Eater Sirogarens, Saradwata, and Gautami, leading 


Sacontala by the hand; and before 4 * 01e 
Chamberlain and the Prieſt. 


Cbam. This way, reſpectable Arangers; come e this 


Sarn. My bend gelen, there ſits the * 


- + men, who has felicity at command, yet ſhows 


equal reſpe& to all: here no ſubject, even of the 
loweſt claſs, is received with contempt. Neverthe- 


leſs, my ſoul having ever been free from attachment 


to worldly things, I conſider this hearth, although 


a crowd now ſurround it, as | the ſtation merely of 


conſecrated fire. | 
| Sdrad. I was not leſs confounded than yourſelf on 

entering the populous city ; but now I look on it, 

as a man juſt bathed in pure water, on a man ſmear- 


ed with oil and duſt, as the pure on the impure, as , 


x” 
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the waking on the ſleeping, as the "I man on they | 
captive, as the independent on the ſlave. 
Prigſt. Thence it is, that men, like you two, are 

ſo elevated above other mortals. 


Sac. [ Perceiving a bad omen. Venerable mother, 
I feel my right eye throb ! What means this invo- - 


luntary motion? 
Saut. Heaven avert the omen, my ſweet child ! 


May every delight attend thee ! [ They all advance. 


Prigft, [Showing the king to them, ] There, holy 
men, is the protector of the people; ; who has taken 
his ſeat, and expects you. 


Sdrn. This is what we wiſhed ; yet we * no 


. private intereſt in the buſineſs. It is ever thus: 
trees are bent by the abundance of their fruit; 
clouds are brought low, when they teem with ſa- 


lubrious rain; and the real benefactors of mankind — 


are not elated by riches. 


Ward. O king, the holy gueſts appear before you 


with placid looks, indicating their affection. 
Duſhm. [ Gazing at Sacontala.] Ah! what dam- 
ſel is that, whoſe mantle conceals the far greater 


part of her beautiful form ?—She looks, among the 


| hermits, like a freſh green bud among faded and 
you leaves. 

Ward. This at leaſt, O king, i is apparent; that 
ſhe has a form which deſerves to be ſeen more di- 
ſtinctly. 

N. Let her ill be covered ; the ſeems preg- 


00 


heart, why doſt thou palpitate ?- 
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nant; Pry the wife of another muſt not be ſeen even 


by me. 


Sac. Aldi, with her hand to ht boſom.] O my 


beginning of thy lord's affection, 3 and be tranquil. 
. Priefl. May the king proſper ! The reſpeQable 


: gueſts: have been honoured as the law ordains ; and 
they have now a meſſage to deliver from their ſpi- 


ritual guide; let the king deign to hear it. 
Duſhm. [With reverence.] J am attentive. 
Both. [ Miſras — their hands. 15 Yieory at- 


tend thy banners ! 


| Dufbm. I reſpectfully greet you both. 
Both. Bleſſings on our ſovereign! 


Duſbm. Has your devotion been acknerrapred ? ? 


 $4rn. How ſhould our rites be diſturbed, when 
thou art the preſerver of all creatures ? How, when 
the bright ſun blazes, ound darkneſs cover the 
world? | 

| Duſhm. [ Afide. ] The name of royalty produces, 
x ſuppoſe, all worldly advantages [ Aloud. 
Does the holy Canna then proſper? 
Sarn. O king, they who gather the fruits of de- 


votion may command proſperity. He firſt inquires 
affectionately whether thy arms are Tucceteful, and 


then addreſſes thee in theſe words: 
Daſbm. What are his orders? 


Saarn. The contract of marriage, reciprocally Es 
C made between thee and this girl, my daughter, 1 


: a. 
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„ confirm with tender regard 3 ſince thou art cele- 


„ brated as the moſt honourable of men, and my 
% Sacontala is Virtue herſelf in a human form, no 
« blaſphemous complaint will henceforth be made 
« againſt Brahma for ſuffering diſcordant matches: 
„% he has now united a bride and bridegroom with 


«qualities equally tranſcendent.—Since, therefore, 


« ſhe is pregnant by thee, receive her in thy pa- 


* lace, that ſhe may perform, in conjunction with 


„ thee, the duties preſcribed by religion.“ 


Gaut. Great king, thou haſt a mild aſpect; and : 


I wiſh to addreſs thee in few words. 
Duſhm. [ Smiling. ] Speak, venerable matron. 


 _ Gaut. She waited not the return of her ſpiritual 
father; nor were thy kindred conſulted by thee. 


Lou two only were preſent, when your nuptials 


were ſolemnized : now, therefore, converſe freely 


together in the abſence of all others. 
Sac. [Aſide.] What will my lord ſay? 


Duſhm. [ Afide, SI How Ange an ad- ä 


venture! 


Sac. [ Afide.] Ah me! 155 4iſdainfully hs A 


to receive the meſſage ! 


Sarn. [ Aſide.] What means s that FRO; which 1 


9 


everheard, How ſtrange an adventure? 
[ LHoud.]—Monarch, thou knoweſt the hearts of 
men. Let a wife behave ever ſo diſcreetly, the 
world will think ill of her, if ſhe live only with her 


paternal kinſmen ; and a lawful wife now requeſts, | 


„ 


THE FATAL RING. 


as her kindred alſo humbly entreat, that whether 
ſhe be loved or not, ſhe may ”_ her days 1 in | the 
manſion of her huſhand. 


Duſhm. What ſayſt thou —Am I the lady” 8 huf- 


band? 


Sac. [ Alide, with anguiſh.] O my heart, thy fears 
have proved juſt. 


Särn. Does it become a magnificent prince to 


_ depart from the rules of religion and honour, merely 


becauſe he repents of his engagements ? 


Duſhn. With what hope of ſucceſs could this 
groundleſs fable have been invented? 


Sarn. [ Angrily.] The minds of thoſe kom 


power intoxicates are perpetually changing. 
 Duſbm. I am reproved with too great ſeverity. 


 Gaut. [ To Sacontala.] Be not aſhamed, my ſweet 
child : let me take off thy mantle, that the king 
may recollect thee. 25 [She unveils her. 


 Duſhm ¶ Afide looking at Sacontala.] While I am 
doubtful whether this unblemiſhed beauty which is 


. diſplayed before me has not been poſſeſſed by an- 
other, I reſemble a bee fluttering at the cloſe of 


night over a bloſſom filled with dew ; and in this 
{tate of mind, I neither. can enjoy nor forſake her. 


Ward. [| Afide to Duſhmanta.] The king beſt 


knows his rights and his duties: but who would 


hefitate when a woman, bright as a gem, brings 
luſtre to the apartments of his palace? 


Sarn. What, O king, does thy ſtrange filenceimport? 


„ . 
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Duſbm. Holy man, I have been meditating again 


and again, but have no recollection of my marriage 


with this lady. How then can I lay afide all con- 


Hderation of my military tribe, and admit into my 


palace a young woman who is pregnant by * 


hhuſband?ꝰ 


Sac. 22 Ah! wo is me. Can there bea 


doubt even of our nuptials The tree of my hope, 
vrhich had riſen lo Cas bt 1s at once broken 


down. 


Sarn. Beware, leſt the godlike 4 who would 
have beſtowed on thee, as a free gift, his ineftimable 
treaſure, which thou hadſt taken, like a baſe rob- 


ber, ſhould now ceaſe to think of thee, who art 
_ lawfully married to his daughter, and ſhould confine 
all his thoughts to her whom thy perfidy diſgraces. 


Sarad. Reſt a while, my Sarngarava ; and thou, 
Sacontala, take thy turn to ſpeak ; lince thy lord 
has declared his forgetfulneſs. 

Sac. [ fide. ] If his affection has coals, of what 


1 will it be to recal his remembrance of me 
Vet, if my ſoul muſt endure torment, be it ſo: I. 


will ſpeak to him [Aloud to Duſhmanta.—0 


my huſband [Pai g.] —Or (if the juſt appli- 


cation of that ſacred word be ſtill doubted by thee) 


O ſon of Puru, is it becoming, that, having been 
once enamoured of me in the conſecrated foreſt, and 
having ſhown the exceſs of thy paſſion, thou ſhouldſt 
= day — me with bitter expreſions 8 
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Duſbm. | Covering his ears.] Be the crime remov- 


: ed from my ſoul !-—Thou haſt been inſtructed for 


ſome baſe purpoſe to vilify me, and make me fall 


from the dignity which I have hitherto ſupported ; 
as a river which has burſt its banks and altered its 
placid current, overthrows the trees that had riſen 


aloft on them. 
Sac. If thou ſayſt this merely from want of EY 


lection, I will reſtore thy memory by producing thy 


own ring, with thy name engraved on it! 
Duſbm. A capital invention 
Sac. [ Looking at her finger.] Ah me! I have no 


ring. [She fixes her eyes with anguiſh on Gautami. 
SGaut. The fatal ring muſt have dropped, my 
child, from thy hand, when thou tookeſt up water 
to pour on thy head in the pool of Sachitirt'ha, 
near the ſtation of Sacrivatira. = 


Duſhm. [ Smiling. ] So i are women in find- 


ing ready excuſes ! 


Sac. The power of Brahms muſt prevail: I will 


yet mention one circumſtance. 


Duſbm. I muſt ſubmit to hear the tale. | 
Sac. One day, in a grove of Vetaſas, thou took- 


eſt water in thy hand from its natural vaſe of lotos 


leave 


Du ſbm. What followed } 2 


Sac. At that inſtant a little fawn, which 1 had 
reared as my own child, approached thee; and thou 


ſaidſt with benevolence : © Drink thou firſt, gentle 
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« fawn.” He would not drink from the hand of | 
a ſtranger, but received water eagerly from mine; 
when thou ſaidſt, with increaſing affection:“ Thus 


„every creature loves its companions ; you are both 


« foreſters alike, and both alike amiable.” 


Duſbm. By ſuch intereſted and honied falſchoods 


are the ſouls of voluptaries enſnared ! 
Gaut. Forbear, illuſtrious prince, to ſpeak harſh- 


ly. She was bred in a ſacred grove where ſhe — 


ed no guile. 


Duſhm. Pious matron, the dexterity of females, 


even when they are untaught, appears in thoſe of a 


ſpecies different from our own. — What would it be 


if they were duly inſtructed !—The female Cocilas, 


before they fly towards the firmament, leave their 
eggs to be hatched, and their young fed, by birds 


7 have no relation to them. 


[Mith anger. ] Oh! void of honour, thou 
. all the world by thy own bad heart. What 
f prince ever reſembled, or ever will reſemble thee, 
who wearelt the garb of religion and virtue, but in 
truth art a baſe deceiver; like a deep well whoſe 


mouth is covered with ſmiling plants! 
Duſbm. [Aſide.] The ruſticity of her education 


makes her ſpeak thus angrily and inconſiſtently with 


female decorum.—She looks indignant ; her eye 


glos; and her ſpeech, formed of harſh terms, fal 
ters as ſhe utters them. Her lip, ruddy as the Bim- 
ba fruit, quivers as if 3 it were nipped with iroſt ; and 
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| her eyebrows, naturally ſmooth and equal, are at 
once irregularly contracted. —Thus having failed in 

_ circumventing me by the apparent luſtre of ſimpli- 
city, ſhe has recourſe to wrath, and ſnaps in two 
the bow of Cama, which, if ſhe had not belonged to 
another, might have wounded me.—{ Aloud. 


The heart of Duſhmanta, young woman, is known 


: toall; and thine is betrayed W mY preſent de- 


meanour.. 


Sac. [ Ironically. } You TRAN are in all kate to be 
eredited implicitly : you perfectly know the reſpect 


which is due to virtue and to mankind; while fe- 
males, however modeſt, however virtuous, know no- 


thing, and ſpeak nothing truly.— In a happy hour 
I came hither to ſeek the object of my affection: in 
a happy moment I received the hand of a prince de- 
ſcended from Puru; a prince who had won my con- 
fidence by the honey of his words, whilſt his heart — 
concealed the weapon that was to pierce mine. 
[She hides her face, and aweeps. 
Sarn This inſufferable mutability of the king's 
temper kindles my wrath.— Henceforth let all be 
_ - circumſpe& before they form ſecret connections: a 


friendſhip haſtily contracted, when both hearts are 
not perfectly pa muſt ere long become en- 


mby. 
Daſbm. Wouldit thou force me then to commit 


an enormous crime, Tong m_— on "We" ooch 5 
ſpeeches? 


E i 
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S4rm. [ Scornfully.] Thou haſt heard an anſwer. 
=—The words of an incomparable girl, who never 
learned what iniquity was, are here to -receive no 

credit ; while they, whoſe learning conſiſts in ac- 
cuſing others, and inquirmg into crimes, are the 
only perſons who ſpeak truth! 
Duſbm. O man of unimpeached veracity; I cer- 
tainly am what thou deſcribeft ; but what would 
be gained by accuſing thy female affociate! 
* Sarn., Eternal miſery, 

Du/hm. No; miſery will never be the portion of 
Puru's deſcendants. 

Saru. What avails our beenden 0 king, we 
have obeyed the commands of our preceptor, and 
now return. Sacontal is by law thy wife, whether 
thou deſert or acknowledge her; and the dominion 
of a huſband is abſolute.—Go before us, Gautami. 

[Ie two Miſras and Gautami returning. 
Sac, I have been deceived by this perfidious 
man; but will you, my friends, will you alſo for- 
ſake me? [ Folloaving them. 

© Gaut. | Looking "Wes ] My ſon, Sacontala follows 
us with affectionate ſupplications. What can ſhe 
do here with a faithleſs Huſband ; ſhe who is s all 
- tenderneſs ?. 

Sarn. | Angrily to . ] 0 wife, who ſeeſt 
the faults of thy lord, doſt thou defire indepen- 

' dence ?. I [Sacontala flops, and trembles. 
| Sirad. Let the queen hear. If thou beeſt what 
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the king proclaims thee, what right haſt thin to 


complain? But if thou knoweſt the purity of thy 
own ſoul, it will become thee to wait as a hand- 
| maid in the manſion of thy lord. Stay, then, where 

thou art: we muſt return to Canna. 

- Duſhm. Deceive her not, holy men, with vain 
expectations. The moon opens the night flower; 

and the ſun makes the water lily bloſſom; each is 

confined to its own object: and thus a virtuous 


man abſtains from any connection with the wife of 


-another. 


Sarn. Yet thou, O king, wha: feareſt to offend 


religion and virtue, art not afraid to deſert thy 
wedded wife ; pretending that the variety of thy 
public affairs has made thee forget thy private con- 
tract. 


Diſbn. [To his Prigſt.] J really have no remem- 


brance of any ſuch engagement; and I aſk thee, 
my {piritual counſellor, whether of the two offences 
be the greater, to forſake my own wife, or to have 

an intercourſe with the wife of another? 


Prieſt. [ After ſome deliberation. } We may adopt 
an expedient between both. 


Duſhm. Let my venerable guide command. 
Prigſt. The young woman 1 dwell til her 


delivery in my houſe. 7 


Duſbm. For what purpoſe ? 


> Brief Wiſe aſtrologers have aſſured the king, 
chat he will be the father of an iluſtrious you, 
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. whoſe dominion will be bounded by the weſtern 
and eaſtern ſeas : now, if the holy man's daughter 
_ ſhall bring forth a ſon whoſe hands and feet bear 
the marks of extenſive ſovereignty, I will do ho- 
mage to her as my queen, and conduct her to the 
royal apartments; if not, ſhe 1 return in due 
time to her father. 
Duſhm. Be it as you judge proper. 1 
Prieſt. [Ta Sacontals, ] This way, my daughter; 
follow me. 
Sac. O earth! mild 8 give me a . 
within thy boſom. 
— goes out ⁊uecping wah the Prieſt ; while 
_ the two Miſras go out by a different way 
with Gautami. -Duſhmanta fande 
meditating on the beauty of Sacontalã; 
but "the imprecation 1 clouds his me- 
| mory.] 
| Behind the ſcenes. Oh! miraculous event. — 
e L Nn. ] What can have n n= 


The Prieſt re-enters. 7 
Prieft.. Hear, O king, the ſtupendous event. 
When Canna's pupils had departed, Sacontala, be- 
wailing her adverſe fortune, extended her arms and 
wept; when — 
Duſhm. What then? 
. _ Prieſt. A body of lght, in a 33 ſhape, de- 
boended near ANI where the . of | 
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heaven are worſhipped ; and having S her haſ- 
uly i in her boſom, diſappeared. 


[AI expreſs aftoniſÞment. 


Duſhbm. I ſuſpected from the beginning ſome 
work of ſorcery.— The buſineſs is over; and it is 
needleſs to reaſon more on it.—Let * mind, 86 

maräta, be at reſt. 
Prięſt. May the hin be 8 ! [Heg goes out. 
Duſbm. Chamberlain, I have been greatly ha- 
rated and thou, Warder, go before me to a place 
of repoſe. 


Ward. This way ; let the king © come this way. 


Duſhm. [ Advancing, afide.] I cannot with all 
my efforts recolle& my nuptials with the daughter 
of the hermit ; yet ſo agitated is my heart, that it 
almoſt induces me to believe her ſtory. [All go out. 
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2 SCENE, 4 STREET. 


by 2 ner a Superintendant of Police with two Officers, | 


leading a man with his hands . | 


N ir 2 [Sriting the pri :ſoner. ] 


Tax E that, Cumbhilaca, if Cumbhilaca be ey 


name; and tell us now where thou gotteſt this 


ring, bright with a large gem, on which the king's 


name is engraved. 


Cumbh. | Trembling. ] Spare me, © entreat your 


| honours to ſpare me: I am not bun 8 fo n 
a erime as you ſuſpect. 


Firſt Off. O Aiſtinguiſhed Brähmen, didſt thou 


ho receive it from the 5 as a reward of lome 


important ſervice. 


Cumbh. Only hear me: up am a poor fiſherman 
dwelling at Sacravatara— - 


Second Of. Did we aſk, N thief, about thy | 
tribe or thy dwelling place? 


* O Siichaca let the fellow tell his 0 own n ſtory. 


Now conceal nothing, firrah. 


Firſt . Dolt thou Er! ? Do as our maſter 


| commands. 


Cumbſb. I am a man who ſupport m7 550 by 


er 
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catching fiſh in nets, or with hooks, and * various 


other contrivances. 


Sup. [ Laughing. | A virtuous way of gaining a 


3 livelihood! 


Cumbh. Blame me not, maſter. The ee den 


of our forefathers, how low ſoever, muſt not be 


forſaken; and a man who kills animals for ſale may : 


have a tender heart, though his act be cruel. 


| Sup. Go on, go on. 


Cumbh. One day having caught a large Rchita | 
fiſh, I cut it open, and ſaw this bright ring in its 


ſtomach ; but when I offered to ſell it, I was ap- 
prehended by your honours. 80 far only am I 


_ guilty of taking the ring. Will you now continue 
beating and bruiſing me to death? 


Sup. ¶ Smelling the ring. ] It is certain, 1 8 


chas this gem has been in the body of a fiſh. The 


caſe requires conſideration ;z and I will mention it to 


-fome of the king's houſehold. 


Bath OF. Come on, cutpurſe. [T hey OY | 
| Sup. Stand here, Süchaca, at the great gate of 


the city, and wait for me, while I ſpeak to ſome of 
the officers in the palace. 


Both Off. Go, Räjayucta. May the king favour 


thee. [The Superintendant goes out. 


Second Off. Our maſter will * 1 fear, a long 
while. 


Firſt Off. Yes; acceſs to > kings © can : only be had 
at their leiſure. | 


%* 
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Second. Off, The tips of my fingers itch, my friend 
Juaaluca, to kill this cutpurſeQ. 
Cumbh. You would Por to nh an innocent 
man. | 

Firſt 72 CLooling.] Here comes our maſter.— 
The king has decided quickly. Now, Cumbhila- 
ca, you will either ſee your companions again, or 
be the food of ſhakals and vultures. 


5 Tube Superintendant re-enters. 

Sup. Let the fiſherman immediately 
Cumbh. Un an agony. ] Oh! I am a dead man. 

Sup. be diſcharged. —Hola ! ſet him at li- 

f berty. The king ſays he — his i * | 

and his ſtory is true. 

Sͤecond Off, As our maſter commands. 


The 


fellow is brought back from the manſion of Yama, 3 


to which he was haſtening. 
TO ably ing the e 
Cumbb. [Bowing.] My lord, I owe my life to 
your kindneſs. 
Sup. Riſe, friend; and hear with aclight that 
the king gives thee a ſum of money equal to the 
full value of the ring; it is a fortune to a man in 
thy ſtation. [living him the money. 
Cumbb. [With rapture. ] Iam tranſported with joy. 
Firſt. Off. This vagabond ſeems to be taken down 
: from the ſtake, and ſet on te back of a Rate ele- 
pun. 
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Second 72 The king, I ſuppoſe, has a great af. 
fection for his gem. 
Sup. Not for its intrinſic value 1 but I gueſſed - 
cauſe of his ecſtaſy when he has 3 *. 

Both Off. What could occaſion it? 

Sup. I ſuſpect that it called to his memory foot 
perſon who has a place in his heart; for though his 


mind-be naturally firm, yet from the moment when 


be beheld the ring, he was for ſome minutes exceſ- 


ſively agitated. 

Second Off. Our maſter has given the king extreme 

pleaſure. 

= Firſt Off. Yes; and 10 che means of this TY 

catcher. [Looking fiercely at him. 
Cumbh. Be not angry—Half the money hall be 


divided between you to purchaſe wine. 


e Of: Oh ! now thou art our beloved friend. 
— Good wine is the firſt object of our affection.— 

Let us 80 . to the vintner s. 
| [They all go out. 


SCENE, the Gaxoun of the Patace. 
The Nymph Miſracési appears in the air. 

Mir. My firſt taſk was duly performed when I 

went to bathe in the nymphs? pool; and I now 


muſt ſee with my own eyes how the virtuous king 
is afflicted, ——Sacontala is dear to this heart, be- 
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tauſe ſhe is the daughter of my beloved Menaci, 
from whom I received both commiſſions. ——[ She 
Jdooks round. ]J—Ah! on a day full of delights the 
monarch's family ſeem oppreſſed with ſome new ſor- 
row. By exerting my ſupernatural power I could 
Eknow what has paſſed ; but reſpe& muſt be ſhown _ 
to the defire of Ménaca. I will retire, therefore, 
among thoſe plants, and obſerve what is done with- 
out being viſible. [ She deſcends and takes her ſtation, 


Enter two damfels, attendants on the God of Love. 
Firſt. Damf. [Looking at an Amra flower.) The 
bloſſoms of yon Amra, waving on the green ſtalk, 
are freſh and light as the breath of this vernal month. 
I muſt preſent the godcels Retl 1 a baſket of 
them. 

Second Dan. Why, my Parabhritick, doſt thou 
- mean to preſent it alone? 

Firſt Damſ. O my friend Madhucarics, when a 
| 4 Cocila, which my name implies, ſees a bloom- 
ing Amra, ſhe becomes entranced, and loſes her 
2 recollection. | 
Second Damſ. [W ith ranſdort. ] What ! is the ſea- 
fon of ſweers actually returned? 
Firſt Damſ. Ves; the ſeaſon in which we mult 
_ ling of nothing but wine and love. 

S:cond Damſ. Support me, then, while I climb 
up this tree, and ftrip it of its fragrant gems, which | 
we will carry ag an n offering to Cima, 


1b 
ch 
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Ad Bon If I affift, I muſt have a moiety of 


the reward which the god will beſtow. 


Second Damſ. To be ſure, and without any pre- 
vious bargain. We are only one ſoul, you know, 
though Brahms has given it two bodies. [She 


climbs up, and gathers the flowers.]—Ah! the buds 
are hardly opened. 
dead, which diffuſes a charming odour. [ Taling 
a2 handful of budr.— This flower is ſacred to the 
god who bears a fiſh on his banner. O ſweet bloſ- 
ſom, which I now conſecrate, thou well deſerveſt 

to point the fixth arrow of Camadeva, who now 
takes his bow to pierce myriads of youthful hearts. 


Here is one a little expand» 


— — 


The old Chamberlain enters.” : 
Cham. [ Argrit. ] Deſiſt from breaking off thoſe 


| half opened buds : there will be no — this 
year; our king has forbidden it. 


Both Damſ. Oh! pardon us. We really knew 


: not the prohibition. 


Cham. You knew it not NET" the trees which 
the ſpring was decking, and the birds who pearch 


on them, ſympathiſe with our monarch. 'Thence 

it is, that yon buds, which have long appeared, 

| ſhed not yet their prolific duſt ; and the flower of 
the Curuvaca, though perfectly formed, remains 
veiled in a cloſed chalice ; while the voice of the 
Cöcila, though the cold dews fall no more, is fixed 
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within his throat ; and even Smara, the god of de- 
ſire, replaces the ſhaft half-drawn from his quiver. 
 Mijr. [ Aſide.] The 1 no doubt, is conſtant 1 
and tender hearted. 
Firſt Damſ. A few days ago Mitravaſu, aha _ | 


vernor of our province, diſpatched us to kiſs the 


feet of the king, and we come to decorate his groves 
and gardens with various emblems : thence it is, that 
we heard nothing of his interdict. 1 
Cham. Beware then of reiterating your offence. | 
Second Damſ. To obey our lord will certainly be 


our delight; but, if we are permitted to hear the ; 


| ſtory, tell us, we pray, what has induced « our ſo- 
vereign to forbid the uſual feſtivity. 

Miſr. [ Afede.] Kings are generally fond of gay en- 
tertainments; and there muſt be ſome- weighty r rea- 

ſon for the prohibition. 
Cbam. ¶ Aſide.] The affair is public: bo ſhould. 
I not ſatisfy them: Hud. ]—Has not the ca- 
| lamitous deſertion of Sacontala reached your ears? 
Firſt Damſ. We heard her tale from the * 
nor, as far as the ſight of the fatal ring. 
Cham. Then I have little to add When the 

king's memory was reſtored, by the ſight of his 
gem, he inſtantly exclaimed ; © Yes, the incom- 
% parable Sacontala is my lawful wife, and when 
I rejected her, I had loſt my reaſon.” ——He 


| ſhowed ſtrong marks of extreme affliction and peni« 


tence ; and from that moment he has abhorred the 
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pleaſures of life. No longer does he exert his re- 
fpectable talents from day to day for the good of 
his people: he prolongs his nights without cloſing 
his eyes, perpetually rolling on the edge of his couch; 
and when he riſes, he pronounces not one ſentence 
aptly; miſtaking the names of the women in his 
apartments, and through diſtraction, calling each of 
them Sacontalà: then he ſits abaſhed, with his bend . 
long bent on his knees. 

_ Mifr. 4 ide] This 1 1s pleaſing to me, very plea . 
ing. 
Cham. By reaſon of the deep a which now 
prevails in his heart, the * . has been in- 
W 

Both Damſ. The prohibition i is highly proper. 

Behind the — — way! 7 king is paſs 
fing. 
Cbam. cia 3 Here comes the monarch: 
depart therefore, damſels, to your own province. 


[ The two damſels go out. 


Duſhmanta enters in penitential weeds, preceded by 4 
; Warder, and attended by Madhavya. 
Cham. [ Looking at the ling.] Ah! how majeſtic 
are noble forms in every habiliment! Our prince 
even in the garb of affliction, is a venerable object. 
S Though he has abandoned pleaſure, ornaments, 
and buſineſs ; though he is become ſo thin, that his 
golden bracelet falls looſened even down to his wrilt ; 
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though his lips are parched with the heat of his 
ſighs, and his eyes are fixed open by long ſorrow 
and want of ſleep, yet am I dazzled by the blaze 
; of virtue which beams in his countenance * a dia- 
mond exquiſitely poliſhed. EE 


i e. [ Afide, gazing on Putting F. With good 
. is my beloved Sacontals, though diſgraced. 


- and rejected, heavily oppreſſed with grief 1 
the abſence of this youth. 
Duſbm. [ Advancing. ſlowly, in deep ap, ] 


When my darling, with an antelope's eyes, would 


have reminded me of our love, I was affuredly 
CITY 3 but excels of 1 has awakened 


me. 


Mifr. [Afide.] The charming girl will at laſt be | 


Happy: 


: n, for his illneſs. 
Cham. ¶ Approaching Duſhmanta.] May the king 


be vicorious !—Let him ſurvey yon fine woodland, 


he may repoſe with pleafure on banks of delight. 


Duſbm. [Not attending to him.] Warder, inform 
the chief mmiſter in my name, that having reſolved 


on a long abſence from the city, I do not mean to 


fit for ſome time in the tribunal ; but let him write 
and diſpatch to me all Us caſes us 8 ariſe a- 


—— 


Madb. Ade. ] This monarch of ours is 55 = 
again in the gale of affection; and I hardly know a | 
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. As the king commands. [He goes ou 
Duſbm. [To the Chamberlain. And thou, Pür- 


 vatayna, neglect not thy ſtated buſineſs. 


Cham. By no means. [Ile goes out. 
Madh. You have not left a fly in the garden.— 


_ Amule yourſelf now in this retreat, which ſeems 
pleaſed with the departure of the dewy ſeaſon, 


Duſbm. O Midbavya, when perſons accuſed of 
great offences prove wholly innocent, ſee how their 


accuſers are puniſhed A phrenſy obſtructed my 
remembrance of any former love for the daughter 


of the ſage ; and now the heart-born god, who de- 
lights in giving pain, has fixed in his bow-ſtring a 
new ſhaft pointed with the bloſſom of an Amra.— 
The fatal ring having reſtored my memory, ſee me 


deplore with tears of repentance the loſs of my beſt 


beloved, whom I rejected without cauſe ; ſee me 


_ overwhelmed with ſorrow, even while the return of 


ſpring fills the hearts of all others with pleaſure. 
Madb. Be ſtill, my friend, whilſt 1 break Love 98 
arrows with my ſtaff. 
[He ftrikes off ſome flowers —_ 3 trees 
Duſbm. [L Meditating.] Yes, I acknowledge the 


| ſupreme power of Brahma.——{ To Madhavya.] 
Where now, my friend, ſhall IT fit and recreate my 


fight with the ſlender ſhrubs which bear a faint re- 


| ſemblance to the ſhape of Sacontala ? 


644. Vow ll fone fer! the e As in 
painting, whom you informed that you would ſpend 
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the forenoon in yon bower of Madhavi creepers z 
and ſhe will bring the queen's picture which you -— 


commanded her to draw. 


Duſhm. My ſoul will be delighted even wy her 


| picture. 
Madb. This way, my friend. 


Show the way to the bower. 


twining Madhavis, embelliſhed with fragments of 


ſtone like bright gems, appears by its FEI, ; 


though without a voice, to bid thee welcome. 
Let us enter it and be ſeated. 


r 


Mi 1 [Ade] From behind theſe branchy ſhrubs 
I ſhall behold the picture of my Sacontala. I 


will afterwards haſten to report the ſincere en 
of her huſband. [She conceals herſelf. 


Duſbm. [Sighing.] O my approved friend, the 
whole adventure of the hermitage 1s now freſh in my 


memory. I informed you how deeply I was affect- 


ed by the firſt ſight of the damſel ; but when ſhe 
was rejected by me you were not preſent.— Her 
name was often repeated by me (how, indeed, ſhould 
it not?) in our converſation.— 


forgotten, as I had, the whole ſtory i I 


Mir. [ Aſide.] The ſovereigns of the world muſt . 


not, I find, be left an Inſtant without the . of 
their love. 

Madh. Oh, no: 1 have not forgotten it ; but at 
the end of our diſcourſe you aſſured me that your 


[They both * 
vance, Miſracesi following them. ]—The arbour of 


What! haſt thou 


ws aw Hub am 


La hd _— "IV 


As my C0 LY 0 5 


— 


— 
8 
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love tale was invented ſolely for your diverſion and 
this, in the ſimplicity of my heart, I believed. 


Some great event ſeems in all this affair to be pre- 
deſtined i in heaven. 


Miſr. [ Afide.] Mothang ls more true, 


Duſbm. ¶ Having meditated.] O! my friend, ſug- 


| Les ſome relief for my torment. 


Madb. What new pain torments you? Virtuous 


men ſhould never be thus afflicted: the moſt violent 
wind ſhakes not mountains. 


Duſhm. When I reflect on the ſituation of your 


friend Sacontalä, who muſt now be greatly affected 


by my deſertion of her, I am without comfort. 


She made an attempt to follow the Brähmens and 


the matron : Stay, ſaid the ſage's pupil, who was 
revered as the ſage himſelf; Stay, ſaid he, with a 


loud voice. Then once more ſhe fixed on me, who 


had betrayed her, that celeſtial face, then bedewed 


with guſhing tears; and the bare idea of her pain 
burns me like an envenomed javelin. 


Miſr. | Afde.] How he afflicts himſelf ! I really 
ſympathize with him. 

Midh. Surely ſome When of: the heavens 
muſt have wafted her to his manſion, 
Duſhm. No ; what male divinity would have taken 
the pains to carry off a wife ſo firmly attached to 
her lord? Menaca, the nymph of Swerga, gave her 


birth; and ſome of her attendant nymphs have, I 
imagine, concealed her at the deſire of her mother. 
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Mir. Aide. ] Lo reject Sacontali was, no doubt, 
the effect of a delirium, not the act of a waking man. 

Mad. If it be thus, you will ſoon meet her again. 

Duſhm. Alas! why do you think ſo ? 

M40. Becauſe no father and mother can long 
endure. to ſee their daughter deprived of her huſ- 
band. 

D. obs. Was it ſleep that impaired my memory! 2 
Was it deluſion ? Was it an error of my judgment? 
Or was it the deſtined reward of my bad actions? 
Whatever it was, I am ſenſible that, until Sacontala 
return to theſe arms, I ſhall be plunged in the abyſs 
of affliction. | 

Mgdh. Do not deſpair : the fatal ring is itſelf an 
example that the loſt may be found, —Events which 
were foredoomed by Heaven mult not be lamented. 

Duſhm. [ Looking at his ring. ] The fate of this 
ring, now fallen from a ſtation which it will not 

eaſily regain, I may at leaſt deplore.— O gem, thou 
art removed ſrom the ſoft ſinger, beautiful with 
ruddy tips, on which a place had been aligned 
thee ; and, minute as thou art, thy bad qualities ap- 
pear from the ſimilarity of thy puniſhment to mine. 
 Miſr. LAſide.] Had it found a way to any other 
hand, its lot would have been truly deplorable. 
O Menaci, how wouldſt thou be delighted with the 
converſation which gratifies my ears! 
Madb. Let me know, I pray, by what means the 
ring obtained a place on the finger of Sacontalä. 


WWA 
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Duſbm. You ſhall know, my friend. —When 1 


was coming from the holy foreſt to my capital, my 
beloved, with tears in her eyes, thus addreſſed me: 
« How long will the ſon of Op lord Keep! me in 


&«.. his 1 8 

Madb. Well; what ts ? 
3 Then, fixing this ring on her lovely fin- 
ger, I thus anſwered : © Repeat each day one of 
« the three ſyllables engraved on this gem; and be- 


© fore thou haſt ſpelled the word Duſhmanta, one 
e of my nobleſt officers ſhall attend thee, and con- 
duct my darling to her palace.” Vet I forgot, 


I deſerted her in my phrenſy. 
Miſr. [Aſide.] A charming interval of three 


days was fixed between their ſeparation and their 
meeting, which the will of Brahma rendered un- 


happy. . 
Midh. But how came he ring to enter, | like a 


hook, into the mouth of a carp? 


Duſhm. When my beloved was lifting water to 
her head in the pool of Sachitirt"ha, the ring muk. | 


have dropped unſeen. 


Madb. It is very probable. 
Miſr. | Afide.] Oh! It was thence that the king, 


who fears nothing but injuſtice, doubted the reality 


of his marriage ; but how, I wonder, could his me- 
mory be connected with a ring? 
Duſbm. J am really angry with this gem. 
 Madh. LLaug hing.] So am I with this ſtaff, 
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Duſbm. Why ſo, Midhavya ? 4 
Miah. Becauſe it preſumes to be ſo Araight when 
I am ſo crooked, —Impertinent Rick ! 5 
Du/hm. [ Not attending to him.] How, O ring, 
couldſt thou leave that hand adorned with ſoft long 
ſingers, and fall into a pool decked only with water 
lilies ?—The anſwer is obvious: thou art irrational. 
—But how could I, who was born with a reaſonable 
"0 deſert my only beloved ? oe” 
Miſr. LAſide.] He anticipates my remark. 
Midh. | Afide.] So; J mult wait here during his 
mcditations, and periſh with hunger. 
Duſbm. O my darling, whom I treated with diſ- 
reſpect, and forſook without reaſon, when will this 
traitor, whoſe heart is deeply ſtung with repentant 
"TOW te once more bleſſed with a ſight of thee? 


” Damſel enters with a liaure. PO 
Dany. Great king, the picture is finiſhed. 
Holding it before him. 
Dulles. T Gazing on it.] Yes; that is her face; 
thoſe are her beautiful eyes; thoſe her lips embel- 
| ſhed with ſmiles, and ſurpaſſing the red luſtre of 
the Carcandhu fruit; her mouth ſeems, though paint- 
ed, to ſpeak, and her countenance darts beams of 
affection blended with a variety of melting tints. 
Madb. Truly, my friend, it is a picture ſweet as 
love itſelf : my eye glides up and down to feaſt on 
every particle of it ; and it gives me as much de- 
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Light as if I were actually converſing with the living 
Sacontalã. 

Miſr. [ Afide.] An exquiſite piece of 1 
My beloved friend ſeems to ſtand before my eyes. 
Duſhm. Yet the picture is infinitely below the 
original; and my warm fancy, by ſupplying its im- 
perfections, repreſents, 1 in ſome W the loy clinct's 
of my darling, 

Miſr. [Af fl.] His ds are ſuitable to his ex- 
ceſſive love and ſevere penitence, 

Duſbm. [ Sighing.] Alas! I rejected her when ſhe 
lately approached me, and now I do homage to her 
picture; like a traveller who negligently paſſes by a 
clear and full rivulet, and ſoon ardently thirſts for a 
falſe appearance of water on the ſandy deſert. 19 5 
Maädb. There are ſo many female figures on this 
canvas, chat 1 cannot well Dees, ar the lady Sa- 


cContalã. 


Mifr. [ Afide.] The old man is ignorant of her 
_ tranſcendent beauty 3 ; her eyes, which faſcinated the 
ſoul of his prince, never ſparkled, I _— on 
Mädhavya. 

Duſhm. Which of che figures Jo you e conceive | 
intended for the queen? 
Madb. [ Examining the pifure.] It is Fm L ima- 
gine, who looks a little fatigued ; with the ſtring of 
her veſt rather looſe ; the ſlender ſtalks of her arms 


falling languidly ? a few bright drops on her face, 


and ſome flowers dropping from her untied locks.. 
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That muſt be the * and che reſt, 1 N | 


are her damſels. 
Duſhm. You judge well; but my affection requires 


ſomething more in the piece. Beſides, through ſome 
defect in the colouring, a tear ſeems trickling down 


her cheek, which ill ſuits the ſtate in which J de- 
fired to fee her painted. Ts the damſel. The 
picture, O Chaturica, is unfiniſhed.— 


Duſbm. No; I will hold. it. 


[He tales the pidtur e 3 and the damſel goes out. 


 Madb. What elſe 1s to be painted ? 


| Miſr. [Aſide.] He deſires, I preſume, to add all 
| thoſe circumſtances which became the fituation of 
his beloved in the hermitage. 
Duſbm. In this landſcape, my friend, I with to 
ſee repreſented the river Malini, with ſome amorous 
Flamingos on its green margin; farther back muſt _ 
appear ſome hills near the mountain Himalayay ſur- 


rounded with herds of Chamaras ; and in the fore- 


ground, a dark ſpreading tree, with ſome mantles 


of woven bark ſufpended on its branches to be dried 


by the ſun-beams ; while a pair of black antelopes 


couch in its ſhade, and the female gently rubs her 
beautiful forehead on the horn of the male. 


Madb. Add what you pleaſe ; but, in my judg- 


Go back to 
the 0 room and bring the e of thy 
art. 5 
Dam /. Kind Midhavya, hold the piQure while I 
obey the king. 
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: ment, the vacant places ſhould be filled with old 


hermits, bent, like me, towards the ground. 

Duſhm. [Not attending to him.] Oh! I had for- 
gotten that my beloved herſelf mult have ſome new 
ornaments, 


Midb. What, I pray? 


Misr. [ Afide. Such, no N as e a dam 
ſel bred in a foreſt. 


Duſbm. The artiſt had omitted a Siriſha flower 


with its peduncle fixed behind her ſoft ear, and its 


| filaments waving over part of her cheek ; and be- 
tween her breaſts muſt be placed a knot of delicate 
fibres, from the ſtalks of water lilies, like the rays 
of an autumnal moon. 


Madb. Why does the queen cover part of her 


face, as if ſhe was afraid of ſomething, with the 
tips of her fingers, that glow like the flowers of the 
Cuvalaya ?-Oh ! I now perceive an impudent hee, 
that thief of odours, who ſeems eager to ſip honey 
from the lotos of her mouth. 


 Duſhm. A bee! drive off the importunate inſect · 
Madb. The king has ſupreme oy over al of. . 


fenders. 


Duſbm. O male "WA who anjroachet the lovely 


inhabitants of a flowery grove, why doſt thou ex- 
poſe thyſelf to the pain of being rejected? Sec 
where thy female fits on a bloſſom, and, though 


_ thirſty, waits for thy return: without thee ſhe wil E 


- not taſte its nectar. 
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Mir. [Afide.] A wild, but apt, addreſs ! 
Madb. The perfidy of male bees is proverbial. 
Duſbm. | Angrily.] Shouldſt thou touch, O bee, 


rhe lip of my darling, ruddy as a freſh leaf on which 
no wind has yet breathed, a lip from which I drank 
ſweetneſs 1n the banquet of love, thou ſhalt, oy: wy | 


order, be impriſoned in the centre of a lotos.- 
Dot thou fill diſobey me, 


Mau. How can he fail to obey, ſince you de- 


nounce fo ſevere a puniſhment ?—{ AHſide, laugh: g.] 


He is ſtark mad with love and affliction; whilit 


I, by keeping him company, ſhall be as mad as he 


without either. 
Dujhm. After my poſitive iojunRtion, art thou 


Aill unmoved? R 
__ Mifr. [Ai de.] How Jon exceſs of: paſſion alter 
oven the wiſe! _ 
Mdlh. Why, my TRE it is 1 a painted 474 


Vr. Afide.] Oh! I perceive his miſtake : 


| ſhows the perfection of the art. But why does le | 
continue muling ? _ 


Duſbm. What Mes a was 1 


Whilſt I am enjoying the rapture of beholding her 


to whom my ſoul is attached, thou, cruel remem- 
brancer, telleſt me that it is only a picture. 


[ Weeping. 


Mir. [Af de. ] Such a are the woes of a ſeparated 
| lover! He is on all ſides entangled in ſorrow. = 
Duſhm. Why do I thus mg unremitted . I 
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That intercourſe with my darling which dreams 
would give, 1s prevented by my continued inability 
to repoſe ; and my tears will not ſuffer me to view 
her diſtinctly even in this picture. 

Mir. [ Afide.] His miſery acquaints him entirely 
of having deſerted her in his perfect ſenſes. _ 


The Damſel re-enters. | 
Dan. As I was advancing, O king, with my box 
of pencils and colour 
Duſhm. [Haſtily.] What keppined 1 = 
Damſ. It was forcibly ſeized by the queen Va- 
ſumati, whom her maid Pingalica had appriſed of 
my errand ; and ſhe ſaid: “ I will myſelf deliver 
&« the caſket to the ſon of my lord.“ | 
Madb. How came you to be releaſed ? | 
Damſ. While the queen's maid was diſengaging 
the ſkirt of her mantle, which had been caught by 
the branch of a thorny ſhrub, I ſtole away. | 
Duſhm. Friend Madhavya, my great attention to 
: Vaſumat) has made her arrogant ; and ſhe will ſoon 
be here! be it your care to conceal the picture. 
Mad. LR ] I wiſh you would conceal | it 
yourſelf, [He takes the picture, and riſes.) 
Aloud. If, indeed, you will diſentangle me from 


dhe net of your ſecret apartments, to which I am 


: confined, and ſuffer me to dwell on the wall Ms. 


| Shack handa which encireles them, I will hide the 
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Fi in a _ where none ſhall ſee it but pi- 
geons. [ He goes out. 
Miſr. [ Aſadl. How konndrahly he keeps his 
former engagements, os Is his heart be now fred 
on — object! 


A Warder enters with a La. 
Ward. May the king proſper! 
Duſhm, Warder, haſt thou Ay ſeen the queen 


Vaſumatl!? 


Ward. I met hs O king ; but when the _ 
ceived the leaf in my hand, ſhe retired. 


Duſbm. The queen diſtinguiſhes time : ſhe would 


not impede my public buſineſs. 


Ward. The chief miniſter ſends this meſſge : f 
„ have carefully ſtated a caſe which has ariſen in 
l the city, and accurately committed it to writing: 
| 4 let the king deign to conſider it. 


Duſbm. Give me the leaf. Receiving it add 


ing. —“ Be it preſented at the foot of the king, 
that a merchant named Dhanavriddhi, who had 
« extenſive commerce at ſea, was loſt in a late ſhip- 


„ wreck : he had no child born; and has left a for- 


tune of many millions, which belong, if the king 


„ commands, to the royal treaſury.” [ With ſor- 
row. I Oh! how great a misfortune it is to die 


_ childleſs! Yet with his afluence he muſt have had 


many wives :—let an inquiry be made e auy 
one of them? 18 "JOS" 
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Ward. I have heard that his wife, the daughter 
of an excellent man, named Sacétaca, has already 
performed the ceremonies uſual on pregnancy. 

Duſbm. The child, though unborn, has a title to 
his father's property. Go: bid the numer 
make my e eh public. 


Ward. I obey. | [Gring, 


Duſhm. Stay a "SEAT 
Ward. [ Returning.) I am here. 


 Duſbm. Whether he had or had not left Aris, - 


-Let it 
be proclaimed, that whatever kinſman any one of 


the eſtate ſhould not have been forfeited. 


my ſubjects may loſe, Duſhmanta (excepting al- 
ways the caſe of forfeiture for crimes) will ſupply 
in tender affection, the place of that 5 

N. ard. The E ſhall be made. 


[eg goes ot. 


Ro uſhmanta continues med] Hating.] 


FORE Warder. | 


0 king! ! the royal decree, which proves that your” | 
_ virtues are awake after a lag number, was heard 


with burſts of applauſe. 


Duſhm. ¶ Sig bing deeply.] When an illuſtrious man 
dies, alas, without an heir, his eſtate goes to a 
ſtranger ; and ſuch will be the fate of all the wealth. 


accumulated by the ſons of Puru., 


| Ward. Heaven avert the calamity ! ! [Over out 


: 
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Duſbm. Wo is mel I am \ Giipped of all the fe- 


 Veity which I once enjoyed. 


Miſr. | Aſide.] How his heart dwells; on the idea 


of his beloved ! 


Duſom. My lawful wie, whom I baſely deſerted, 


remains fixed in my ſoul: ſhe would have been the 


glory of my family, and might have produced a ſon 
brilliant as the richeſt fruit of the teeming earth. 


Miſr. [Afide.] She is not forſaken by all; and . 


| ſoon, I truſt, will be thine. 


Duamſ. [ Ajide.) What a change has the = ; 
made in the king, by ſending him that miſchievous 


leaf! Behold he is deluged with tears. 


' Duſtm. Ah me! the departed ſouls of my * : 


tors, who claim a ſhare in the funeral cake, which 


I have no ſon to offer, are apprehenſive of loſing 


their due honour, when Duſhmanta ſhall be no more 
on earth ;—who then, alas, will perform in our fa- 
mily thoſe obſequies which the Veda preſcribes ?— 
My forefathers muſt drink, inſtead of a pure liba- 


tion, this flood of tears, the only offering which a 
man who dies childleſs can make them. ¶ Weeping. 
Miſs. [ Aſide.] Such a veil obſcures the king's 
eyes, that he thinks it total darkneſs, though a lamp 2 


be now ſhining brightly. 


| Danſ. Afflict not yourſelf eds. our 


1 is young; and when ſons, illuſtrious as himſelf, 
ſhall be born of other queens, his anceſtors will be 


redeemed from their offences committed here below. 
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| Duſbm. [With agony.] The race of Puru, which 


has hitherto been fruitful and unblemiſhed, ends in 


me; as the river Sereſwat] diſappears in a region 
unworthy of her divine ſtream. [He faints. 


Damſ. Let the ** reſume confidence.— 


[ She ſupports him. 
Mi ſr. [Afide. ] Shall I reſtore him? No; he will 


| pes be rouſed—I heard the nymph Devajanani 


conſoling Sacontala in theſe words: As the gods 
e delight in their portion of ſacrifices, thus wilt 


* thou ſoon be delighted by the love of thy huſ- 
% band.” I go, therefore, to raiſe her ſpirits, and 
| pleaſe my friend Menaca with an account of his 
virtues and his affection. 


[Se riſu aloft and diſappears. 


Behind the ſcenes. A Brähmen muſt not be flain: 


fave the life of a Brahmen. 


Duſhm. [ Reviving and [, i/tening. ] Hah! was not 


that the plaintive voice of Madhavya ? 
Damſ. He has probably been caught with the 


picture in his hand by Pingalica and the other 


maids. 


Duſhm. Go, W and reprove FAY queen 8 


in my name for not reſtraining her ſervants. 


Damſ. As the king commands. [She goes out. 


Again behind the ſcenes. I am a Brihmen, and muſt : 


not be put to death. 


 Dyſbm. It is manifeſtly ſome Brähmen in great 
dan ger.— Hola! ! who 1 is chere! 1 


| 
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The old Chamberlain enters... 

Cam. What is the king's pleaſure ? 
Duſtm. Inquire why the faint-hearted Madhavyz 
cries out ſo piteouſly. 

Cham. I will know in an inſtant. 

ie goes out, and returns trembling. 

Duſbm. Is there any alarm, eee ? 

Cham. Alarm enough! _ 

Duſhm. What cauſes thy tremour 2—Thus do mw 
tremble through age : fear ſhakes the old man's bo- 
dy, as the breeze agitates the leaves of the Pip- 
pala. 
Cham. Oh! deliver thy friend. 

Duſbm. Deliver him! from what? 
Cbam. From diſtreſs and danger. 
Duſbm. Speak more plainly. _ 
Cham. The wall which looks to all quarters of 
the heavens, and is named, from the clouds winch 
cover it, Méghach'handa 
Duſhm. What of that? 
Cham. From the ſummit of that wall; TY pin- 


8 nacle of which is hardly attainable even by the 


blue-necked pigeons, an evil being, inviſible to hu- 
man eyes, has violently carried away the ond: of 
your childhood. | 
Duſbm. [ Starting up haſtily. ] What ! are even my 
| ſecret apartments infeſted by ſupernatural agents 
| Royalty is ever ſubjected to moleſtation, —A bg . 
knows not even the miſchiefs which his own negli- 
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_ gence daily and hourly occafions :—how then ſhonld 


he know what path his people are trading ; and 


how ſhould he correct their manners when his own 


are uncorrected ? 


Behind the ſcenes. Oh, help ! ! Oh, releaſe me. 


Duſbm. [ Liſtening and ON 1 Fear not, my 


friend, fear nothing 
Behind the ſcenes. Not fear, when, a monſter has 


caught me by the nape of my neck, and means to 
fnap my back bone as he would ſnap a ſugar cane! 
Duſbm. | Darting his eyes round. }] Hola ! ! my 


bow- 


* 


A Warder enters with the king's bow and quiver. 
Ward. Here are our great hero's arms. 


 [Duſhmanta takes his bow md as arnteo. 
Behind the ſcenes. Here I ſtand; and, thirſting 
for thy freſh blood, will ſlay thee ſtruggling as a 


tyger ſlays a calf.— Where now is thy protector, 
PDuſhmanta, who graſps his bow to defend the op- 
preſſed? 


Duſtm. [Wrathfully.] The demon n names me with 


defiance. Stay, thou baſeſt of monſters. Here am 


I, and thou ſhalt not long exiſt. —[ Raiſing his bow. ] 


Show the way, Pär ata) ana, to the ſtairs of the 
terrace. 


Oban. This way, great king! 


Laue go out heh 


 SACONTALA OR, 
| The SCENE changes to a r fred TeRRACE. 


Enter Duſhmanta. 
Duſbm. 4 Looking round. ] Ah! the place is de- 
Tſerted, 
| Behind the ener. Save me, 0 oh ! ! fave me. I ſee 
thee, my friend, but thou canſt not diſcern me, who, 
like a mouſe in the 95 of a end; have no 92 of 
bike © 575 
9 Duſhm. But this arrow ſhall diſtinguiſh thee from 
thy foe, in ſpite of the magic which renders thee 
| inviſible. —Madhavya, ſtand firm; and thou, blood- 
thirſty fiend, think not of deſtroying him whom I 
love and will prote&.—See, I thus fix a ſhaft which 
ſhall pierce thee, who deſerveſt death, and ſhall fave 
a Brahmen who deſerves long life ; as the celeſtial 
bird lips the milk, and leaves the water which has 
been min en with 's it. LA. draws the dtd 


Aer Matali and Mäadhavya. . 
Mit. The god Indra has deſtined evil demons to 
fall by thy ſhafts : againſt them let thy bow be 
drawn, and caſt on * friends eyes _ with 
affection. 
Duſbm. [| Aſloniſhed, giving back his arms.] Oh! ! 
Mätali, welcome; I greet the driver of Indra's car. 
Madb. What! this cutthroat was putting me to 
death, and thou greeteſt him with a kind welcome! 
Mit. [ Smiling.) O king, live long and conquer 
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Hear on what errand 1 am n diſpatched by the ruler 


of the firmament. _ 
Duſbm. I am howkly attentive, 


Mat. There is a race of Dänavas, the children | 


of Cälané mi, whom it is found hard to ſubdue— 


Duſbm. This I have heard already from Nared. 


Mat. The god with an hundred facrifices, unable 


to quell that gigantic race, commiſſions thee, his ap- 


proved friend, to aſſail them in the front of battle; 


as the ſun with ſeven ſteeds deſpairs of overcoming | 


the dark legions of night, and gives way to the 


moon, who eaſily ſcatters them. Mount, therefore, 
with me, the car of Indra, and, graſping wy bow, 


advance to aſſured victory. 
Duſhm. Such a mark of diſtinction from the 
prince of good genii honours me highly; but ſay 


why you treated ſo roughly my poor friend Mäd- g 


havya. 
Mat. Perceiving that, for ſome reaſon or another, 


you were grievouſly afflicted, I was deſirous to rouſe 


your ſpirits by provoking you to wrath.— The fire 
blazes when wood is thrown on it; the ſerpent, 


when provoked, darts his head againſt the aſſailant; 
and a man capable of acquiring glory, exerts him- 


ſelf when his courage is excited. 
Duſbm. [To Mädhavya.] My friend, the com- 


mand of Diveſpetir muſt inſtantly be obeyed: go, 
therefore, and carry the intelligence to my chief 
| ; miniſter j ſaying to him in my name: cc Let thy 
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tc wiſdom ſecure my people from danger, while this 

ce braced bow has a different employment.” 
Madb. J obey; but wiſh it could have been em- 

ployed without aſſiſtance from my terror. 


_ [He goes out. 
Ma. Aſcend, great king. 


[Duſhmanta aſcends, and Mitali drives 
; 4 the car. J | 


— 
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ACT. VL. 


Duſhmanta with Mirali ; in the car of Indra, ſuppoſed 


to be above the clouds. 


| Duſbmanta: 


1 AM ſenſible, O Mätali, that, for ks exccut- 


ed the commiſſion which Indra gave me, I deſerved | 


not ſuch a profuſion of honours. 


Mit. Neither of you is ſatisfied. You who hams 


conferred ſo great a benefit on the god of thunder, 


conſider it as a trifling act of devotion ; whilſt he 
reckons not all his kindneſs ___ to the benefit con- 


ferred. 

Duſhm. There is no 3 bers the ſer- 
vice and the reward. He ſurpaſſed my warmeſt ex- 
pectation, when, before he diſmiſſed me, he made 


me ſit on half of his throne, thus exalting me be- 


fore all the inhabitants of the Empyreum; and 
ſmiling to ſec his ſon Jayanta, who ſtood near him, 


ambitious of the ſame honour, perfumed my bo- 


ſom with eſſence of heavenly ſandal wood, throw- 


ing over my neck a garland of flowers blown in 
paradiſe, 


Mat. O king, you deſerve all imaginable rewards : 
from the ſovereign of good genii ; whoſe empyreal 
ſeats have twice been diſentangled fram the thorns 
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of Danu's race; formerly by the claws of the man- 
lion, and lately by the unerring ſhafts. 


| Duſbn. My victory proceeded wholly from the 


auſpices of the god; as on earth, when ſervants 
proſper in great enterpriſes, they owe their ſucceſs 


to the megnificence of their lords. Could Arun 
diſpel the ſhades of night, if the deity, with a thou- 
ſand 3 had not Kron him before the car of 


day? 
Mat. That ks indeed, 18 ated; 
flowly.]—See, O king, the full exaltation of thy glo- 
ry, which now rides on the back of heaven! The 
delighted genu have been colleCting, among the trees 


of life, thoſe crimſon and azure dyes, with which 
the celeſtial damſels tinge their beautiful feet; and 
they now are writing thy actions in verſes worthy ; 


of divine melody. 


 Duſhm. [ Modęſily.] In my Walen 0 Mitali, 
after the route of the giants, this wonderful place 
had eſcaped my notice.—In what ns of the winds 


are we now journeying ? 

Mat. This is the way which leads dig the tri- 
ple river, heaven's brighteſt ornament, and cauſes 
yon luminaries to roll in a circle with diffuſed beams: 


it is the courſe of a gentle breeze which ſupports 


the floating forms of the gods; and this path was 


the ſecond ſtep of Viſhau, when he confounded the 
proud Val. 


Duſbm. My internal foul, which acts by exterior : 


[Driving | 
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organs, is filled by the fight with a charming com- 
placency.——{ Looking at the wheels. ]-—We are now 
paſſing, I gueſs, through the region of clouds. 
Mat. Whence do you form that conjecture ? 


Duſbm. The car itſelf inſtructs me that we are 
moving over clouds pregnant with ſhowers ; for the 
circumference of its wheels diſperſes pellucid water; 


the horſes of Indra ſparkle with lightning ; and 
I now ſee the warbling Chatacas deſcend from their 
neſts on the ſummits of mountains. 


Mit. It is even ſo; and in another moment you 


will be in the country which you govern. 

Duſhm. [ Looking down. ] Through the rapid, yet 
imperceptible, deſcent of the heovenly ſteeds, I now 
perceive the allotted ſtation of men.——Aſtoniſh- 
ing proſpe& ! It is yet ſo diſtant from us, that the 
low lands appear confounded with the high moun- 
tain tops; the trees erect their branchy ſhoulders, 


but ſeem leafleſs ; the rivers look like bright lines, 
but their waters vaniſh; and, at this inſtant, the 
globe of earth ſeems thrown upwards by ſome ſtu- 
pendous power. | 
Mat. [ Looking with reverence on the earth. ] How 


adlightful i is the abode of mankind !—O king, you 
ſaw diſtinctly. 


Duſhm. Say, Mitali, what mountain is that 


which, like an evening cloud, pours exhilarating 


 Rtreams, and forms a golden zone between the wel- | 


tern and eaſtern ſeas! 
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Mat. That, O king, is the mountain of Gand- 


harvas, named H&macuta : the univerſe contains not 


a more excellent place for the ſucceſsful devotion of 


the pious. There Caſyapa, father of the immor- 
tals, ruler of men, ſon of Marichi, who ſprang 
from the ſelf-exiſtent, reſides with his confort Adi- 
ti, bleſſed in holy retirement. N 

Daſbm. [ Devoutly.] This occaſion of attaining 
good fortune muſt not be neglected: may I ap- 
| proach the divine Pairs and do then complete ho- 

mage? N | 

Mat. By all means. It is an | execllent iden l 
We are now deſcended on earth. 
Duſbm. [With wonder.] Theſe chariot wheels 
yield no ſound ; no duſt rites from them; and the 
deſcent of the car gave me no ſhock. 

Mit. Such is the difference, O Kung, between 
thy car and that of Indra! 

 Duſbm. Where is the holy retreat of Marichi ? 
Mit. [ Pointing.] A little beyond that grove, 
where you ſee a pious Yogi, motionleſs as a pol- 
lard, holding his thick buſhy hair, and fixing his 
eyes on the ſolar orb.—Mark ; his body is half co- 
vered with a white ant's edifice made of raiſed clay; 
the ſkin of a ſnake ſupplies the place of his ſacer- 
dotal thread, and part of it girds his loins ; a num- 
ber of knotty plants encircle and wound his neck; 


and ſerrountmng birds' neſts almoſt conceal his wont 


. ders, 
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| Duſbm. I bow to a man of his auſtere devotion, 
Mat. ¶ Checking the reins.) Thus far, and enough. 


We now enter the ſanctuary of him who rules 
the world, and the groves which are watered by 


ſtreams from celeſtial ſources. 


Duſbm. This aſylum is more delightful dan pa- 
radiſe itſelf: I could fancy myſelf bathing in a 
pool of nectar. | 


Mit. [ Stopping the car. 1 Let the king deſbend 


Duſbm. | Foyfully e How canſt thou 


leave the car? 


Mät. On ſuch an 888 it will remain fixed : 
we may both leave it. This way, victorious 
hero, this way. Behold the retreat of the wuly 

pious. 


Duſbm. J ſee ak equal amazement both the 


pious and their awful retreat. It becomes, indeed, 


pure ſpirits to feed on balmy air in a foreſt bloom- 
ing with trees of life; to bathe in rills dyed yellow 


with the golden duſt of the lotos ; and to fortify 


their virtue in the myſterious bath; to meditate in 


| caves, the pebbles of which are unblemiſhed gems z 
and to reſtrain their paſſions, even though nymphs 


of exquiſite beauty frolic around them : in this 
grove alone is attained the ſummut of true piety, to 


which other hermits in vain aſpire. 


Mit. In exalted minds the deſire of perfect ex- 
cellence continually inereaſes. [ Turning afide.] 
rell me, Vriddhaſicalya, in what buſineſs is the | 
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we muſt await his leiſure. 


Reſt, O king, under the ſhade of this Aſsca tree, 
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divine ſon of Marichi now engaged ?—What ſayeſt 


thou ?—Is he converſing with the daughter of Dac- 


ſha, who practiſes all the virtues of a dutiful wife, 
and is conſulting him on moral queſtions ?—Then 


whilſt I announce wy arrival to the aber of In- 
n 
Duſhm. As you 1 ke right, — goes out 


= —— Duſhmanta feels his right arm throb.] Why, O 
my arm, doſt thou flatter me with a vain omen: 
My former happineſs is loſt, and miſery _ re- 


mains. 


ation thou ſhoweſt thy bad temper. 


 Duſhm. [ Liftening,] Hah ! this is no place, "I 
Who can be thus 


ly, for a malignant diſpoſition. 
rebuked ? Looking with e ſee a child, 


but with no childiſh countenance or ſtrength, whom 
two female anchorites are endeavouring to keep in 


order; while he forcibly pulls towards him, in rough 
play, a lion's whelp with a torn mane, who ſeems 


juſt dragged from the half-lucked mays of the 


: lioneſs ! 


4 2 Boy and two female A A 
ell, as deſeribed by the king. 
Boy. Open "he mouth, hon” 8 * that I may 


| count thy teeth. 
4 


[To Duſhmanta.] 


Behind the ſcenes. Be not ſo reſtleſs. in onal ſitu- 
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Firft Atten. Intractable child! why Joſt hos tor- 
ment the wild animals of this foreſt, whom we che- 
riſh as if they were our own offspring ?— 
ſeemeſt even to ſport in anger. Aptly have the 


hermits named. thee Servademana, fince thou tameſt | 


all creatures. 


Duſhm. Ah! what means it that my heart in⸗ 


clines to this boy as if he were my own ſon ?- 
[Meditating.]—Alas! 1 have no ſon; and the re- 


flection makes me once more ſoft-hearted. 


Second Aten. The lioneſs will tear thee to pieces | 


if thou releaſe not her whelp. 


Boy. [ Smiling. ] O! I am greatly alraid at her | 
to be ſure! ¶ He bites his lip, as in defiance of her. 


Duſhm. [ Aſide, amazed. ] The child exhibits the 


rudiments of heroic valour, and looks like fire which 


blazes from the addition of dry fuel. 
Firſt Auen. My beloved child, ſet at liberty this 
a young prince of wild beaſts; ; and I will = thee a 
prettier plaything. | 


Boy. Give it ſe Where i is it? 


[ Stretching out his hand. 
 Duſbm. Add, gazing on the child's palm.] What! 
the very palm of his hand bears the marks of em- 


pire; and whilſt he thus eagerly extends it, ſhows 
its lides of exquiſite network, and glows like a lo- 


tos expanded at early dawn, when the ruddy ſplen- 


dour of its petals hides all other tints in obſcurity. 


Second Alten. Mere words, my Suvrita, will not 


G 
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pacify bim.—Go, I pray, to my cottage, where 


thou wilt find a plaything made for the hermit's 
child, Sancara: it is a peacock of earthen wa, | 


painted with rich colours. 
Firſt Atten. J will bring it ſpeedily. [be goes out. 


Boy. In the mean time I will play with the young 8 


lion. 


. {Looking at him with a ſnile ] Let 


kim go, I entreat thee. 


Duſtm. [ Afede.] J feel the tendereſt affetion for 


-[ Sighing. ]—- How 
{weet muſt be the delight of virtuous fathers, when 


this unmanageable child. 


they foil their boſoms with duſt by lifting up their 


playful children, who charm them with inarticulate 
prattle, and ſhow the white bloſſoms of their teeth, 
while ey * nn at every 4 occur- 


rence: * 


. Auen. CLRaiſ⸗ ng her * What ! Joſt 


thou ſhow no attention to me Lum round. 
Are any of the hermits near [ Seeing Duſh- 
manta. I— Oh! let me requeſt you, gentle ſtranger, 


to releaſe the lion's whelp, who cannot diſengage 


himſelf from the graſp of this robuſt child. 

 Duſhm. I will endeavour.— 
Boy, and ſmiling. ]-O thou, who art the ſon of a 
_ pious anchorite, how canſt thou diſhonour thy fa- 


ther, whom thy virtues would make happy, by 
violating the rules of this conſecrated foreſt? It 
becomes a black ſerpent only, to infeſt the boughs 


[ Fpproaching the 


— 4 Wh” ant 9 a 


ſhins as mw ab 


of a fragrant ſandal tree. [The Boy releaſes the lion. 
Slecond Alten. I thank you, courteous gueſt ;j— 
but he is not the ſon of an anchorite. 

Duſbm. His actions, indeed, which are conform- 
able to his robuſtneſs, indicate a different birth : 
but my opinion aroſe from the ſanctity of the place 
which he inhabits. [ T aking the Boy by the hand.] 
 ——— Fjide. ]—Oh! fince it gives me ſuch delight 

merely to touch the hand of this child, who is the 
hopeful ſcion of a family unconnected with mine, 

what rapture mult be felt by the fortunate man from 
whom he ſprang ? 


Second Atten. | Gazing on them leech. ] Oh 
wonderful ! 


Dun. What has raiſed your onder; 1 
Second Alen. The aftomiſhing reſemblance between 

the child and you, gentle ſtranger, to whom he bears 
no relation. It ſurpriſed me alſo to ſee, that al- 
though he has childiſh humours, and had no former 
acquaintance with you, yet your words have reſtored 
him to his natural good temper. 
Duſhm. [| Raiſing the Boy to his boſom.] Holy ma- 
tron, if he be not the ſon of a hermit, what then is 
the name of his family. 
Saͤeecond Atten. He is So from Puru. 

| Duſhm. [ Aſide.] Hah! thence, no doubt, ſprings 
his diſpoſition, and my affection for him. Setting 
him dbaun.— [ Aloud.) It is, I know, an eſtabliſned 
uſage among the princes of Puru's race, to dwell 
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at firſt in rich palaces with ſtuccoed walls, where 
they protect and cheriſh the world, but in the de- 
cline of life to ſeek humbler manſions near the roots 
of venerable trees, where hermits with ſubdued paſ- 
ſions practiſe auſtere devotion.— I wonder, however, 
that this boy, who moves like a god, could have 
been born of a mere mortal. 
Second Atien. Aﬀable ſtranger, your ler will 5 


ceaſe when you know that his mother is related to 


a celeſtial nymph, and brought him forth i in the ſa- 


cred foreſt of Caſyapa. 


 Duſhm. [ Aſide.] I am ad Ids: is a 
freſh ground of hope. 


 Duſhm. [ Afide.] Ah! ſhe means me. 


now aſk the name of the ſweet child's mother. 


: [ Meditating. J—But it is againſt good manners to 
inquire concerning the wife of another man. 


Tze Firſt Aces rounters 3 4 toy. 


F irſt Auen. Look, Servademana, look at the 


beauty of this bird, Saconta lavanyam. 


Boy. [ Looking eagerly round.] Sacontala ! Oh, 
where i is my beloved mother ? 


[Both Attendants Y EPL 
Firſt Auen. He tenderly loves his mother, and 


was deceived by an equivocal phraſe. 


[Aoud.] What virtuous 
monarch took his excellent mother by the hand? 
Second Atten, Oh! I muſt not give celebrity to 

the name of a king who deſerted his lawful wife. 

Let me 
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ns Alen. My child, ſhe meant only the beau- 
tiful ſhape and colours of this peacock. 


Duſbm. [ Afide.] Is my Sacontala then bis mo- 


ther? Or has that dear name been given to ſome 


other woman? This converſation reſembles the 
fallacious appearance of water in a deſert, which 
ends in bitter diſappointment to the ſtag 3 
with thirſt. 
Boy. I ſhall like the N if it can run and 
fly ; not elſe. -. | [He takes it. 
Firſt Alten. [ Looking round in confuſion.] Alas, 
the child's amulet is not on his wriſt, 
Du/hm. Be not alarmed. It was dropped while 
he was playing with the lion: 1 fee "ey and will * 
it into your hand. | 
Both. Oh! beware of tanks | 1 
Firſt Auen. Ah! he has actually taken it up. 
[They both gaze with ſurpriſe on each other. 
Duſbm. Here it is; but why would you have re- 
ſtrained me from touching this bright gem? 
Second Atten, Great monarch, this divine amu- 
let has a wonderful power, and was given to the 
child by the ſon of Marichi, as ſoon as the ſacred 
rites had been performed after his birth: whenever 
ir fell on the ground, no human being but the fa- 
ther or mother of this boy could have touclied 5 
unhurt. 


Duſbm. What if a Rranger bad taken it? 
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Fi 7 Auen. It would have Devo a ſerpent and 
wounded him. 
|  Duſbm. Have you ſeen that ene on any 
 fimilar occaſion? | 
Both. Frequently. 
Duſhm. | With tranſport.) I may then exult on the 
completion of my ardent defire. [ He embraces the chill. 
Second Alien. Come, ; Suvrita, let us carry the . 
delightful intelligence to Sacontals, whom the harſh 
"_ of a ſeparated wife have ſo long oppreſſed. 

| [ T he attendants go out. 

Boys Purely I muſt go to my mother. 

Duſhm. My darling ſon, thou wilt . her 237 
py by going to her with me. 

Boy. Duſhmanta is my father ; and you are not 
: Duſhmanta. 1 1 5 
. Even 5 denial of me gives me « delight 


Sacontals enters in mourning apparel, with * long 
| hair tw! N in a Angle braid, and youny down her 
back. 
Sac. [.46 4. Having heard that my child's 

amulet has proved its divine power, I muſt either 


be ſtrangely diffident. of my good fortune, or that 


event which Mifraces! predicted has actually hap- 
= [ Advancing. 
Duſbm. [With a mixture of. joy and ſorrow.) Ah! 
do I ſee the incomparable Sacontala clad in ſordid 
| weeds ?—— Her face is emaciated by the perform- 
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ance of auſtere duties ; one twiſted lock floats over 
her ſhoulder ; and with a mind perſectly pure, ſhe 
ſupports the long abſence of her huſband, whoſe 
unkindneſs exceeded all bounds, _ 

Sac. [Seeing him, yet doubting.] Is that the ſon of 
my lord grown pale with penitence and affliction ?— 

If not, who is it, that ſullies with his touch the 

hand of my child, whoſe amulet ſhould have pre- 
ſerved him from ſuch indignity ? 


Bay. [ Going haſtily to Sacontali. ] Mother, here 
is a ſtranger who calls me ſon. 8 
Duſbm. Oh! my beſt beloved, 1 have treated 
| thee cruelly ; but my cruelty is ſucceeded by the 
warmeſt affection ; and I __— Four remembrance | 
and forgiveneſs. 
Sac. ¶ Aſde.] Be confident, 0 my | heart — 
[4loud.]—I ſhall be moſt happy when the king's 
anger has paſſed away 3 de. ]—-This * be 
the ſon of my lord. | 
 Du/hm. By the kindneſs of 8 O lovelieſt : 
of thy ſex, thou ſtandeſt again before me, whoſe 
memory was obſcured by the gloom of faſcination ; 
as the ſtar Rohn) at the cad of an 8 88 rejoins 
her beloved moon. 
Sac. May the ad 3 burſts into tears. 
Duſbm. My darling, though the word victorious | 
be ſuppreſſed by thy weeping, yet I muſt have vic- 
tory, fince I ſee thee * though with * * 
and a body unadorned. 
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Bey. What man is this, mother ? 2 
Sac. Sweet child, aſk the divinity, who preſides | 
over the fortunes of us both. [ She weeps. 
Duſhm. O my only beloved, baniſh from thy 
mind my cruel deſertion of thee. A violent phren- 
ſy overpowered my ſoul.—-Such, when the darkneſs 
of illuſion prevails, are the actions of the beſt- inten- 
tioned; as a blind man, when a friend binds his 
| head with a wreath of flowers, miſtakes it for a | 
* ſnake, and fooliſhly rejects it. 
[He falls at her ſoak: 
Sac. Riſe, my huſband, oh! riſe——My happi- 
neſs has been long interrupted ; but joy now ſuc- 
ceeds to affliction, ſince the ſon of my lord ſtill loves 
me. [Ie riſes. How was the remembrance of 
this unfortunate woman reſtored to the mind of oy 
lord's fon? | 
Duſbm. When the dart of miſery ſhall be wholly 
extracted from my boſom, I will tell you all; but 
fince the anguiſh of my ſoul has in part ceaſed, let 
me firſt wipe off that tear which trickles from thy 
delicate eye-laſh ; and thus efface the memory of all 
the tears which my delirium has made thee ſhed. 
[He flretches out his hand. 
Sac. Chi of ber tears, and ering tering on bi 
finger. ] Ah! is that the fatal ring? 
Duſhm. Yes; by the ſurpriſing recovery. of ic 
my memory was reſtored. 
Sac. Its influence, ond, has been great 3 ſince i it 
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has brought back the loſt confidence of my buſ- 
band. 

Duſhm. Take it then, as a \ benutiful plant receives | 

a flower from the returning ſeaſon of joy. 5 

Sac. I cannot again truſt it.— Let it be worn by : 

the ſon of my lord. | 


| Matali enters. _ 

Mat, By the will of Heaven the king bon happily 

met his beloved wife, and ſeen the countenance of 
his little ſon. 

Duſbm. It was by the company of my friend that | 
my deſire attained maturity. But ſay, was not 
this fortunate event previouſly known to Indra ? 

Mat. [Smiling.] What is unknown to the gods? 


ö — come: the divine Maricha deſires to ſee thee. 5 


Duſbm. Beloved, take our ſon by the hand; and 
let me preſent you both to the father of immortals. 
Sac. I really am aſhamed, even in me n 
to approach the deities. | 

Duſhm. It is highly proper on 10 happy an occa- 
ae I entreat thee. [They all advance. 


The ſeene i is PO PIR ks Caſyapa i is di iſcovered on 
a throne con verſing with Aditi. 

Caſ. [ Pointing to the king. ] That, O daughter of 
Dacſha, is the hero who led the ſquadrons of thy 
| ſon to the front of battle, a ſovercign of the earth, 
Duſhmanta; by the means of whoſe bow the thun- 
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web of Indra (all its work being cheated) 
is now a mere ornament of his heavenly palace. 
Adi. He bears in his form all the marks of ex- 
alted majeſty, _ 
Mai. [ To Duſbmanta. ] The parents of the twelve 
Adityas, O king, are gazing on thee, as on their 
own offspring, with eyes of affection. 3 
them, illuſtrious prince. | 
Duſbm. Are thoſe, O Matali, the divine pair, 
ſprung from Marichi and Dacſha ?—Are thoſe the 
grand- children of Brahma, to whom the ſelf- exiſtent 
gave birth in the beginning; whom inſpired mortals 
pronounce the fountain of glory apparent in the 


form of twelve ſuns; they who produced my bene- 


factor, the lord of a hundred ſacrifices, and ruler of 
_ three worlds? = 
Mat. Even 3 W himſelf with 
Duſhmanta. Great beings, the king Duſhmanta, 
who has executed the commands of your ſon Va- 
ſava, falls humbly before your throne. 
Caſ. Continue long to rule the world. 0 
Adi, Long be a warrior with a car unſhattered _ 


- combat. 


CSacontala and her ſon ue themſelves, 

3 Caf. Daughter, may thy huſband be like Indra! 

May thy ſon reſemble Jayanta ! And mayſt thou 
{whom no benediction could better ſuit) be equal 

in proſperity to the daughter of Puloman ! _ | 
Adi, Preſerve, my child, a nt unity with 
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thy lord: and may this boy, for a great length of 


years, be the ornament and joy of you both 
Now be ſeated near us. [They all fit down. 

Caf. ¶ Looking at them by turns.) Sacontal is the 
model of excellent wives; her ſon is dutiful ; and 


thou, O king, haft three rare advantages, true piety, 


abundant wealth, and active virtue, 

Duſbm. O divine being, having obtained the form- 
er object of my moſt ardent wiſhes, I now have 
reached the ſummit of earthly happineſs through 
thy favour, and thy benizon will enſure its perma- 
nence,——Firſt appears the flower, then the fruit; 
firſt clouds are collected, then the ſhower falls; ſuch 
is the regular courſe of cauſes and effects; and thus, 


when wad indulgence PRI felicity — 
| followed. 


Mit. Greaty indeed, O king, has been the kind- 


| neſs of the primeval Brahmens. 


 Duſhm. Bright ſon of Marſchi, this thy WY 


maid was married to me by the ceremony of Gand- 
| harvas, and, after a time, was conducted to my 
palace by ſome of her family; but my memory 
having failed through delirium, I rejected her, and 


thus committed a grievous offence againſt the vener- 
able Canna, who is of thy divine lineage : after- 


wards on ſeeing this fatal ring, I remembered my 
love and my nuptials ; but the whole tranſaction 
yet fills me with wonder. My ſoul was confounded 

with ſtrange ignorance that obſcured my ſenſes ; as 


— — — — 
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if a man were to ſee an elephant marching before 
him, yet to doubt what animal it could be, till he 
diſcovered by the traces of his large feet that it 
was an elephant. 
Caf. Ceaſe, my ſon, to charge thyſelf with an 
offence committed ignorantly, and, therefore, in- 
nocently. -Now hear me 
- Duſhm. IT am devoutly attentive. 
Caſ. When the nymph Menaci led Sacontal L 
| from the place where thy deſertion of her had af- 
flicted her ſoul, ſhe brought her to the palace of 
Aditi; and I knew, by the power of meditation on 
the Supreme Being, that thy forgetfulneſs of thy 
| pious and lawful conſort had proceeded from the 
imprecation of Durvaſas, and that the charm would 
terminate on the ſight of thy ring. * 
Duſhm . de] ye name then 1 is 1 from 
2 | - 
Sac. Happy am I that the ſon of my lord, who 
now recogniſes me, denied me through ignorance, 
and not with real averſion.— The terrible i impre- 
cation was heard, I . when my mind was in- 
tent on a different object, by my two beloved friends, 
who, with extreme affection, concealed it from me 
to ſpare my feelings, but adviſed me at parting to 
ſhow the ring if my huſband ſhould have forgotten 
. | F320 N 
Caf. Turning to Sacontala.)] Thou art appriſed, 
my daughter, of the whole truth, and muſt no lang- 
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er reſent the behaviour of thy lord, —He rejected 
thee when his memory was impaired by the force of 
a charm; and when the gloom was diſpelled, his 
conjugal affeQion revived ; as a mirror whoſe ſur- 
face has been ſullied, reflects no image; but ex- 
hibits perfect 3 when its poliſh has been 
reſtored. 

Duſhm. Such, indeed, was my Mee 

Caſ. My ſon, Duſhmanta, haſt thou embraced 
thy child by Sacontalä, on whoſe birth I myſelf 
performed the ceremonies preſcribed in the Veda ? 

_  Du/bm. Holy Marichi, he is the glory of my houſe. 
Caf. Know too, that his heroic virtue will raiſe 


im to a dominion extended from ſea to ſea : before 


be has paſſcd the ocean of mortal life, he ſhall rule, 


unequalled in combat, this earth with ſeven penin- 
ſulas; and as he now is called Servademana, be- 
cauſe he tames even in childhood the fierceſt animals, 

ſo, in his riper years, he ſhall acquire the name of 
Bhereta, becauſe he ſhall ſuſtain and nouriſh the 

world. 

Doſbm. A boy educated by the ſon of Marichi 
muſt attain the ſummit of greatneſs. 

Aldi. Now let Sacontals, who is reſtored to hap- 
3 convey intelligence to Canna of all theſe 
events: her mother Menaca is in my ami, and 
knows all that has paſſd. 

Sac. The * propoſes w what I moſt ardently 
wiſh. 


J 


SACONTALA; ox, 


Caf. By the force of true piety the whole ſcene 
will be preſent to the mind of Canna. | 
Duſbm. The devout ſage muſt be {till exceſſively - 
indignant at my frantic behaviour. 

Caf. LMeditating.] Then let him hear from me 
the delightful news, that his foſter-child has been 
£ tenderly received by her huſband, and that both are 
happy with the little warrior who ſprang from 
2 them.— Hola! who is in ee 4 


4 Pupil enters. 
Pup. Great being, I am here. 
Caſ. Haſten, Golava, through the light air, and 


in my name inform the venerable Canna, that Sa- 


contala has a charming ſon by Duſhmanta, whoſe 


affection for her was reſtored with his remembrance, 
on the termination of the — 8 by the angry 
Durviſas. gs 
Pup. As the divinity oils. [ He goes out. : 
Caf. My ſon, reaſcend the car of Indra with thy 
conſort and child, and return happy to thy imperial 
„ 
Diſbm. Be it as Marichi 8 | 
| Caf. Henceforth may the god of the ae 
with copious rain give abundance to thy affe&ionate 
ſubjects; and mayſt thou with frequent ſacrifices 
maintain the Thunderer's friendſhip ! By numbers. 
leſs interchanges of good offices between you both, 


8 


| beſtowed? 
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may vendkts reciprocally be conferred on the EY 
bitants of the two worlds ! 

Duſbm. Powerful being, I will be ſtudious, as far 
as I am able, to attain that felicity. 
Caſ. What other favours can I beſtow on thee ? 
Duſhm. Can any favours exceed thoſe already 


Let every king apply himſelf to the 
attainment of happineſs for his people; let Sereſ- 


watl, the goddeſs of liberal arts, be adored by all 
readers of the Veda; and may Siva, with an azure 
neck and red locks, eternally potent and ſelf-exiſt- 
ing, avert from me the pain of another birth in this 

periſhable words the ſeat of crimes and of puniſh- 


ment, | N . (Al go out, 


THE END, 


